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The Open Dialogue Foundation was established in Poland in 2009 on the initiative of Ukrainian student 
and civic activist Lyudmyla Kozlovska (who currently serves as President of the Foundation). Since its 
founding, statutory objectives of the Foundation include the protection of human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law in the post-Soviet area. In July 2017 area of interest of the Foundation was expanded 
due to the rapidly deteriorating situation in Poland and other EU member states affected by illiberal 
policies implemented by their populist governments. The Foundation has its permanent 
representations in Brussels, Warsaw and Kyiv. 

Website: https://odfoundation.eu/ ; e-mail: odfoundation@odfoundation.eu 

Twitter: @ODFoundation 

 

 

The Italian Federation for Human Rights (Federazione Italiana Diritti Umani - FIDU) is active since 1987 
as Italian Helsinki Committee. FIDU promotes the protection of human rights as enshrined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, the European Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966, the Helsinki Final Act of 
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe of 1975, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 
the European Union of 2007 and in other relevant international documents. 

 

Website: https://fidu.it/ ; e-mail: info@fidu.it 

 

Human Rights Protection Foundation Qaharman – a Kazakhstani human rights organisation which was 
established for the purpose of protecting fundamental human rights in Kazakhstan, in particular, the 
right to peaceful assembly, right to a fair trial, and right to participation in the management of state 
affairs, as well as freedom of speech and dissemination of information. As a public initiative, Qaharman 
began its activities in Kazakhstan in 2019, and in February 2020, it was officially registered. One of its 
leaders is Dana Zhanay. Qaharman activists monitor politically motivated trials and the right to peaceful 
assembly.  

Twitter: @qaharman_kz ; e-mail: qaharman.hr@gmail.com 

 

 

The human rights movement ‘405’ is a public initiative founded in 2019. One of its leaders is Anna 
Shukeyeva. The main goal of the movement is to protect participants of peaceful assemblies and 
bloggers who are subject to political prosecution under Article 405 of the Criminal Code of Kazakhstan 
(“participation in the activities of the organisation after its recognition as extremist”). The movement 
protects the right to peaceful expression, which should not be regarded by the authorities as 
‘extremism’. 

Twitter: @hr405kz ; e-mail: movement405hr@gmail.com  

 
 

Freedom Kazakhstan Foundation was founded in March 2020 in the United States by Kazakhstani 
philanthropist and human rights activist Barlyk Mendygaziyev. On 1 September 2020, the foundation 
was officially registered in the US. The organisation aims to provide financial and legal aid to victims of 
political repression in Kazakhstan, as well as to promote the inclusion of senior Kazakhstani officials 
and family members of Nursultan Nazarbayev on the sanctions list under the Magnitsky Act. 

Facebook: Barlyk Mendygaziyev ; e-mail: barlyk69@gmail.com  
 

The Bostandyq Kz human rights movement intends to fight for the observance of the constitutional 
rights and freedoms of the citizens of Kazakhstan, and to inform about human rights violations in the 
country. The movement was founded on 14 September 2020 and its leaders are Daryn Khassenov, Berik 
Mustagulov, Kaliaskar Amrenov and Lyazzat Anafina. 

Facebook: Bostandyq Kz 
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The human rights movement Veritas was established on 17 September 2020. The aim of the 
movement is to protect human rights in Kazakhstan, with special attention to freedom of speech, 
peaceful assembly and peaceful association. The movement monitors the implementation of 
Kazakhstan's commitments in the areas of human rights, environment, health and anti-corruption, and 
informs the EU, the UN, PACE, the OSCE, GRECO and the governments of democratic states about the 
results of the monitoring. Veritas conducts public campaigns to protect politically persecuted activists, 
political prisoners and victims of torture. The leaders of the movement are: Aliya Zhakupova, Alma 
Nurusheva, Gulzhanat Temirkhan, Nazym Serikpekova, Roza Musayeva. 

Facebook: Veritas human rights movement ; e-mail: veritas15.09.20@gmail.com  

 

 

`The "Femina Virtute" human rights movement, was established on 4 November 2020, and aims to 
combat discrimination against women in Kazakhstan and to document violations of women's, civil and 
political rights. The members of the movement conduct solidarity actions in defence of human rights 
and train citizens to defend their rights. Based on the monitoring results, the movement provides 
information to the European Parliament, the European Commission, the UN, the OSCE, the Council of 
Europe, governments and politicians of the EU states, as well as the USA, Canada, Australia, the UK, 
Norway and Switzerland. The leaders of the movement are Aizhan Ismakova, Ulbolsyn Turdiyeva and 
Sholpan Dzhanzakova.  

Facebook: Femina Virtute ; e-mail: ulbolsynturdieva@gmail.com  

 

 

Human rights movement "Article 14" was established on 5 November 2020 with the aim of monitoring 
the right to fair justice in Kazakhstan. The members of the movement inform citizens of Kazakhstan and 
the international community about violations of the right to a fair trial, fight for greater transparency 
in the justice process, and draw public attention to violations during trials. The leaders of the movement 
are: Abaibek Sultanov, Almas Nurlybayev, Saule Aimukhametova, Bibigul Imangaliyeva. 

Facebook: Article Hrm ; e-mail: article14hrm@gmail.com  

 

 

The Human Rights movement Elimay was established on 17 October 2020. The movement aims to 
protect civil and political rights and freedoms in Kazakhstan. The movement calls to put an end to all 
forms of political repression and release of political prisoners in Kazakhstan. The movement's leaders 
are: Raigul Sadyrbayeva, Aliya Issenova, Bayan Akberdinova, Tlegen Zhubanov and Serik Chalabayev. 
Raigul Sadyrbayeva was arrested after drafting this report. She is under criminal prosecution now. She 
is faces up to 10 years imprisonment. 

Facebook: ELIMAY ~ defence of human rights in Kazakhstan ; e-mail: elimayfreedom@gmail.com  

 

 

Public association ‘We are Against Torture’ was founded in 2019. The head of the association is Elena 
Semenova. The organisation defends the right to protection from torture and other inhuman or 
degrading treatment. The association's activities are aimed at providing an immediate response in the 
event of torture or ill-treatment in Kazakhstan's places of detention (colonies, pre-trial detention 
facilities and prisons).  

Facebook: Родственники против пыток ; e-mail: onk.pavlodar2@gmail.com 

 

Botagoz Jardemalie - a human rights lawyer from Kazakhstan, a member of the New York Bar 
Association. 

 

 

Project Manager: 

Lyudmyla Kozlovska (the Open Dialogue Foundation): lyudmylakozlovska@odfoundation.eu 

Cover photo: Limara_abenova Instagram page 

Copyright: the Open Dialogue Foundation, FIDU, Qaharman, 405, Freedom Kazakhstan, Bostandyq Kz, Veritas, Femina Virtute, Article 14, Elimay, 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Mass protests in early January 2022 in Kazakhstan took place in 48 cities and over 40 localities. Growing 
repression, the deteriorating economic situation and bogus reforms caused this unprecedented social 
upheaval in the modern history of independent Kazakhstan. 

The gross human rights violations committed during the suppression of anti-government protests in 
Kazakhstan in January 2022 have all the hallmarks of crimes against humanity. The Kazakhstani authorities 
have publicly refused to ensure an independent international investigation into these events. 

On 20 January 2022 the European Parliament in its urgent resolution called on the EU to impose personal 
sanctions for shootings, torture and mass arbitrary detentions of citizens during the January protests. The 
European Parliament has called for an international investigation. "We can handle it ourselves," was the 
Kazakhstani president's response. And the European Parliament resolution itself was called by the 
Kazakhstan's Foreign Ministry as "biased" and "unacceptable". 

The Kazakhstani authorities imitate "openness" and "active dialogue" with international partners. Using the 
opportunities of direct contacts, the Kazakhstani authorities manage to impose their propaganda rhetoric 
on EU officials and government representatives, thereby concealing crimes. And Kazakhstan's propaganda 
has already partially succeeded. 

Kazakhstan's top officials have thus succeeded in diverting the attention of European diplomats to the 
rhetoric of a "terrorist attack" and "unrest". The reasons for the unprecedented mass protests, Tokayev's 
order to "shoot to kill without warning", the shooting of peaceful citizens, mass torture and the military 
intervention of Russian-led CSTO (Collective Security Treaty Organisation) troops in Kazakhstan to suppress 
the protests (see Section 3.1. of this report) have been overshadowed by unsubstantiated claims of the 
Kazakhstani authorities about attacks of “20 thousand foreign-trained terrorists.” Kazakhstan's propaganda 
of false claims has already partially succeeded. 

The Kazakhstani authorities imitate "openness and active dialogue with civil society in Kazakhstan” for the 
international partners. 

The soft response of democratic governments, EU diplomats and OSCE officials to systematic human rights 
violations and widespread corruption in Kazakhstan, the policy of quiet diplomacy, the silencing of the names 
of political prisoners, the selective approach to meetings with representatives of Kazakhstani civil society all 
contributed to the Kazakhstani regime becoming even more violent and repressive. 

Neglecting to implement the recommendations of European Parliament resolutions on human rights in 
Kazakhstan by EU diplomats, as well as ignoring violations of the basic human rights provisions of the EU-
Kazakhstan Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, leads to even greater repression and a greater sense of 
impunity for top officials, as well as those who execute their criminal instructions. 

This report provides numerous facts and examples of how the words of the Kazakhstani authorities do not 
correspond to reality, how the authorities continue to violate human rights, cover up crimes and fabricate 
evidence. This report aims to debunk official claims of the Kazakhstani authorities about unfolding events in 
Kazakhstan following peaceful protests that started on 2 January 2022. The report covers the time period 
from 2 January 2022 (from the beginning of mass anti-government protests) until 21 February 2022. 

We provide the facts which indicate that official information and results of the investigation of the 
Kazakhstani authorities cannot be trusted: 
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1. Propaganda false claims about "terrorists" has become an excuse for repression and the shooting of 
civilians 

President Tokayev claimed that Kazakhstan was "attacked by 20,000 terrorists" without providing any 
evidence of that. On the contrary, many testimonies indicate that the disorders and looting were organised 
by criminal groups under the control of the authorities. This was an attempt by the authorities to discredit 
the anti-government protests. Armed men in masks and civilian clothes have been recorded marching in 
formation with police officers. Organised provocateurs demonstratively set fire to police cars, smashed shop 
windows and became violent when peaceful protesters tried to calm them down and stop them. 

Victims of torture in Almaty testified about the coordinated torture and abduction of civilians in the streets 
of the city during peaceful protests. In an interview with Radio Azattyq, a witness described how members of 
the criminal organisation of Arman Dzhumageldiev (known as "Wild Arman"), who has been involved in the 
crackdown on the opposition and civil society on orders from the National Security Committee since 2005, 
abducted and tortured civilians, locking them in containers. Then police officers took the detainees from the 
containers and continued torturing them in pre-trial detention facilities, demanding from them false 
confessions of participation in mass riots or terrorism. The process of torture by criminals from the Wild 
Arman group was videotaped by an MP from the Nur Otan government party (Section 4.1). 

 

Evidently, using the "terrorists" argument, the authorities are trying to justify: 

a) The invitation of Russian-led CSTO military troops to Kazakhstan. Since the protests are an internal affair 
of the country, the deployment of CSTO troops should be seen as a violation of sovereignty and a military 
intervention. A dangerous precedent has been set, which Russia could use in the future. Moreover, Putin 
has effectively become the guarantor of the preservation of the dictatorship in Kazakhstan. Not only 
Lukashenko, but also Tokayev, are now dictators dependent on Putin. 

b) Shooting of peaceful citizens without warning with firearms. Officially, the authorities stated that “227 
people were killed as a result of disorders’”. This report cites dozens of cases in which police and military 
killed and wounded with live ammunition those who were peacefully participating in the protests, who 
were at the protest sites and even those who were passing by. Among those killed are women, young 
children and even entire families with children. Despite this, the authorities continue to deny that they 
shot at peaceful citizens, and refuse to publish the names of the deceased people. 

