
 

 

 

 

 

  

       

       
To: The President of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

H.E. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 

Mangilik Yel st. 6, Government House 

010000, Nur-Sultan 

Kazakhstan 

aprk@akorda.kz 

 

Brussels, 16 October 2020 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

As Members of the European Parliament, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that since the 

adoption of the European Parliament’s 2019 urgent resolution on Kazakhstan,1 the human rights situation 

has not improved but has, in fact, deteriorated.  

 

Firstly, we would like to put the spotlight on the alarming information about the death of three activists, 

namely Dulat Agadil,2 Amanbike Meirkhanova and Serik Orazov, who fell victim to politically 

motivated persecution by law enforcement agencies in Kazakhstan multiple times. We regret to have 

learned that the family members of Dulat Agadil - the activist who died in a Kazakhstani pre-trial 

detention facility on February 25, 2020, during the visit of a European Parliament delegation to your 

country - are now under unprecedented pressure. It is widely known that the authorities are harassing the 

family for demanding an impartial investigation into his death and calling for an end to the impunity of 

those responsible for his political persecution, torture and denial of medical aid in the pre-trial detention 

facility. Much more effort is needed to fully investigate the circumstances of these three deaths, starting 

with the full access and disclosure of the criminal files to the families of the victims and their lawyers.3  

 

Secondly, we deplore the alarming rise of the number of political persecution cases recorded by activists 

on the ground. During the period from 30 July to 27 September 2020, more than  200 cases of political 

persecution,4 including 39 criminal cases,5 were reported in connection with participation in the 

traditional commemoration (As in Kazakh) and collection of humanitarian aid (Asar in Kazakh) for the 

family of civil activist Dulat Agadil.   

 

Likewise, more than 177,000 people belonging to the Telegram chat group of the banned peaceful 

“Koshe Party” (Koshe Partiyasy in Kazakh) opposition movement are at risk of being prosecuted for 

“extremism” for peacefully discussing political and social issues online. In contrast with the 

recommendations of the European Parliament and of the UN Special Rapporteur Fionnuala Ní Aoláin6 

condemning the authorities’ misuse of the extremist legislation, on 19 May 2020 a court banned the 

“Koshe Party" in a secret decision and denied the possibility to appeal. 5 criminal cases have been already 

initiated against peaceful protesters and social media users on the basis of extremism-related charges (Art. 

405 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan). Also, around 200 persons were arbitrarily 

detained and interrogated in connection with their support of the “Koshe Partiyasy” manifesto.7 The list 

of individual cases of political prosecution in connection with the authorities’ ban of the peaceful 

                                                 
1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0203_EN.pdf  
2 https://twitter.com/State_SCA/status/1232399059194929152?s=20  
3 https://twitter.com/NotExtremists/status/1270001221085077504?s=20  
4 https://twitter.com/qaharman_kz/status/1304658109277917185?s=20 
5 The exhaustive list of individual cases of political prosecution in connection with the support to Dulat Agadil’s family is attached to this letter. 
6 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24620&LangID=Ethe  
7 https://en.odfoundation.eu/content/uploads/2020/07/10.07.2020_odf_political_oppression_during_the_pandemic_eng.pdf  
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opposition movement “Koshe Partiyasy”, as well as other cases highlighted in this appeal, is attached to 

this letter. 

 

Thirdly, we remain deeply concerned about the fate of political prisoners Maks Bokayev, Almat 

Zhumagulov, Kenzhebek Abishev, Aset Abishev, Yerzhan Yelshibayev, Aron Atabek, Ruslan Ginatullin, 

Igor Chuprina, Igor Sychev and Sanavar Zakirova who continue to serve their prison terms, despite the 

European Parliament’s request to release all political prisoners. Since May 2020, the list of political 

prisoners has increased by 9 persons, mostly civil activists, 8 of whom have been charged under Art. 

405 (“participation in an extremist organisation”, namely “Koshe Partiyasy”) of the Criminal Code of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan. Among them are Kairat Klyshev, Abai Begimbetov, Askhat Zheksebayev, Serik 

Idyryshev, Askar Ibrayev, Medet Yeseneev,8 Murat Baimagambetov and Marat Duysembiev, in addition 

to Nurbol Onerkhan and Dametkan Aspandiyarova who have been placed under house arrest.9  

 

We are equally alarmed by the systemic use of torture in Kazakhstani places of detention, where every 

year the Coalition Against Torture NGO registers approximately 200 incidents of torture,10 as well as by 

the 7 lawsuits that have been brought against Elena Semenova, a well-known human rights defender and 

member of the civic organisation “Relatives Against Torture”, after she had published videos with the 

complaints of tortured prisoners.11   

 

Lastly, first-hand information suggests that the following human rights defenders Dana Zhanay, Altynai 

Tuksikova, Anna Shukeyeva, Nazym Serikpekova, Daryn Khasenov, Alma Nurusheva and Zukhra 

Nariman have been subjected to political persecution for either exposing the mismanagement of the 

pandemic and its harmful impact on human rights or participating in peaceful protests.  

 

These worrying events cast a shadow over the country’s effective respect of human rights conditions 

enshrined in the Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and the Republic of 

Kazakhstan. Therefore, we call upon you to take steps to fully implement the recommendations of the 

European Parliament’s 2019 urgent resolution, to guarantee an impartial investigation into the death of 

the three activists, to cease the prosecution of peaceful civil society activists, social media users and 

human rights defenders, as well as to immediately release all political prisoners.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Members of the European Parliament  

 

Isabel SANTOS, S&D 

Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS, RENEW 

Nacho SÁNCHEZ AMOR, S&D 

Juan Fernando LÓPEZ AGUILAR, S&D 

Domènec RUIZ DEVESA, S&D 

Klemen GROSELJ, RENEW 

Michael ŠIMEČKA, RENEW 

Javier NART, RENEW 

 

 

Please find annexed the list of individual cases 

 

CC:  

 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

H.E. Mukhtar Tleuberdi  

                                                 
8 https://www.instagram.com/p/CE66BvDAFxF/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link  
9 The details of the criminal prosecution of Murat Baimagambetov, Marat Duysembiev, Nurbol Onerkhan and Dametkan Aspandiyarova can be 

found in the list attached to this letter.  
10 https://uprdoc.ohchr.org/uprweb/downloadfile.aspx?filename=6872&file=EnglishTranslation  
11 https://twitter.com/qaharman_kz/status/1280537703407386625?s=20  
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Kunayev st. 31  

010000, Nur-Sultan  

Kazakhstan 

nursultan@mfa.kz 

 

Chairperson of the National Security Committee  

H.E. Karim Massimov  

Syganak st. 20 

010000, Nur-Sultan  

Kazakhstan 

press@knb.kz 

 

The Chair of the Security Council of Kazakhstan 

H.E. Nursultan Nazarbayev 

Mangilik Yel st. 6, Government House 

010000, Nur-Sultan 

Kazakhstan 

aprk@akorda.kz 

 

Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Kingdom of Belgium 

H.E. Aigul Kuspan 

Avenue Van Bever 30,  

В-1180, Brussels,  

Belgium 

brussels@mfa.kz 

 

Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Kazakhstan 

H.E. Sven-Olov Carlsson 

Kosmonavtov st. 62, 7th floor 

Z05E9E1, Nur-Sultan  

Kazakhstan 

Delegation-Kazakhstan@eeas.europa.eu;  

Delegation-Kazakhstan-HRFOCALPOINT@eeas.europa.eu 
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