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The ODF discussed human rights in 
Kazakhstan at the EP & CoE
Between 14 and 16 February, 2017, a delegation of the Open Dialog Foundation was present at 
a plenary session of the European Parliament in Strasbourg. The aim of the visit was to discuss 
the current human rights, political and economic situation in Kazakhstan - the 'transition' and
economic 'development' plans of the President Nursultan Nazarbayev; prosecution of
journalists andblogers,oil-workers andland-reform protesters; as well aspolitical persecution 
of critics of Kazakhstan abroad.

The participation of Mukhtar Ablyazov, Kazakh opposition politician, refugee, businessman and a 
personal enemy of President Nazarbayev, released from a French detention facility where he had 
been subjected to extradition arrest, was also an occasion to personally thank to Members of the 
European Parliament for their help. In December 2016, the highest French court Council of State 
(Conseil d'État) refused to render the oppositionist to Russia and Ukraine which ungroundedly 
applied for his extradition on the request of Kazakhstan in 2013. Ablyazov was arrested in France 
on 31 July, 2013. More than 50 Members of the European Parliament expressed their support in 
the case of Mr Ablyazov and his former colleagues or family members persecuted across Europe 
and the USA, which granted them various forms of protection (asylum, refugee status and 
international protection).

After a breakfast meeting hosted by the Social-Democratic (S&D) Members of the European 
Parliament Marju Lauristin (Estonia), Mady Delvaux (Luxembourg) and Julie Ward (United 
Kingdom), the delegation held also a series of bilateral meetings with Members of other major 
political groups and relevant for human rights in Kazakhstan committees and delegations: Tunne 
Kelam (Estonia, European People's Party), Tomas Zdechovsky (the Czech Republic/Czechia, 
EPP), Ismail Ertug (Germany, S&D), Kazimierz Michał Ujazdowski (Poland, European 
Conservatives and Reformists) and Petras Austrevicius (Lithuania, Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats for Europe). Moreover the ODF, Mukhtar Ablyazov and his daughter Madina 
Ablyazova met with the Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights Pier Antonio Panzeri (Italy, 
S&D), the Chair of the Subcommittee on Security and Defence Anna Fotyga (Poland, ECR), the 
Chair of the Committee on Legal Affairs Pavel Svoboda (the Czech Republic/Czechia, EPP), as 
well as the former Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs Elmar Brok (Germany, EPP).

The 4-day mission in France served also as chance to meet with public officials and diplomats 
from the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, as well as journalists based in Paris.

See full gallery

The recent statements of the international organizations and other human rights NGOs on 
human rights situation in Kazakhstan are available below:
Press statement of the Members of the European Parliament Marju Lauristin, Mady Delvaux and 
Julie Ward (all cases)
Committee to Protect Journalists (the case of Zhanbolat Mamay)
Reporters Without Borders

http://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-nazarbaev-dovlved-powers-supreme-arbiter/28259344.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-nazarbaev-special-statement-new-strategic-plan/28268096.html
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8101,journalist-zhanbolat-mamay-arrested-in-connection-with-the-criminal-proceedings-against-mukhtar-ablyazov-in-the-bta-bank-case
http://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-prison-term-facebook-posts-against-putin/28201820.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-oil-workers-hunger-strike/28251896.html
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/7944,report-oppression-of-participants-in-rallies-against-land-reform-in-kazakhstan
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8092,report-kazakhstan-pursues-former-top-managers-of-bta-bank-in-order-to-obtain-their-testimonies-against-mukhtar-ablyazov
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8092,report-kazakhstan-pursues-former-top-managers-of-bta-bank-in-order-to-obtain-their-testimonies-against-mukhtar-ablyazov
http://en.odfoundation.eu/mukhtar-ablyazov
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/7994,france-has-refused-to-extradite-mukhtar-ablyazov-to-russia-and-ukraine
http://en.mukhtarablyazov.org/
http://en.odfoundation.eu/gallery#917,the-odf-discussed-human-rights-in-kazakhstan-at-the-ep-coe
http://en.odfoundation.eu/gallery#917,the-odf-discussed-human-rights-in-kazakhstan-at-the-ep-coe
http://en.odfoundation.eu/i/fmfiles/pdf/16-02-2017-meps-lauristin-delvaux-ward-kazakhstan-human-rights-press-statement-en.pdf
http://en.odfoundation.eu/i/fmfiles/pdf/16-02-2017-meps-lauristin-delvaux-ward-kazakhstan-human-rights-press-statement-en.pdf
https://cpj.org/2017/02/editor-arrested-in-kazakhstan.php
https://rsf.org/en/news/kazakh-editors-arrest-aims-silence-opposition-paper


(the case of Zhanbolat Mamay)
Freedom House (the case of Zhanbolat Mamay)
Human Rights Watch (the case of Amin Eleusinov and Nurbek Qushaqbaev)
Amnesty International (the case of Maks Bokayev and Talgat Ayan)
Human Rights Watch (the case of Maks Bokayev and Talgat Ayan)
Freedom House (the case of Maks Bokayev and Talgat Ayan)
Open Dialog Foundation (the case of Anatoliy Pogorelov, Roman Solodchenko and Zhaksylyk 
Zharimbetov)
Open Dialog Foundation (the case of Tatiana Paraskevich)
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https://freedomhouse.org/article/kazakhstan-authorities-arrest-editor-last-independent-newspaper
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/01/26/kazakhstan-2-union-leaders-arrested
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur57/5599/2017/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/11/28/kazakhstan-2-activists-sentenced-5-years
https://freedomhouse.org/article/kazakhstan-court-imposes-harsh-terms-activists
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8092,report-kazakhstan-pursues-former-top-managers-of-bta-bank-in-order-to-obtain-their-testimonies-against-mukhtar-ablyazov
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/7898,the-case-of-tatiana-paraskevich-through-misuse-of-the-eu-s-justice-system-kazakhstan-s-lobbyists-seek-to-have-paraskevich-s-asylum-status-revoked