Protesters are holding a placard: "we are ordinary people, we are not terrorists". Almaty, 6 January 2022 
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c) The ongoing mass repressions against civil society. According to official figures alone, 10,000 people have 
been detained as the result of the protests. Activists, peaceful protesters, those who helped the injured, 
those who had videos from the protests on their phones and those who brought food and water to the 
protesters have been subjected to arrest and prosecution en masse. They are accused of “participation 
in mass disorders”, “attacks on buildings” and “acts of terrorism” (Section 5.2) Under torture, they 
“confess” even to “terrorism”. 

 

2. Peaceful protesters are tortured en masse, forced to take the blame for "terrorism" 

a) In January 2022, arbitrarily detained peaceful protesters were deprived of access to lawyers and relatives. 
They have been and, as of 21 February 2022, continue to be subjected to mass brutal torture in police 
departments and pre-trial detention facilities. The purpose of torture is to force people to incriminate 
themselves and "confess" their guilt of "terrorism", "assistance to terrorists" or "participation in disorders 
for money". Thus, the authorities use torture to make "terrorists" out of civilians, fabricating evidence 
and supporting Tokayev's narrative on " terrorist attacks". 

b) Every day we receive new testimonies from victims of torture and their relatives. This report describes 
numerous examples of how detainees were brutally tortured and are still tortured in various cities in 
Kazakhstan (Section 6.1). Peaceful protesters were beaten with truncheons and fists, had their ribs, arms, 
legs broken, were tied to the wall, had a hot iron put to their bodies, had a gun held to their heads, were 
strangled, electrocuted and had needles inserted under their nails. The detainees were also kept naked 
on the cold floor, not allowed to eat or drink for several days, threatened to be raped with a truncheon 
and to have their relatives killed. 

Several cases are known in which arbitrary detainees have died after enduring brutal torture. Their 
relatives found them in morgues handcuffed and with horrific injuries from torture (Section 6.3). 

A group of Kazakh security forces fire automatic weapons at protesters. Almaty, 6 January 2022 
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In addition, in the period from 8 January 2022 to 9 January 2022 in Almaty, several dozen injured people 
(including seriously wounded) were taken from hospitals by armed special forces using brute force. Police 
officers took away the crutches of the wounded and took them to the pre-trial detention facility where 
they were tortured. They were beaten, including on their wounds, and did not receive adequate medical 
care. 

c) The authorities sabotage the investigation of torture and cover up perpetrators of this crime. President 
Tokayev believes that "allegations of torture are exaggerated". So far, no one has been punished for the 
mass torture of participants in the January protests. Moreover, we have recorded cases of pressure and 
threats against those who complain of torture. The Prosecutor's Office and the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
force them to withdraw their complaints and threaten them with criminal liability for "spreading 
deliberately false information" (Section 6.4). In Taldykorgan, police officers even went on a protest against 
the investigation of torture. The authorities mimic an investigation into torture, asking to wait for their 
official findings, but in fact they are using the time to cover up evidence of torture and intimidate torture 
victims. 

 

3. Data concealment, information blockade and monopolisation of information on the protests 

a) There is reason to believe that the authorities are trying to conceal the real number of peaceful citizens 
killed. So far, the authorities have not provided official lists of those who were killed, detained and went 
missing. These lists are compiled by human rights defenders, journalists and activists. Morgues were 
heavily guarded. Often the authorities refuse to hand over the bodies of those killed and bury them as 
"terrorists", thereby supporting their narrative and creating false evidence. In various regions of the 
country, police exhume killed people. Relatives fear that the authorities do this in order to bury them as 
terrorists in trenches and to conceal the extent of the shooting of civilians (Section 4.2). 

b) The information blockade has also contributed to the concealment of crimes. During the protests in 
Kazakhstan, the internet and communications were shut down for five days. The journalists covering the 
protests were detained, beaten and arrested (Section 4.3). 

c) Law enforcement authorities have prosecuted human rights defenders in order to prevent them from 
collecting unbiased information about shootings and torture that they can deliver the international 
community. They are arrested, prosecuted and tortured (Section 4.4). 

d) It should be noted that no independent, thorough and transparent investigation into the political killings 
or repressions has been carried out by the Kazakhstani authorities to date. No one has ever been held 
accountable for the six political killings that took place in Kazakhstan in 2020-2021. The shooting of 
peaceful oil workers in Zhanaozen in 2011 and the mass torture of those arrested in the Zhanaozen case 
remained without any independent and credible investigation. 

This report presents only a fraction of the known cases, but they already demonstrate the enormous scale of 
repression. In order to process all the incoming information and record such a large number of crimes, human 
rights defenders need financial and political support from the EU, the US, Canada and the UK. 

The authorities of Kazakhstan are trying to conceal the most large-scale crimes against humanity in the 
country's history. Torture and political repression continue. To stop this, personal sanctions should be 
imposed on Kazakhstan's high-level officials - Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, Minister Yerlan 
Turgumbayev, General Prosecutor Gizat Nurdauletov, Defence Minister Murat Bektanov. We also support 
the call by the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance against Kleptocracy on the need to impose personal sanctions on 
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the entourage of Nursultan Nazarbayev and other regime collaborators who have taken part in the 
embezzlement of Kazakhstan's wealth - Dinara and Dariga Nazarbayevs, Bolat Nazarbayev, Timur Kulibayev, 
Samat Abish, Kairat Satybaldy, Kairat Sharipbayev, Nurali Aliyev, Karim Massimov, Aigul Nurieva, Vladimir 
Kim, Kenes Rakishev, Sauat Mynbayev, Bulat Utemuratov, Akhmetzhan Yesimov and others.1 

 

Sources of information used in preparation the report 

The report is based on information received from victims, eyewitnesses or public sources. We also have 
documents, in particular copies of complaints of torture which participants of peaceful protests sent to the 
Prosecutor's Office. We continue to receive appeals, testimonies, video and photo evidence from Kazakhstani 
citizens who have been arbitrarily arrested and tortured, as well as from relatives of killed peaceful protesters 
from various regions of Kazakhstan.  

The report includes information received from participants of the human rights monitoring Facebook group 
#IHaveAChoice #ActivistsNotExtremists,2 administered by the Open Dialogue Foundation with support from 
the Human Rights Protection Foundation “Qaharman”, the Human rights movement “405.”, the human rights 
movement Veritas, the "Femina Virtute" human rights movement, human rights movement "Article 14", the 
Human Rights movement Elimay, the Bostandyq Kz human rights movement. The group, consisting of more 
than 8,200 participants from different cities in Kazakhstan, was established to collect information and provide 
legal and humanitarian support to victims of political persecution and arbitrary detention. 

The authors of this report express their gratitude for all informants and volunteers, who contributed to this 
report despite risking their lives and freedom. 

 

 

2. POLITICAL CHANGES AS A RESULT OF THE JANUARY PROTESTS 

On 2 January 2022 an increase in the price of autogas triggered a peaceful protest by tens of thousands of 
Zhanaozen residents demanding to cut the price of autogas in half. On 3-6 January, peaceful protests spread 
to more than 80 cities and towns, with the political demand “Shal, ket!” (“old man, leave!”). These protests 
were the largest in the years of Kazakhstan’s independence and were characterised by a single clear demand 
for a complete change of power. Falling monument to Nazarbayev, the widespread dismantling of street and 
avenue nameplates bearing Nazarbayev’s name across Kazakhstan became a demonstration of citizens’ 
weariness of dictatorship, poverty, powerlessness and corruption. The desire of citizens to build and live in a 
democratic country outweighed the fear of repression of Nazarbayev’s 30-year dictatorship.  

On 4 January 2022, President Tokayev called peaceful protesters (by this time there were no publicly recorded 
facts of vandalism) who demanded the change of regime – “destructive persons, interested in undermining 
the stability and unity of our country”. In other words, from the beginning, the authorities regarded the 
peaceful protesters as a threat to their own dictatorship. 

On 5 January 2022, in an attempt to pacify peaceful protesters across the country, Tokayev dismissed the 
government and blamed the rise in prices on the Ministry of Energy, but it did not succeed. On the same day, 

 
1 https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-02-03/debates/41000B02-86AB-499E-8547-0F5AA84611B0/KazakhstanAnti-CorruptionSanctions  
2 Coalition of human rights NGOs #IHAVEACHOICE #ACTIVISTSNOTEXTREMISTS: monitoring group, available at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/  

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-02-03/debates/41000B02-86AB-499E-8547-0F5AA84611B0/KazakhstanAnti-CorruptionSanctions
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/
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5 January 2022, a state of emergency was declared to stop the protests, justify the repression and shut down 
the internet to conceal the extent of the repression. 

On 5 January 2022, Tokayev described protesters and regime-organised looters as “mobs of bandits”, and on 
that day declared that “international terrorist gangs” were operating in the country.  

Tokyaev and Kazakhstan’s authorities have offered no evidence to support the claims that there where 
terrorists involved in the January 2022 events. Yet, such unsupported claims have being used to justify: 

• illegal use of lethal weapon against peaceful protesters and civilians; 

• the invitation of Russian-led the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) military troops to 
Kazakhstan by the authorities of Kazakhstan; 

• the ongoing mass repressions against civil society. 

On 7 January 2022, Tokayev tweeted that “the city of Almaty was under attack by 20,000 terrorists”, but he 
later deleted his tweet. 

On 7 January 2022, Tokayev publicly stated an order to law enforcement agencies and the army to “shoot to 
kill without warning”, which is a violation not only of Kazakhstani law, but also of Kazakhstan’s international 
obligations. On 9 January 2022, the Minister of Internal Affairs, Yerlan Turgumbayev, stated that: “The 
criminals disguised themselves as police and military officers and committed illegal acts” in order to justify 
the killing of civilians. In this way, the regime wants to shift the responsibility for civilian shootings onto the 
mythical 20,000 terrorists. 

 

8 January 2022, Almaty. Photo: AP/Vasily Krestyaninov 

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/prestupniki-pereodevalis-formu-politsii-voennyih-glava-mvd-458520/
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On 5 January 2022, Karim Massimov, the head of the NSC (National Security Committee), was dismissed. He 
had held this position since 2016. 

Nazarbayev and Tokayev had to sacrifice Massimov in order to deflect the attention from the shooting 
without warning. On 8 January 2022, the authorities announced that Massimov had been detained and a 
criminal case opened against him on suspicion of treason. He has allegedly been placed in a pre-trial detention 
facility. The Kazakhstani authorities are likely to blame him for the so-called invasion of Kazakhstani territory 
by alleged foreign terrorists. The authorities claimed: "There has been a hybrid terrorist attack on Kazakhstan 
to destabilise and overthrow the government. There was a conspiracy by internal and certain external forces, 
since both Kazakhstani and foreign nationals were involved." The authorities still have not clarified the 
allegations against Massimov. 

The relatively quick reaction of Russia and the CSTO to Tokayev's request for support may indicate that Putin’s 
regime saw a direct threat in the loss of power of Nazarbayev as a result of mass peaceful protests. Putin has 
become the guarantor for survival and existence of the authoritarian regime in Kazakhstan.  

Kazakhstan is now under the de facto control of Russia. Tokayev has already declared that Russia would be 
the vector of Kazakhstan's foreign policy.3 It is to be expected that the Russian army will be followed by 
Russian corporations in Kazakhstan, and in the near future they may start taking over the control of 
Kazakhstan's oil and gas sector as well as other sectors of the economy. Thus Russia will further strengthen 
its position on the energy market in the region.  

 On 18 January 2022 Nursultan Nazarbayev commented for the first time on developments in the country. He 
stated that he is a "pensioner" and "retired from business back in 2019". According to Nazarbayev, Tokayev 
has taken over all the power in the state and "there is no conflict or confrontation in the elite".4 

It is also to Russia's advantage that Nazarbayev "saves face" and stays in Kazakhstan. This is important in the 
context of a future transit of power in Russia itself. Putin obviously wants to avoid a precedent in which a 
former president loses everything and is persecuted. 

 

 

3. THE FAILURE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF THE JANUARY EVENTS IN KAZAKHSTAN 

 

3.1 The impact of Kazakhstani propaganda about the January events on EU officials and diplomats 

On 6 January 2022 Kasym-Jomart Tokayev in fact equated peaceful protests with "riots", stating that "about 
half the territory of our country is covered by riots".5 In reality, violent clashes took place predominantly only 
in Almaty, Semey, Aktobe and Taldykorgan. At the same time, shootings of peaceful citizens were recorded 
in at least 10 cities: Almaty, Atyrau, Aktobe, Kyzylorda, Pavlodar, Semey, Taraz, Taldykorgan, Ust-
Kamenogorsk and Shymkent. 

On 7 January 2022 Tokayev wrote several messages on Twitter in which he claimed that Almaty was attacked 
by about "20,000 terrorists". This message was deleted the next day.6 Former Nazarbayev adviser 

 
 
 
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ZSwtUV_bo 
5 https://www.kazpravda.kz/news/prezident2/okolo-polovini-territorii-kazahstana-ohvacheno-besporyadkami--tokaev  
6 https://www.currenttime.tv/a/prezident-kazahstana-udalil-tvit-o-yakoby-napavshih-na-almaty-20-tysyachah-terroristah/31645139.html  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ZSwtUV_bo
https://www.kazpravda.kz/news/prezident2/okolo-polovini-territorii-kazahstana-ohvacheno-besporyadkami--tokaev
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/prezident-kazahstana-udalil-tvit-o-yakoby-napavshih-na-almaty-20-tysyachah-terroristah/31645139.html
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Yermukhamet Yertysbayev said Tokayev was informed of the "20,000 terrorists" by the former NSC 
leadership. He was allegedly "deliberately misinformed" to intimidate and possibly provoke him into fleeing 
the country.7 Nevertheless, the authorities have picked up the version of thousands of terrorists and still 
continue to claim so. Minister of Foregn Affairs of Kazkahstan Mukhtar Tleuberdi stated that there were 
"20,000 terrorists" only in Almaty, and that there were many more across the country.8 

 

Deleted messages from Tokayev’s Twitter  

On 7 January 2022, in his address to the nation, Tokayev equated all the protesters with "terrorists". "We had 
to deal with bandits and terrorists… They must be destroyed. And this will be done."9 President Tokayev 
claimed and as it was repeated by other officials, that Kazakhstan had been attacked by 20 thousand 
terrorists.10,11 The Kazakhstani authorities have provided no evidence to support their claims that there were 
terrorists involved in the January 2022 events. The "terrorist attack" theory borders on the absurd and has 
been discredited, but the authorities continue to insist on it. 

Moreover, the Kazakhstani authorities explain the "presence of terrorists" in a strange and implausible way. 
In particular, President Tokayev said, "Bandits attacked morgues at night, taking and carrying away bodies of 
their dead accomplices. They also took away the bodies of fighters directly from the battlefield."12 The head 
of Almaty Police Department claimed that 41 bodies were stolen by unknown people from morgues.13 
Furthermore, Tokayev also claimed that the terrorists "employ tactics of disguise", "shave off their beards" 
and go into hiding.14  

Apparently, using the "terrorist attack" theory, the authorities are trying to justify: the invitation of Russian-
led CSTO military troops to Kazakhstan, the illegal use of lethal weapon against peaceful protesters and 
civilians, and the ongoing mass repressions against civil society. 

The Kazakhstani authorities try to imitate openness with the demands of Kazakhstani society, holding 
meetings and online conferences with Western partners and declaring their "readiness to conduct an 

 
7 https://for.kg/news-749971-ru.html  
8 https://zonakz.net/2022/01/21/mid-rk-poobeshhal-pokazat-dokazatelstva-uchastiya-inostrannyx-terroristov-v-besporyadkax/  
9 https://www.akorda.kz/ru/obrashchenie-glavy-gosudarstva-kasym-zhomarta-tokaeva-k-narodu-kazahstana-70412  
10 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59907235 
11 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3180958178890110/ 
12 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/10/foreign-meddling-behind-kazakhstan-unrest-putin-claims  
13 https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/41-telo-pohischeno-glava-politsii-almatyi-rasskazal-459349/ 
14 https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/tokaev-boeviki-sbrivayut-borodyi-pereodevayutsya-skryitsya-458692/  

https://for.kg/news-749971-ru.html
https://zonakz.net/2022/01/21/mid-rk-poobeshhal-pokazat-dokazatelstva-uchastiya-inostrannyx-terroristov-v-besporyadkax/
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objective investigation". However, all of this is being done with the single aim of monopolising the channels 
for disseminating information about the January events and imposing their point of view regarding the events 
and their causes. 

● On 24 January 2022 Deputy Speaker of the Senate of the Parliament of Kazakhstan Askar Shakirov 
took part in the online session of the Bureau of the OSCE PA,15 where he "detailed the circumstances 
of the tragic January events in the country". At the meeting, the Kazakhstani representative outlined 
the authorities' version of a "terrorist attack" and "unrest" during the protests. The Kazakhstani 
authorities went on to talk about the "strategic reforms of the Head of State towards further 
democratisation and ... reformatting the work of law enforcement agencies in order to effectively 
protect citizens".16 

● On 10 February 2022 the EU Special Representative for Central Asia, Terhi Hakala, visited Kazakhstan. 
During her visit Hakala met with the President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, State Secretary Erlan Karin, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mukhtar Tileuberdi, Ombudsperson Elvira Azimova and Deputy General 
Prosecutor Bulat Dembayev. During the talks, the parties discussed the January events as well as the 
government's reform plans.17 Hakala also met with representatives of Kazakhstani NGOs who 
participate in the EU programmes. Among the representatives of the "Kazakhstani public" with whom 
Hakala met was lawyer Aiman Umarova,18 who has the support of the Kazakhstani authorities. 
Umarova is a member of the National Council of Public Trust under the President of Kazakhstan. 
Following the Kazakhstani authorities, Umarova has claimed that the January protests "were not 
peaceful"19 and has opposed an international investigation into the tragic events in Kazakhstan. 
Meanwhile, Hakala has not met with representatives of independent civil society organisations that 
are gathering information on mass shootings and political persecution. Róża Thun, a member of the 
European Parliament, criticised this selective approach in the dialogue with civil society.20 

Against the backdrop of an information blockade the Kazakhstani authorities' false claims about "20,000 
terrorists" proved to be very effective. The Kazakhstani authorities succeeded in diverting international 
attention to the authorities' promises to "conduct an objective investigation" of the January events. 
Tokayev's order to "shoot to kill without warning", mass torture and the military intervention of foreign 
troops in Kazakhstan to suppress the protests were overshadowed. 

● On 5 January 2022, when security forces started using firearms en masse against peaceful protesters in 
Almaty, the EEAS issued a rather mild statement calling on the Kazakhstani authorities to respect the 
fundamental right to peaceful protest and to uphold its commitments.21 

● On 6 January 2022, during the most violent phase of the mass shooting of peaceful protesters in 
Kazakhstan, the OSCE PA President Margareta Cederfelt issued a statement in which she also reiterated 
the EEAS call for all parties to the conflict to «refrain from the use of violence, and use dialogue to resolve 
grievances».22 This statement by the President of the OSCE PA can be explained by the information 
isolation and propaganda false claims by the Kazakhstani authorities about an attack by "20,000 

 
15 https://www.oscepa.org/en/news-a-media/press-releases/2022/osce-pa-leaders-discuss-challenges-facing-ukraine-and-kazakhstan-in-online-meeting  
16 https://www.inform.kz/ru/predstaviteli-pa-obse-posetyat-kazahstan_a3890358  
17 https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kazakhstan/110766/node/110766_en  
18 https://twitter.com/TerhiHakala/status/1491823117228027920  
19 https://www.inform.kz/ru/obschestvennaya-komissiya-po-rassledovaniyu-yanvarskih-sobytiy-sozdana-v-kazahstane_a3890589 
20 https://twitter.com/rozathun/status/1490698140411912193?s=21  
21 https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/109425/kazakhstan-statement-spokesperson-latest-developments_en  
22 https://www.oscepa.org/en/news-a-media/press-releases/2022/osce-pa-leaders-urge-peaceful-resolution-of-unrest-in-kazakhstan  
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terrorists" and looters. According to eyewitness accounts, the police and military used lethal weapons on 
civilians who were unarmed. 

● On 18 January 2022, a joint statement was issued by the ten Human Rights Ambassadors of EU Member 
States on Kazakhstan, who «welcome the stabilisation of the situation in Kazakhstan» and called on the 
Kazakhstani authorities to conduct a full and transparent investigation into the January events. No 
mention was made of the mass shootings of peaceful protesters, mass torture, and the names of activists 
and human rights defenders arrested and wounded by gunfire. According to our sources in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affair of Kazakhstan, the text of the statement was lobbied for by the Slovak Foreign Ministry's 
Human Rights Ambassador, Peter Burian. He previously served as the EU Special Representative for 
Central Asia and was frequently criticised by human rights defenders for ignoring human rights issues in 
the countries of the region.23 

● 19 January 2022 Stella Kyriakides, a representative of the European Commission, speaking in the 
European Parliament, said that it was necessary to wait for the results of the official investigation by the 
Kazakhstani authorities and not to draw hasty conclusions.24 

● On 20 January 2022 the US Mission to the OSCE called on the government of Kazakhstan “to conduct a 
full and transparent investigation into the tragic events, ensure fair trials for those accused of crimes in 
accordance with human rights obligations and commitments”.25 However, earlier, on 7 January 2022, the 
position of the United States was more decisive regarding the use of lethal weapons against civilians and 
the deployment of CSTO occupation troops on the territory of Kazakhstan under the cover of 
"peacekeeping". Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said that Kazakhstan had an opportunity to respond 
appropriately to protests, to do so in a way that respects the rights of the protesters while maintaining 
law and order and do this without deploying the CSTO troops.26 

● On 24 January 2022 an exchange of views took place in the EU External Action Committee, attended by 
Members of the European Parliament as well as Luc Devigne, the Director for Russia, Eastern partnership, 
Central Asia and OSCE of the European External Action Service, and Terhi Hakala, the EU Special 
Representative for Central Asia. Luc Devigne said he was shocked by developments in Kazakhstan after 
"30 years of stability and peace" and echoed the false claims of the Kazakhstani authorities about 
"country-wide unrest". He said that the European Commission expects a full and objective investigation 
by the Kazakhstani authorities. Devigne also noted positively the repeated visits of Kazakhstani 
representatives, in particular Foreign Minister Mukhtar Tleuberdi and Ombudsperson Elvira Azimova, to 
Brussels, as well as to Vienna and Geneva for meetings with OSCE and UN representatives. In doing so, 
he effectively confirmed that communication with representatives of the Kazakhstani authorities is a key 
source of information on developments in Kazakhstan. Devigne did not mention any dialogues with 
independent representatives of Kazakhstani civil society. This situation results in Kazakhstan's state 
propaganda of false claims being very effective and thus the authorities manage to impose their point of 
view on events in the country. 

● Members of the European Parliament expressed their indignation at the European Commission's 
assessment of the situation in Kazakhstan. In the MPs' opinion, the mass protests were caused by large-
scale corruption in the state, political repression and general impoverishment of the citizens of this 
resource-rich country. The MEP Petras Auštrevičius criticised the meetings with representatives of 

 
23 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3177215269264401/  
24 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=b68b85a0-63b2-c4dd-2764-5c661367f4d7&date=20220119#  
25 https://osce.usmission.gov/response-to-the-address-by-the-deputy-prime-minister-and-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-kazakhstan-mukhtar-tileuberdi/  
26 https://ru.usembassy.gov/statement-by-secretary-of-state-anthony-blinken-during-press-release/  
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Kazakhstan, saying that EU officials "should spend more time in courtrooms rather than in cosy offices 
over a cup of coffee... people should be supported, not corrupt elites".27 The MEPs recalled the events in 
Zhanaozen in 2011, which have not yet been fully investigated. In addition, the MEPs called to consider 
the deployment of the CSTO troops in Kazakhstan as an external intervention on the part of Russia. 

 

3.2 The need to change the EU's approach to relations with Kazakhstan 

On 24 January 2022, during an exchange of views in the EU External Action Committee, many 
parliamentarians emphasised that the time has come to change the approach to relations with Kazakhstan. 
Over the years, diplomats and EU officials have tried to develop relations through bilateral dialogues. The 
emphasis has been set on deepening economic cooperation. As a result, each year the human rights and rule 
of law situation in Kazakhstan has only worsened. Members of the European Parliament call for the EU values 
to be finally placed at the head of bilateral relations, as stated in the Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement between the EU and Kazakhstan. Economic cooperation should only take place if Kazakhstan 
fulfils its international obligations in the area of democracy, human rights and the rule of law. The MPs also 
called for support and closer dialogue with independent representatives of Kazakhstani civil society to obtain 
objective information on Kazakhstan's compliance with its international commitments.28 

A few days earlier, on 20 January 2022, the European Parliament adopted an urgent resolution on the January 
events in Kazakhstan. According to the resolution, the Kazakhstani authorities resorted to the use of excessive 
and unjustified force against peaceful protesters under the pretext of combating "terrorists". The resolution 
condemns the rhetoric of the Kazakhstani authorities about peaceful protesters as "terrorists".  

This resolution called on Kazakhstan to immediately release the arbitrarily detained protesters, and called on 
the EU to launch an international investigation into the crimes committed against the people of Kazakhstan 
during these protests (including investigation into the cases of missing people, killings, torture, arbitrary 
detention of activists). The European Parliament noted the need to impose personal sanctions against the 
high-level Kazakhstani officials responsible for these crimes.29 

The European Parliament resolution correlates with a statement made by the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on the events in Kazakhstan. On 6 January 2022, Bachelet stated that «lethal 
force should only be used as a last resort against specific individuals to address an imminent threat of death” 
and the prohibition of torture and ill-treatment and the prohibition of arbitrary detention should be 
respected in all circumstances.30 

The January events in Kazakhstan raised the important issue of cooperation between governments of 
democratic states and corrupt elites of authoritarian regimes. On 3 February 2022 member of the British 
Parliament Dame Margaret Hodge announced that their group on Anti-Corruption and Responsible Tax 
together with US parliamentarians and members of the European Parliament created the Inter-Parliamentary 
Alliance against Kleptocracy. The Alliance called on the UK, the US and the EU governments to impose 
sanctions against Kazakhstani oligarchs, who have systematically robbed their own people. According to 
Dame Margaret Hodge, the British government has turned a blind eye to corruption in Kazakhstan for years 

 
27 https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/afet-committee-meeting_20220125-1345-COMMITTEE-AFET  
28 https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/afet-committee-meeting_20220125-1345-COMMITTEE-AFET  
29 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0012_EN.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1OFVEVqENHpInQl9Nyw-eNIvbFBrvfViKDBRs-kkyYk5Sm5qG-I900XD8  
30 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=28016&LangID=E  
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and is therefore also responsible for what is happening in Kazakhstan.31 Among those listed for sanctions are 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, his daughters Dinara and Dariga Nazarbayevs, Nazarbayev's sons-in-law Timur 
Kulibayev and Kairat Sharipbayev, and Nazarbayev's brother Bolat Nazarbayev, Nurali Aliyev, son of Dariga 
Nazarbayeva, now former NSC head Karim Massimov and his associate Aigul Nurieva, oligarchs Vladimir Kim 
and Kenes Rakishev, former state officials Sauat Mynbayev, Bulat Utemuratov, Akhmetzhan Yesimov and 
others. 

On 8 February 2022, the position of the members of the European Parliament in assessing the situation in 
Kazakhstan was supported by 21 PACE deputies. They signed a written declaration in which they condemned 
the statements of the Kazakhstani authorities about "20,000 terrorists". According to the lawmakers, the 
authorities thus sought justification for mass persecution and an information blockade. The deputies called 
for an international investigation into the deployment of troops from the Collective Security Treaty 
Organization to assist the Kazakhstani government against protesters.32 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan called the European Parliament resolution "biased and based 
on prejudiced conclusions and data". "We consider it unacceptable to adopt such documents before the results 
of the official investigation initiated by the government of the Republic of Kazakhstan are made public," - 
stressed the Kazakhstani authorities.33 Mazhilis deputy Aidos Sarym said in relation to the adopted resolution 
that it is the position of the European Commission that should be taken into account as its representatives 
are voicing "the right and necessary things".34 In doing so, Sarym demonstrated the position of the 
Kazakhstani authorities, who take advantage of the different assessments of the events in Kazakhstan by 
members of the European Parliament and European officials in order not to comply with international 
obligations and to depreciate the conclusions of the European Parliament. 

On 14 February 2022, Mukhtar Tleuberdi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, met with ambassadors 
of the EU member states in Nur-Sultan. At the meeting the Head of the EU Delegation to Kazakhstan Kestutis 
Jankauskas claimed that «we remain committed to our dialogue in the framework of the EPCA and will 
continue to support Kazakhstan in the ongoing reform process». He also noted that the EU expects an 
objective investigation of the January events on the part of Kazakhstan. Other ambassadors also allegedly 
expressed their support for Kazakhstan.35 The Kazakhstani authorities use such statements for their 
propaganda purposes to demonstrate that EU diplomats allegedly approve of the reforms that are being 
introduced in Kazakhstan. Thus, after Mukhtar Tleuberdi's meeting with EU diplomats, MEPs received a letter 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan claiming that «the EU member states are consistently 
supporting the course of political and socio-economic modernization of the country pursued by President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev». This case shows that the overly lenient stance of European diplomats allows the 
Kazakhstani authorities to impose their point of view and disseminate state propaganda. 

 

3.3. President Tokayev has refused to conduct an international investigation 

On 29 January 2022, in an interview with the state television channel Khabar, Tokayev stated that he rejected 
calls for an international investigation into the suppression of protests in Kazakhstan: "As for the international 

 
31 https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-02-03/debates/41000B02-86AB-499E-8547-0F5AA84611B0/KazakhstanAnti-CorruptionSanctions ; 
https://twitter.com/taxinparliament/status/1489294731712606217?s=21  
32 https://pace.coe.int/en/files/29811/html  
33 https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/mfa/press/news/details/315149?lang=ru  
34 https://www.inform.kz/ru/aydos-sarym-o-rezolyucii-evroparlamenta-99-iz-etih-deputatov-nikogda-ne-byli-v-kazahstane_a3889043  
35 https://www.inform.kz/ru/v-evrope-gotovy-podderzhat-postroenie-novogo-kazahstana_a3899451  
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investigation into the events in Kazakhstan, I do not consider it necessary to conduct such an investigation. 
We will handle it ourselves," said the President of Kazakhstan.36 

On 24 January 2022, in order to imitate the participation of the Kazakh public in the investigation of the 
January events, the authorities initiated the establishment of the "Public Commission for the Investigation 
into the Unrest". The commission was headed by lawyer Aiman Umarova, who is a member of the National 
Council of Public Trust under the President of Kazakhstan. Umarova's commission allegedly included well-
known human rights defenders and lawyers. Umarova already said she witnessed the events in Almaty: 
"There were no peaceful demonstrations".37 She also backed Tokayev and opposed an international 
investigation into the January events: "We believe that such a fair investigation should take place in our 

country and not be conducted by the international community." Thus, even before the results of the 
commission's work were published, Umarova once again demonstrated her bias. 

President Tokayev also said the commission includes human rights defenders Zhemis Turmagambetova and 
Commissioner for Human Rights Elvira Azimova. They allegedly travel to regions of the country, monitor 
detention conditions of detained protesters and study their complaints. Zhemis Turmagambetova, like 
Umarova, is a member of the National Council of Public Trust under the president. Turmagambetova is known 
for “thanking Kassym-Jomart Tokayev for his reforms to defend human rights and eliminates torture” and 
denying the testimonies of torture in the pre-trial detention facilities. Turmagambetova claims that 
information about the detention of peaceful protesters and torture chambers is untrue.38 In particular, in a 
speech of gratitude to Tokayev on 18 January 2021, Turmagambetova said "In all the time the law 'on peaceful 
assemblies' has been in force, not a single person has been detained during the rallies. That is, they received 
warnings, but they were taken to police stations and put on trial in administrative proceedings - this has never 

 
36 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwzhOH-xcgI  
37 https://www.inform.kz/ru/obschestvennaya-komissiya-po-rassledovaniyu-yanvarskih-sobytiy-sozdana-v-kazahstane_a3890589  
38 https://informburo.kz/novosti/zhemis-turmagambetova-prokommentirovala-zayavlenie-o-kamere-pytok-v-sizo  

Aiman Umarova and Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. Photo: akorda.kz 
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happened".39 Meanwhile, over 8,500 civilians have been subjected to preventive detentions, criminal and 
administrative prosecutions, including arrests and fines, and real prison sentences for their participation in 
peaceful protests. With the support of Kazakhstani authorities, she regularly participates in various 
international events, including with Ombudsperson Elvira Azimova. 

 

 

4. KAZAKHSTANI AUTHORITIES TRY TO CONCEAL INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR CRIMES 

 

4.1 Criminal groups acted side by side with the authorities 

Many witnesses point out that the violence, arson and looting 
were organised by government-controlled criminal groups 
linked to Arman Dzhumageldiyev (also known as "Wild 
Arman"), Nursultan Nazarbayev's nephews Samat Abish and 
Kairat Satybaldy and Nursultan Nazarbayev's brother Bolat 
Nazarbayev.40 

It was used to discredit peaceful protest. It was also used as 
"justification" for the use of armed force, including a request to 
send the CSTO occupation troops to suppress peaceful anti-
government protests. 

Criminal groups wore masks, acted in an organised manner and 
purposefully filmed their actions. It was recorded that on some 
occasions in Almaty, armed men in masks and civilian clothing 
marched in formation with police officers. 

 
39 https://www.inform.kz/ru/zhemis-turmagambetova-pravozaschitniki-blagodarny-prezidentu_a3742524  
40 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3169993106653284/  

Arman Dzhumageldiyev (also known as "Wild 
Arman") 

People with guns in civilian clothes in a column of policemen. Almaty, 6 January 2022 
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On 15 February 2022, a witness testified to journalists that on 6 January 2022 in Almaty, he and more than a 
dozen civilians were grabbed by the "Wild Arman" men, after which they were beaten for several hours and 
called "looters". "Among this group I saw deputy Kairat Kudaibergen," the witness reported. Kudaibergen is 
an MP from the Nur Otan government party. According to the witness, the deputy was filming those who 
were detained and beaten up by "Wild Arman" people.41 After that, according to the witness, the people 
detained by Wild Arman men were taken away and continued to be tortured by police special forces (one 
person was beaten to death).  

Now representatives of the Prosecutor's Office claim that it was "Wild Arman's" men who beat the detainee 
to death, while he himself is in pre-trial detention. MP Kudaibergen said that having been close to "Wild 
Arman", "at the time he did not consider him a criminal boss". As for Nazarbayev's relatives (Samat Abish, 
Kairat Satybaldy, Bolat Nazarbayev) who, according to various accounts, may have organised the riots, the 
authorities have not stated that they are being prosecuted. 

 

4.2. Covering up the crimes and falsifying the "terrorist" narrative: authorities guard morgues, refuse to 
release bodies of those killed and exhume peaceful protesters 

In January 2022 morgues and hospitals were guarded by armed soldiers after mass shootings. There have 
been documented cases of soldiers firing at journalists' feet to prevent them from filming arrests and human 
rights violations.42 

It has been reported that the authorities have buried a number of people in various parts of the country as 
terrorists to support their narrative and create false evidence. 

● 30–year-old handyman Ruslanbek Zhubanazarov was shot on 7 January 
2022 during a crackdown of a peaceful protest in Aktobe. His family 
searched for his body for 3 days. After his family had located the body, the 
police refused to release the body to the family claiming without any 
evidence that Ruslanbek Zhubanazarov was a ‘’terrorists”. According to 
Ruslanbek’s sister, a police officer who introduced himself as Berik 
Bisekenov, said: “Zhubanazarov is a terrorist. The body will not be 
released. Go home! Otherwise we will shoot you too. We have orders to 
shoot anyone who disobeys.”43 

In addition, the authorities have started making decisions to exhume the 
killed protesters. Their relatives suggest that in this way the authorities are 
trying to portray the killed protesters as terrorists and bury them accordingly 
in trenches. In this way, the Kazakhstani authorities can conceal the scale of 
the killings as a result of shootings and torture of peaceful protesters.  

● It is already known that authorities in Almaty and the Almaty region have decided to exhume the killed 
Bakhytkeldy Kolbayev, Margulan Bektursyn and Olzhas Alimzhanuly44,45, and to exhume the killed Ansar 
(last name is being clarified, possibly Zhandarbekov) in Shymkent.46  

 
41 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-dikii-arman-kidnapping/31703278.html  
42 https://tvrain.ru/news/v_almaty_zhurnalistam_dozhdja_i_the_insider_streljali_pod_nogi-545382/  
43 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3179601165692478/ 
44 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3180248675627727/  
45 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3181742168811711/  
46 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3181414555511139/  
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● In addition, in January, the bodies of protesters Yerbol Shormanov 47 and Murat Musabekov48, who had 
been shot dead were exhumed by police order in Almaty, and in Kyzylorda the authorities exhumed the 
body of Zhasulan Dukenbayev who had been shot dead. 

● In one of the rulings, the investigators explain the formal reason for exhuming the executed protesters as 
follows: "Given that the corpse of J.K. Alzhenov was brought from the places of mass disorder with a 
gunshot wound to the head...there is a need to exhume the corpse...to establish the cause of death". 

 

4.3. Silencing of data and information blockade 

As of 17 February 2022, the authorities of Kazakhstan still inexplicably have not disclosed: the names of those 
227 people that were officially recognised as dead as a result of the January 2022 events; the names of 10 
thousand detained people; the number and names of missing people. The Kazakhstani authorities have not 
yet disclosed to the public the exact number of those arrested, and refuse to respond to enquiries made by 
human rights defenders on the issue.49 On 14 February 2022 in a letter to the EU deputies and diplomats, 
representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan reported that as a result of the January 
protests 3,314 people have been subjected to administrative arrest, 887 are being held in pre-trial detention 
facilities on criminal charges, of which 467 on charges of "mass disorders" and "terrorist attacks". The 
Kazakhstani authorities did not provide a list of those arrested and also failed to mention that those 
administratively prosecuted were punished for their constitutional right to participate in the rally. The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan also failed to point out that in January 2022, the trials on preventive 
measures took place directly in the pre-trial detention facility, lasting 3-4 minutes, with judges not allowing 
the battered arrestees to say anything and automatically imposing arrests. The absence of basic information 
that should have been provided by the authorities prevents people from locating their relatives and loved 
ones and providing assistance if necessary. 

By their actions, the authorities manipulate with the statistics and hide actual number of people killed by the 
law enforcement and the military officers, as well as those who died as a result of injuries/wounds and torture 
in detention. 

The information blockade has also contributed to the concealment of crimes. Since the beginning of 
protests, the authorities have been resisting objective, independent and multiple coverage of the events, and 
monopolised the information flow by shutting down the internet for 5 days and prohibiting international 
accredited journalists to enter the country.50,51 On 6 January 2022 and 7 January 2022, the days of the most 
brutal shootings, the only sources of information on the events in Kazakhstan were the official reports of the 
authorities. The Kazakhstani authorities spread blatant lies to conceal the use of force against peaceful 
protesters. 

Tokayev explicitly said that the Internet was shut down in Kazakhstan because of activists and human rights 
defenders as they "put themselves above the law and think they have the right to gather wherever they want 
and say whatever they want".52 Tokayev has also accused activists, human rights defenders and the free 
media of inciting unrest.53 In reality activists and human rights defenders have consistently advocated only 

 
47 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3193327374319857/  
48 https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3IkMnGDHiGXYzq2XwUbVw2c_IEB1cAWO-PaSXP6S68p7R1gBWnWYiGd00&v=NZ8nhRLaxmE&feature=youtu.be    
49 https://www.facebook.com/100000077838810/posts/5178580165487860/?d=n  
50 https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disrupted-in-kazakhstan-amid-energy-price-protests-oy9YQgy3 
51 https://twitter.com/joannalillis/status/1479698844438999041 
52 https://cutt.ly/vU5gZDe   
53 https://www.currenttime.tv/a/31644196.html  
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peaceful protests, and the independent media have been engaged in coverage of socially important 
processes. As a result, human rights defenders, activists and independent media have been deprived of the 
opportunity to gather information on human rights violations.  

A number of journalists have been targeted by the law enforcement officials. Journalists Lukpan 
Akhmedyarov and Daryn Nursapar were subjected to administrative arrests and Ardak Yerubayeva was 
searched for the fact that they were covering the protests. Several journalists came under fire or were beaten 
while carrying out their duties: Vasili Polonsky, Vasili Krestianinov, Saniya Toyken, Almaz Toleke, Yesenzhol 
Yelekenov, Almaz Kaysar, Farhat Abilov, Ruslan Pryanikov. In addition, the police detained journalists and 
forced them to remove photos and videos documenting the dispersal of rallies and the use of force against 
protesters. Journalists Bagdat Asylbek and Serik Yesenov, in particular, faced this problem. On 6 January 2022, 
the driver for “Almaty TV” Muratkhan Bazarbayev was shot dead while Diasken Baytibayev, an employee of 
the same TV channel, was injured as the result of the shooting.54 

The authorities completely monopolised information about the situation, promoting propaganda about 
"riots" and "terrorists" among both domestic audiences and the international community.55,56 

 

4.4. Prevention of unbiased reports: persecution of human rights defenders 

In order to prevent independent gathering and reporting of any human rights violations that have taken place 
in connection with the January 2022 events, the authorities in Kazakhstan have been prosecuting human 
rights defenders. 

Thus, Kazakhstan's human rights defenders have paid with their freedom and risked their lives by gathering 
facts and reporting events for the international community. In this situation, given the lack of resources, 
human rights defenders desperately need support programmes from the EU, the US, Canada and the UK to 
gather impartial information on mass shootings and torture. 

● On 12 January 2022, Raigul Sadyrbayeva, a human rights defender was detained as suspect in 
“participation in mass riots” for monitoring and recording human rights violations during peaceful 
protests in Semey.57 Riot police seized all her belongings, electronic devices during a house search. On 14 
January 2022, she was placed in a pre-trial detention facility. Raigul Sadyrbayeva has a serious incurable 
disease (for which she needs to take medicine on a regular basis) and a disability. Despite this and her 
innocence, she has been arrested. Moreover, her relatives are denied access to her, they cannot bring 
the much needed medicines and warm clothes because the police do not allow it. Her life is at risk, her 
disease may progress and severe health consequences may occur. She may be jailed for up to 8 years. 

● On 4 February 2022 Sadyrbayeva filed a complaint with the Prosecutor's office about torture against her. 
After her arrest, she was placed in a cold cell without light, water, a mattress, or a working toilet. 
Sadyrbayeva reported that police officers strangled her with a hood, threatened to rape her with a 
truncheon and to kill her son, and put a gun to her head. She was required to sign a false statement.58 

● On 6 January 2022, human rights defender Aliya Isenova was monitoring peaceful protests in Semey 
when law enforcement started shooting peaceful protesters and civilians.59 She was shot in her arm. She 

 
54 https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-refers-violence-against-reporters-covering-protests-kazakhstan-un  
55 https://24.kz/ru/news/social/item/520637-400-uchastnikov-besporyadkov-zaderzhany-v-shymkente  
56 https://24.kz/ru/news/social/item/520631-27-terroristov-zaderzhali-v-kyzylorde 
57 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3174561336196461/  
58 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194851704167424/  
59 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3175899279396000/  
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underwent two surgeries and is now in hospital handcuffed to bed, with no access to the lawyer and 
relatives. Police officers stand beside the room in the hospital. She is being prosecuted in a politically 
motivated criminal case (it is unknown which article of the Criminal Code she is being charged with). Police 
officers come to interrogate her in the hospital. It is likely she will be arrested after she is discharged from 
the hospital. She may be jailed for up to 8 years. 

● On 13 January 2022, Aiya Sadvakasova, human rights defender from Stepnogorsk, was detained by police 
officers.60 On 15 January 2022 she was placed under house arrest on charges of “dissemination of 
deliberately false information”. She has been gathering information on human rights violations and 
informing foreign diplomats and politicians about mass repressions in Kazakhstan via her Twitter. She 
may be jailed for up to 3 years. 

 

 

5. THE SHOOTING AND ARBITRARY DETENTION OF PROTESTERS AND RANDOM CITIZENS 

 

5.1. The shooting of peaceful citizens 

Officially, the authorities claim that "227 people were killed as a result of disorders". On 7 January 2022, 
Tokayev publicly stated an order to law enforcement agencies and the army to "shoot to kill without 
warning". So far Tokayev has not publicly stated that he is abolishing this order. On 10 January 2022, Tokayev 
stated that "we have never used and will never use armed force against peaceful protesters".61 At that time 
hundreds of peaceful protesters had already been shot. On 7 February 2022 the Secretary of State of 
Kazakhstan, Yerlan Karin, stated that "on 6 January in Almaty the security forces did not open fire against 
peaceful citizens".62 

The facts confirm that the police and military fired live ammunition at civilians without warning. Gunshot 
wounds, including fatal ones, were sustained by those who were peacefully participating in the protests, who 
were at the protest sites, who were going out to the pharmacy or shop, and who were returning home. There 
have been cases where unarmed people have been shot in the head or chest. Among those killed are women, 
young children and even entire families with children. 

In addition, the police and military shot those who were on the street after curfew. But many peaceful 
residents could not have known about the curfew, as communications and the internet were shut down.  

Killings of civilians with firearms were recorded both between 4 January 2022 - 6 January 2022, i.e. before 
Tokayev's order to shoot to kill, and after the order was issued. 

In total, mass shootings of peaceful citizens were recorded in at least 10 cities across the country: Almaty, 
Atyrau, Aktobe, Kyzylorda, Pavlodar, Semey, Taraz, Taldykorgan, Ust-Kamenogorsk and Shymkent. 

Below are several cases of shooting of civilians. 

● On 5 January 2022, a 35-year-old mother of four, Zhanar Burkitbayeva, was shot dead in Almaty.63 
Zhanar, her husband and their 7-months child went to the pharmacy because the child had a fever. She 

 
60 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3173021873017074/ 
61 https://www.inform.kz/ru/prezident-rk-my-nikogda-ne-primenyali-i-ne-budem-primenyat-vooruzhennuyu-silu-protiv-mirnyh-demonstrantov_a3883364  
62 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNIhMItgQaw&t=2034s  
63 https://ulysmedia.kz/news/4452-kormiashchuiu-mat-ranili-v-golovu-vo-vremia-besporiadkov-v-almaty/  
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was shot at the time when she was breastfeeding inside the car. The child was covered in her blood. The 
bullet went through the skull and entered the brain. 

● On 7 January 2022, 4-year-old Aikorkem Meldehan was shot in the head in Almaty. She was in a car with 
her sister and brothers who were on their way to a shop. As the car approached the Akimat, the military 
fired about 20 bullets into the car.64 

 

● On 6 January 2022, civil activist Nuraliya Aitkulova was shot dead with two bullets in central square in 
Almaty.65 Her 20-year-old daughter Tomiris has lost both of her parents (her father died when she was 3 
years old). 

● On 6 January 2022, Almas Garifullin was shot in his shoulder in Almaty. He was driving to a gas station 
with his friend. He wanted to get some food to share it with people, because the internet was shut down, 
people could not use their bank cards and they did not have cash.66 

 
64 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-almaty-aikorkem-meldekhan-child-killed-in-january-unrest/31685197.html?fbclid=IwAR03xokysVgheI5rhBU-
on7Rmprq8I6AWsWYys-usO92eH126dM31JpaTRw  
65 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3174204249565503/  
66 https:/ /www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3174968989489029/  

Killed civilians. Top row: Zhanar Burkitbayeva, Aikorkem Meldehan. Bottom row: Nurbolat Seitkulov, Altynai Yetayeva 
and their 15-year-old daughter Nurai; Askhat Begeshov 
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● On 8 January 2022, Nurbolat Seitkulov, Altynai Yetayeva and their 15-year-old daughter Nurai were shot 
dead reportedly by the military when they were driving back home to the city of Taldykorgan.67 

● On 5 January 2022, Yernazar Kyrykbayev was murdered in Taldykorgan. He was not involved in the 
protests. He was grazing cattle on a farm near a military unit. The military killed him along with his horse 
and reported that he allegedly "did not stop" on their orders. Kyrykbayev himself was riding a horse far 
away from the military men and was heading in a different direction, so he might not have even heard 
them.68 

● On 5 January 2022, peaceful protesters Nurbolat Alpamys and Bakytzhan Zhandar were shot dead in 
Shymkent. 

● On 6 January 2022, Askhat Begeshov was shot dead in the head by the military when he was driving to 
see his friend in Taraz.69 One of the passengers in his car was also shot, but was taken to hospital and 
reportedly is alive. The other passenger was placed in a pre-trial detention facility. 

● On 7 January 2022 in Taraz, 18-year-old student Nursultan Kuatbayev was killed while returning home. 
His father said that Kuatbayev was hit in the thigh by two bullets, he fell down, after which he was 

 
67 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3172735976378997/  
68 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31682524.html  
69 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3175037722815489/  

Killed civilians. Top row: Nuraliya Aitkulova, Nurbolat Alpamys, Nursultan Kuatbayev. Bottom row: Almas Garifullin, 
Bakytzhan Zhandar, Yernazar Kyrykbayev 
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approached, shot in the heart and hit in the thighs with a shoulder stock. The relatives point out that the 
perforating wounds, as on Kuatbayev's body, are left by the Makarov pistol, which is used by police 
officers.70  

In all these cases, police officers obstruct the relatives in the investigation: they refuse to give access to video 
from street cameras, refuse to examine the bullets from the bodies independently, exert pressure or openly 
state that it is useless to seek an investigation because there was an order from Tokayev "to shoot to kill 
without warning". 

 

5.2. "Activist means terrorist": mass arbitrary detentions 

Authorities officially report 10,000 detainees. In different regions of Kazakhstan, peaceful citizens and civil 
activists have been subjected to brutal arbitrary detentions. 

Those subjected to mass arrests in pre-trial detention facility and criminal prosecution include: peaceful 
protesters who did not take part in the disorders and looting; those who helped the injured; those who had 
videos from the protests on their phones; those who brought food and water to protesters; passers-by; and 
those people whose cars were seen at the site of the protest. They are charged with "participation in mass 
disorders", "acts of terrorism" and "attacks on buildings". For example: 

● Aidos Ospanov, a 21-year-old healthcare worker from Semey. On 5 January 2022, he and his friend were 
detained by law enforcement near a shop.71 His friend was released after 2 days because he did not have 
videos of protests in his phone. Aidos Ospanov was arrested in the pre-trial detention facility on charges 
of “participation in mass riots” because he had videos of protests in his phone. His relatives could not find 
him for 9 days and found him only on 15 January 2022 in a detention facility. 

● Civil activist and a father of two Berik Abishov 
– participated in peaceful protests in 
Almaty72. He became well-known as “flag 
bearer” for carrying the flag of Kazakhstan 
during the protests despite flashbangs, 
teargas and lethal weapons used by the 
security forces against peaceful 
demonstrators. As a result of violent 
crackdown by security forces, he got a head 
injury (either from a bullet or from grenade 
fragments). 

● The authorities sent to the pre-trial detention 
facility Zhanar Nurkenova, a mother of 5 
(some of whom have disabilities), who was 
shot in the leg, and Karima Khaidarbekova, 
mother of 6 children, who participated in 
peaceful protests in Kyzylorda and in 

 
70 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3195216384130956/  
71 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3175674772751784/  
72 https://kz.media/archives/58550  

Berik Abishov carrying the flag of Kazakhstan 
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Shymkent, respectively. The authorities are putting pressure on them, threatening to take away their 
children and send them to orphanages.73 74 

● A 56-year-old Yerbol Borlybai from Ust-Kamenogorsk took part in peaceful protests to demand housing 
because the government has to provide it to him. Borlybai has a disability (group 1) – he is legally blind. 
He has been placed in the pre-trial detention facility on charges of “participation in mass riots”.75 

 

 

 

 

 

 
73 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3180911822228079/ 
74 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3180974215555173/ 
75 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/permalink/3179509125701682/ 

Top row: Karima Khaidarbekova, Zhanar Nurkenova. Bottom row: Aidos Ospanov, Berik Abishov, Yerbol 
Borlybai 
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6. HOW CIVILIANS ARE TURNED INTO "TERRORISTS" UNDER TORTURE 

 

6.1. Peaceful protesters are tortured en masse, forced to give false testimony and take the blame for 
"terrorism" 

Evidence suggests that the authorities have initiated criminal proceedings for "terrorism" against those who 
suffered gunshot wounds during the protests. The armed special forces also used brute force to take injured 
and seriously wounded people from hospitals, after this abduction they were tortured to extract from them 
"confessions" of "terrorism". 

It is worth noting that after human rights activists began debunking statements by Tokayev and the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of Kazakhstan about a "terrorist attack" and pointing out that there was no evidence of 
"terrorists", the rhetoric on the issue began to change slightly. Ermukhamet Yertysbayev, a former adviser to 
Nazarbayev, said Tokayev was informed of the "20,000 terrorists” by the former management of the NSC. 
Yertysbayev pointed out that Tokayev was allegedly "deliberately misinformed" to intimidate and possibly 
provoke him into fleeing the country.76 

However, at the moment the authorities are not dropping the criminal cases of "terrorism", but on the 
contrary are further intensifying the persecution of peaceful citizens. So far, no one has been punished for 
the mass torture using which the authorities turn peaceful protesters into "terrorists". 

 
76 https://for.kg/news-749971-ru.html  

Police officers escort the wounded and took away their crutches 
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Torture victims speak out about what they have endured. We also receive information from relatives of 
torture victims. Many detainees report hearing screams of beaten detainees at police departments and 
seeing the floor covered in blood. Several witnesses reported detainees dying from torture. 

In January detainees were not allowed to see their relatives for a month. It is likely that the authorities hoped 
in this way that traces of torture would disappear. 

In Almaty, the trials on preventive measures took place right in the pre-trial detention facility, with judges 
ignoring the facts of torture, not allowing the arrested to say anything and automatically prolonging the arrest 
in 3-4 minutes. After the publicity, several arrested persons were released from the pre-trial detention facility 
under house arrest. 

Every day we receive information about new cases of torture from different regions of Kazakhstan. Below are 
a few cases of brutal torture of those arrested during the January protests in several cities of the country. 

 

Almaty: 

● As "proof" of the presence of terrorists in Kazakhstan, the authorities showed on national television 
Vikram Ruzakhunov, a well-known musician from Kyrgyzstan.77 In a video from the temporary detention 
facility, Ruzakhunov stated that he came to participate in the protests for allegedly "200 dollars." His face, 
however, showed signs of beatings resulting from torture. International criticism forced the Kazakhstani 
authorities to release Ruzakhunov, but no one has been held responsible for the torture. 

After his release, while already in Kyrgyzstan, Ruzakhunov said that during his torture in Kazakhstan he 
shouted that he was a famous musician. "According to the doctors' estimates, I did not have long to live, 

 
77 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31646954.html  

Torture victims, from left to right: Aset Abishev, Vikram Ruzakhunov (top row) and Akylzhan Kiysimbayev 
(bottom row) 
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as the broken ribs had already damaged my left lung, just a couple of strokes and my heart would have 
been damaged...", he noted. Because of this, he agreed to say a memorised text on camera.78 

● On 5 January 2022 Sayat Adilbekuly sustained a gunshot wound while going to the pharmacy to buy 
medicine for a child. He suffered a ruptured kidney and underwent surgery that day. On 8 January 2022, 
armed special forces with the use of brute force took him and other seriously wounded persons away 
from the hospital to pre-trial detention facility LA-155/18. There, police officers in unsanitary conditions 
ripped a catheter out of Sayat's arm, causing him to bleed. 

Sayat describes how they were brought from the hospital to the pre-trial detention facility: "They took us 
into the building and in the corridor they made us strip completely, although many of us had no clothes 
on, including me... They made us walk quickly and headlong into the building, and those who could not 
walk were kicked and beaten, some crawled, some jumped on one leg, some were dragged, the floor of 
the corridor was covered in blood and various yellow coloured fluids". Next, according to Sayat, he was 
taken to a cell and ordered to lie naked on the floor with his face on the floor. After that, the detainees 
were forced to stand for a whole night (even those who had been shot in the leg).79 The detainees were 
forced to sign documents without reading them. The beatings continued every day until 12 January 2022. 
After Adilbekuly's case was made public, on 25 January 2022 he was released from the pre-trial detention 
facility under house arrest. He was charged with "participation in mass disorder". Adilbekuly filed a 
complaint with the Prosecutor's office demanding that a criminal case be opened for torture.80 

● On 5 January 2022 Akylzhan Kiysimbayev was shot after leaving a shopping centre (where he worked) to 
watch people smashing a shop window. He underwent surgery that day. However, on 8 January 2022 he 
was forcibly removed from the hospital by special forces, as were all the other wounded. Kiysimbayev 
was grabbed by his hair and thrown from his bed, after which he was taken outside without clothes and 
beaten with shoulder stocks. In pre-trial detention facility LA-155/18, police officers pulled drainage tubes 
from his body and tore his sutures. He said that the beatings continued throughout the night, he was 
beaten, including on his injuries, and fainted from pain. In the morning of 9 January 2020 he was thrown 
naked into a cell lying on the cold floor. 

Kiysimbayev said that on 10 January 2020 he was taken out of his cell and taken downstairs to another 
cell. "On the wall in this cell there was a saw, scissors and knives. There were bindings on the walls to tie 
people up. The investigator and two others in khaki clothes (also wearing masks) started torturing me. 
They tied me naked to the wall, with my legs spread and my arms raised and spread, in an X shape. All 
three of them took turns beating me with a truncheon and fists all over my body.” He was asked to 
"confess" that he was "helping the terrorists" and "was at the protest on 6 January 2020" (although he 
could not have been there, as he was hospitalised with an injury on 5 January 2020). Kiysimbayev reported 
that from 10 January 2020 to 20 January 2020 masked men came into his cell every day and beat up all 
those arrested. 

On 14 January 2020 there was a court hearing right in the pre-trial detention facility that left all the 
arrested in custody. According to Kiysimbayev, the trial lasted 3-4 minutes, the judge did not let them say 
anything and ignored the fact that those arrested were beaten up, in blood, and some on stretchers. The 
Kazakhstani public became aware of the case, after which on 25 January 2022 Kiysimbayev was released 

 
78 https://www.instagram.com/p/CZypvX6MB3n/?utm_medium=copy_link  
79 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3191705054482089/  
80 Adilbekuly demanded that criminal proceedings for torture be initiated against members of the investigative team in his case, including Prosecutor Bekitayev 
M.G., Deputy Prosecutor of Almaty Auganbayev N.Z., Head of pre-trial detention facility SI-18 Zhumadiyev A.S., as well as officers of the pre-trial detention 
facility, the Interior Ministry and the NSC. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CZypvX6MB3n/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3191705054482089/
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from the pre-trial detention facility under written pledge not to leave the place of residence. He was 
charged with participation in "mass disorder". "When I was leaving the pre-trial detention facility a 
prosecutor named Azamat told me with a threat that I should not say anything about torture and beatings, 
unless I want to be arrested again," said Kiisimbayev.81 On 8 February 2022 Kiysimbayev filed a complaint 
with the Prosecutor's office demanding to initiate a case of torture. 

● Zhasulan Amangeldinov is a 29-year-old father of three. Amangeldinov did not take part in the protests. 
On 5 January 2022 on his way home from work a rubber bullet hit into his eye.82 Amangeldinov was 
brought to the hospital where he had his first emergency surgery. His eye burst and he lost it. He was in 
a very bad condition and could not see at all. 

On 8 January, shortly after the surgery, armed military people burst into Zhasulan’s ward and took him to 
the pre-trial detention facility. Investigators wanted Zhasulan to give false testimony against those who 
were in the same cell with him. They tried to make Zhasulan confess that he was a criminal. 

Investigators tortured Zhasulan with particular cruelty in a special torture cell in the basement. They 
wrapped scotch tape around his arms, legs, and mouth. They were beating him. Then they deliberately 
poured boiling water on Zhasulan, on his right arm and back. Almost no skin was left on Zhasulan because 
of the burns. He was kicked in the kidneys and in the head, which resulted in his cheekbone being broken, 
making him unable to eat.83 This torture continued for 5-6 hours, according to Zhasulan.  

Zhasulan is still accused of taking part in mass protests and may be imprisoned under Article 272 of the 
Criminal Code. Zhasulan may go blind in the second eye and he needs a long-term treatment. 

● In addition to Akylzhan Kiysimbayev and Sayat Adilbekuly, there were about 30 seriously injured people 
who were taken from the hospital to Almaty by armed special forces on 8 January 2022 - 9 January 
2022. Among them were Darkhan Dusibayev, Anatoly Akhmetov, Gaushau Onal, Kosay Makhanbayev, 
Rashit Igisinov, Abdurashid Suleymanov. All of them were thrown out into the street without clothes or 
shoes. Police officers took away the crutches of the wounded and threw them away.84 

 
81 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3192692281050033/  
82 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-S7DFiZPgmc&ab_channel=AzattyqTV-%D0%90%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8B%D2%9B-
%D0%90%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8B%D0%BA  
83 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=638660570556030 
84 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31672336.html  

Zhasulan Amangeldinov 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3192692281050033/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-S7DFiZPgmc&ab_channel=AzattyqTV-%D0%90%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8B%D2%9B-%D0%90%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8B%D0%BA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-S7DFiZPgmc&ab_channel=AzattyqTV-%D0%90%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8B%D2%9B-%D0%90%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D1%8B%D0%BA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=638660570556030
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31672336.html
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Akylzhan Kiysimbaev said that special forces took people out of the hospital wards and into the corridor: 
"They made us stand in the corridor along the wall, crouching low. Those who could not stand like that 
and fell down were beaten on the head, wounds, and chest and forced to stand in that position again. 
While part of the armed men were escorting the patients out of the wards, another part was beating those 
standing in the corridor for every question and movement.” Afterwards, according to Sayat Adilbekuly, 
the wounded (about 20 people) were pushed into a 1.5m x 1.5m van. There they were beaten if anyone 
asked questions or screamed in pain. 

All wounded were taken from hospitals to pre-trial detention facility LA-155/18 in Almaty. On 29 January 
2022 human rights defenders received a note from this pre-trial detention facility: "There are about 70 of 
us here with various severe injuries and traumas (on 8 January 2022 we were all taken from hospitals by 
force and beaten like dogs and brought here). .... They are holding us wounded without treatment and 
holding us illegally, torturing us. ...Under torture they are trying to pin false accusations on us”.85  

●  On 4 January 2022, Aset Abishev, a former political prisoner and civil activist, was detained.86 Abishev 
did not participate in the protests, he was detained pre-emptively in order to isolate him from other 
protesters. He was taken to the police facilities where he was beaten and tortured for several days until 
he was released on 10 January 2022. Aset Abishev reported that he could hear other people screaming in 
the Almaty police department, while the floor was covered in blood. 

● On 8 January 2022, Kuanyshbek Yesmakhanbetov was detained. He was in detention for 5 days during 
which he was beaten by police officers. He reported that there were lots of innocent people like him in 
the police department who suffered from tortures. 

● A father of three, Timur Kim, went to the central square on 6 January 2022 to help injured people87. On 
9 January 2022, riot police broke into his house to detain him. Timur Kim was beaten in front of his wife 
and children by riot police. He was taken to Almaty Police Department, where he was tortured. He was 

 
85 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3184801925172402/  
86 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3171559089830019/ 
87 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3181122122207049/ 

Torture victims, from left to right: Kuanyshbek Yesmakhanbetov, Sayat Adilbekuly, Timur Kim (top row) and Rashit 
Igisinov (bottom row) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3184801925172402/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3171559089830019/
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charged with an "act of terrorism". On 3 February 2022, he was released from the pre-trial detention 
facility under house arrest.88 

● On 6 January 2022, businessman Rashit Igisinov went to the city centre to check on his shop and was shot 
in the arm. On 8 January 2022, a special forces unit took him and the other wounded from the hospital. 
His lawyer reported that for six days Igisinov was beaten with a truncheon and required to incriminate 
himself. He underwent surgery after the torture. Igisinov was charged with "participation in mass 
disorder" and placed under house arrest.89 

 

Taldykorgan 

● On 10 January 2022 armed riot police took 18-year-old student Baghdar Dauletbek from his home. He 
was thrown into pre-trial detention facility LA-155/16. Baghdar's father, Aitkaz Dauletbekuly, could see 
his son in the pre-detention facility only on 28 January 2022. At the meeting Baghdar cried and told that 
he, like other detainees, was tortured, called "terrorists", "enemy of the people".90 

● Yerbol Ydyrysov, 20 years old, was detained during the protests, after which he spent a month in a pre-
trial detention facility. A month later, his mother, Madina Smagulova, saw him frightened, beaten and 
with pus oozing from his stomach. His mother reported that he had been tortured with a red-hot iron.91 

● Yerik Kalibayev participated in a peaceful rally on 4 January 2020 and 5 January 2020. On 13 January 2022 
at the police station he was asked: "Did you say goodbye to your relatives?", after which the police officers 
started beating him. Kalibayev's sister found out that her brother and other detainees were forced to do 
push-ups and squat 500 times each. Kalibayev saw several people die from the torture. He is in pre-trial 
detention facility on charges of "participation in mass disorder". His lawyer reported that another political 
prisoner, Azamat Batyrbayev, testified against Yerik Kalibayev under torture.92 

● Azamat Batyrbayev was accused of participating in the demolition of a monument to Nazarbayev. On 5 
January 2022 in Taldykorgan protesters demolished a monument to Nazarbayev in front of the Akimat. 
Batyrbayev was sent to a pre-trial detention facility. He was reportedly tortured with a red-hot iron and 
had needles stuck under his fingernails.93 

Information about the brutal torture of Batyrbayev gained publicity in the media. The General 
Prosecutor's office initiated a case for torture. On the example of Batyrbaev the Kazakhstani authorities 
try to convince the international public that they are investigating torture. However, in reality the 
authorities are exerting pressure on Batyrbayev. In particular, on 5 February 2022 parliamentary deputies 
Yerlan Smailov and Berik Bekzhanov visited him in his cell with a policeman and a journalist from a state 
channel. During the meeting Batyrbayev was asked whether he "regrets what he has done".94 
Batyrbayev's wife emphasises: "We are persuading him to file a complaint against those who tortured 
him. He refuses because he is being pressured from different sides".95 This case is a telling example of 

 
88 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3188741221445139/  
89 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkwuC3TysLA  
90 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3192917204360874/  
91 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3193300507655877/  
92 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194415997544328/  
93 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194094010909860/  
94 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31691198.html  
95 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31683228.html  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3188741221445139/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkwuC3TysLA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3192917204360874/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3193300507655877/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194415997544328/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194094010909860/
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31691198.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31683228.html
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how state commissions, including Kazakhstan's parliamentary commission, fail to ensure objective 
investigation of cases. 

● On 5 January 2022 Bakhyt Kaster drove into town in search of a working petrol station to fill up his car. 
On 10 January 2022, special forces officers broke into the house, beat up Kaster and took him away. Only 
on 29 January 2022, Bakhyt Kaster's father, Bakhyt Ramazan, was allowed to see his son in the pre-trial 
detention facility. Bakhyt Kaster told his father that he was beaten with a stun gun, suffocated with a 
cellophane bag, and had needles stuck under his fingernails. During the torture, Bakhyt Kaster heard one 

policeman say to another policeman regarding the beating of the detainee: "Careful, he might die too!". 
To which the latter replied: "If he dies, we'll throw him out the same way".96 

● On 14 January 2022, Zhaksylyk Sovetbekov was detained due to his car being spotted by a camera at a 
protest site on 5 January 2022. He was tortured at the police department, as a result of which he sustained 
nine broken ribs and sternum, a damaged lung, burns from a stun gun, bruises from blows with a 
truncheon. Sovetbekov reported that when a bag was put over his head and he began to suffocate, one 
of the police officers said: "Let him die, we will throw him out like we threw out others before". At the 
police department, Sovetbekov saw more than 30 beaten detainees. "Some people who were lying next 
to me in the corridor had their fingernails torn out. They also had bags put over their heads so that they 
could not recognise those who were beating them," he reported.97 

 

Atyrau: 

● Activist Sergey Shutov reports about mass beating and torture of detainees that have been held at the 
sport facilities of the inner courtyard of the Atyrau police department.98 On 4 January 2022, Sergey Shutov 
participated in the peaceful protest.99 He was detained on 11 January 2022. He was taken to the police 
department where he was beaten for 6 hours and then arrested for 2 days. In an interview he gave to 
Kazakh Service of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, he said that the detainees (he saw around 15 people) 
were beaten and tortured in the police department for hours drawing parallels with what happened in 
Belarus after protests100. 

 
96 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3192487617737166/  
97 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-taldykorgan-torture-zhaksylyk-sovetbekov/31685203.html  
98 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-atyrau-sergey-shutov-about-torture/31654602.html 
99 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-atyrau-sergey-shutov-about-torture/31654602.html  
100 https://www.facebook.com/shutov2.0/posts/5316544505040482  

Torture victims, from left to right: Yerik Kalibayev, Azamat Batyrbayev and Zhaksylyk Sovetbekov 
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● On 7 January 2022, Arthur Kozhaniyazov (has a disability) went to mall to buy food101. He was detained 
near the mall by police officers and taken to the police department. Police officers seized his phone, his 
wallet, took off his clothes and started beating him. Arthur Kozhaniyazov said that police officers even 
stole his disability social benefits he received from the government. 

 

Taraz 

● Yerbolsyn Abdumonap, a 17-year old boy, was detained on 11 January 2022 on charges of participating 
in protests. His mother said that teenagers aged 16-17 were detained together with him in the pre-trial 
detention facility and were forced to give false confessions under torture.102 

● Lawyer and biotechnologist Abilhair Kumekov took part in a peaceful protest on 5 January 2022. On 8 
January 2022 police officers came to his house, detained and beat him and told his mother: "we will shoot 
him, we have an order". In the pre-trial detention facility, the beatings continued, resulting in a hematoma 
of the posterior chest wall, a haematoma of the shoulder joint, and a bruised eye.103 

 
101 https://www.facebook.com/abilov06/posts/1406894609768789  
102 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3191874181131843/  
103 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3190003927985535/  

Torture victims, top row: Sergey Shutov, Abilhair Kumekov. Bottom row: Kuanysh Ayniyazov, 
Yerbolsyn Abdumonap, Arthur Kozhaniyazov 
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● Kuanysh Ayniyazov was under arrest from 13 January 2022 to 15 January 2022. Police officers broke his 
arm. Ayniyazov claimed that police tortured him to give false testimony that he was "an associate of Karim 
Massimov" (former head of the NSC). Ayniyazov filed a complaint with the Prosecutor's office about the 
torture, after which he was summoned back to the police and demanded to withdraw the complaint.104 

 

Aktobe 

● On 5-6 January 2022, civil activist Kuat Shamuratov participated in peaceful protests.105 He was detained 
by riot police. They were beating him while taking him from the police department to a detention facility. 

 
104 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/permalink/3190701861249075/  
105 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3175019536150641/  

Torture victims, top row: Daulet Mukhazhanov, Kuat Shamuratov, Aydar Baisagatov. Bottom row: Aziz Jolatov 
and his mother Anar Kaliyeva, as well as Aziz Zholatov and Nargiz Mombayeva 
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He had a concussion, multiple injuries. He is being charged with “organisation of mass riots.” The 
authorities do not allow his relatives to meet with him, his relatives cannot bring medicines to him.  

 

Ust-Kamenogorsk 

Aydar Baisagatov was grabbed by the police on 3 January 2022 as he was walking to a rally. They beat him in 
the police car, threatened to rape him with a truncheon and kill him. At the police station, he was told that 
they could take him to a wooded belt and bury him there. He is in a pre-trial detention facility.106 

 

Semey: 

● On 6 January 2022, ten law enforcement officers in civilian clothes detained 18-year-old Aziz Zholatov.107 
He was beaten by them and reportedly lost consciousness. His 18-year-old girlfriend Nargiz Mombayeva 
was with him at the moment and a law enforcement officer put a gun to her head. Aziz has been charged 
with a criminal offence, but we do not know yet under what article of the Criminal Code of Kazakhstan.  

● 5 January 2022 Anar Kaliyeva brought water and food for the protesters in the square. Her son Aziz 
Jolatov was also at the protest. On 6 January 2022 Anar Kaliyeva and Aziz Zholatov were detained, with 
Zholatov being severely beaten. Kaliyeva's daughter said that on 6 January 2022 - 8 January 2022 at the 
police station, Zholatov continued to be beaten and threatened to be raped with a truncheon. At the 
time, his mother was tied to a chair and could hear her son screaming. As pre-trial detention facilities in 
Semey were overcrowded with those arrested for their participation in the protests, Anar Kaliyeva and 
Aziz Jolatov were taken to the pre-trial detention facility in Ust-Kamenogorsk, which is located more than 
250km away from their home town. This made it almost impossible for the relatives to visit them in the 
pre-trial detention facility.108 

● On 6 January 2022, when the law enforcement started shooting peaceful protesters without warning in 
Semey, Daulet Mukhazhanov was trying to help a woman who fell down, but was shot in his spine and 
thigh.109 He fell down himself. Four people tried to help him, but riot police quickly approached them and 
started beating all of them. Instead of immediately taking Daulet Mukhazhanov to hospital, police officers 
handcuffed him inside their car and took him to hospital only two hours after. He underwent surgery and 
now his legs are paralyzed. On 17 January 2022 he was taken away from the hospital by police officers 
being paralysed. A criminal investigation is being conducted against him. He needs treatment and 
rehabilitation. 

 

6.2 Fabrication of material evidence on " involvement in terrorism" 

The authorities not only torture people into signing "confessions" blindly, but also fabricate evidence that the 
detainees are "involved in terrorism". In particular: 

● The activist Darhan Ualiyev told his wife during her visit to the Almaty pre-trial detention facility that all 
detainees were beaten and he was once beaten for 12 hours, some were “tortured with tasers, some had 

 
106 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3186295058356422/  
107 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3171280659857862  
108 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194453110873950/  
109 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3175842132735048/ 
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burn wounds on their arms,” “one young man jumped from the fifth floor unable to withstand the torture.” 
After hours of beating, Darhan Ualiyev was forced to sign some documents. He informed his wife: "I was 
barely conscious, I signed their papers, why I signed them, I don't know."110 

● In Shymkent, police officers tortured civil activist Kanysh Beskulakov from Kyzylorda when he was under 
arrest.111 The police forced him to hold a machine gun and after that they took fingerprints of the activist 
from the machine gun. 

● In Taldykorgan, at the local Police Department, policemen beat Samat Duisebekov for hours, forcing him 
to sign some documents.112 

● Rolan Maratov, 19-year old boy, detained during protests in Taldykorgan, was put in a pre-trial detention 
facility. There, at a meeting with his mother, he said that they undressed him, put a bag over his head, 
poured water on him and beat him with a stun gun, stuck needles under his fingernails and did not give 
him water or food for three days. Under these tortures he was forced to sign some documents, and he 
does not know what he signed.113 

● Asylmurat Karzhaubai in Taraz was put in pre-trial detention facility after police found a video of a 
peaceful protest in his phone on 5 J anuary2022. He was beaten in the pre-trial detention facility and his 
nose was broken. Karzhaubai's relatives reported that in the pre-trial detention facility he was forced 
under torture to sign a "confession" that he had tried to "seize the akimat (local executive body)" with a 
"stone in his hands". He was charged with "an act of terrorism" and "attacking the building".114 

 
110 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31663337.html  
111 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3179848882334373/ 
112 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3180958178890110/ 
113 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3194094010909860/  
114 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3190972944555300/  

From left to right: Lyazzat Dosmambetova, Zhanmurat Ashtayev and Kairat Sultanbek 
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● Civil activists from Shymkent Lyazzat Dosmambetova, Zhanmurat Ashtayev and Kairat Sultanbek were 
arrested in the pre-trial detention facility on the charges of “attack or seizure of buildings, constructions, 
means of communication”115. On 5 January 2022, Dosmambetova and Sultanbek were peacefully 
participating in a protest. At that moment, a peaceful protester was shot dead near them. Dosmambetova 
and Sultanbek tried to provide him first aid, but he was dead.  

Zhanmurat Ashtayev did not participate in the rally: he was in the village on 4 January 2022 and at work 
on 5 January 2022. Witnesses confirm this, but the investigators and the court refuse to accept their 
testimony. On 8 January 2022 police officers in black uniform without identifying marks burst into 
Ashtayev's house and detained him. The police also beat a neighbour boy who had stood up for Ashtayev. 
At the police station, Ashtayev was subjected to torture, he was beaten including on his ribs. Kairat 
Sultanbek was also subjected to torture.  

According to the authorities, the activists “allegedly with weapons in hand, resisted the police and set fire 
to the museum and akimat” during protests in Shymkent. Judge Myrzakhmetov said there was video 
evidence, but refused to show it.  

● In Kyzylorda, lawyer and torture victim Adilkhan Bedenbayev, father of 4, was arrested in the pre-trial 
detention facility on the charges of “participation in mass disorders”. He did not participate in rallies and 
was at home with this family during the protests in his city. A police investigator fabricates a criminal case 

 
115 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3174610319524896/ 

Top row: Adilkhan Bedenbayev and bruises on his body; Nurislam Molbagar. Bottom row: Darhan 
Ualiyev, Kanysh Beskulakov 
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against Bedenbayev for allegedly attempting to seize the prison building. Police claim that a map and 
blueprints of the local prison were found in the glove compartment of his car. The lawyer claims that 
police officers planted prison blueprints in his car. The lawyer had been critical of the local law 
enforcement in the past and his family believes that law enforcement agencies set him up in revenge.116. 
Bedenbayev told to the family through his lawyer that he is being beaten by the investigators, whom he 
criticised for human rights violations and abuse of power. Now the same investigator is fabricating a 
criminal case against him. 

Bedenbayev told human rights defenders that police officers beat him severely on his kidneys and that 
he had large bruises on his body.117 Bendebayev was also threatened with imprisonment his 15-year-old 
son Didar unless he signed a false confession to the investigator. The authorities have denied the family 
and a lawyer the expertise on torture and provide a proper medical care. In order to obtain false evidence 
against Bedenbayev, police officers beat two detainees, Gabit Pirzhanov and Yerkebulan Doszhanov. This 
was reported by the detainees themselves and their relatives.118 

● On 9 January 2022 in Kyzylorda, Nurislam Molbagar was detained and put in a pre-trial detention facility 
for participating in peaceful protests. He reported that he was beaten in front of a state lawyer who did 
not even stand up for him. Molbagar was forced to sign some documents without being allowed to read 
them.119 

 

6.3 Tortured to death 

Several cases have been reported in which peaceful protesters were found in morgues with signs of torture 
after being detained. This indicates that they died unable to withstand the brutal torture.  

● On 6 January 2022, archaeologist Yerlan Zhagiparov was detained by national guard in Almaty120. His 
brother found him in the morgue on 11 January 2022. Yerlan Zhagiparov was shot dead in his heart and 
abdomen. According to his brother Nurlan, when he found him in the morgue, Yerlan Zhagiparov was 
covered in scars, his arms were broken, he had handcuffs on his wrists, it appeared that he was tortured 
before his death.  

● Almas Mukashev went to a rally in Taldykorgan on 4 January 2022. On 8 January 2022 he was surrounded 
by special forces in the street, beaten and taken to an unknown destination. Two days later his relatives 
found out about his death. In the morgue they saw that Mukashev's body had handcuff marks, a fractured 
skull, broken arms and legs, and broken ribs.121 

 
116 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3178116079174320/ 
117 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3186185371700724/  
118 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3191036497882278/  
119 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3186898184962776/  
120 https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/arkheologa-erlana-zhagiparova-pered-smertyu-pytali-
brat?fbclid=IwAR2pcxl4XSmSscc8Ipm449i5PjAzDTIL_M9DyDvgb5e0oflP1gxvp90qAd8  
121 https://stan.kz/policiya-gimaratin-basbyzarlardan-korgauga-komektesemin-359674/?fbclid=IwAR3Wc2VBzrP2kI4_gVbp_WTDhjFC-
Gag3e_5czszxKVeSkemczbvS4-UFjs  
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● On 10 January 2020, 26-year-old geologist Yeldos Kaliyev was detained and taken to a police station. On 
12 January 2020, his family found him in the morgue. The police told his family that they allegedly "found" 
a grenade and a baton in his possession during the search and that he "died while resisting". According 
to his brother, in the morgue, Kaliyev had a broken nose, broken ribs, wounds on his spine and 
haematomas all over his body.122 

Moreover, Kazakhstani activists report that the authorities refuse to conduct an independent examination of 
the bullets removed from the bodies of the wounded and killed protesters.123 It helps to conceal exactly who 
(army, police, or the CSTO troops) was shooting at peaceful protesters. 

 

6.4. "Allegations of torture are exaggerated" - authorities sabotage investigations and cover up 
perpetrators of torture 

Tokayev stated in his interview of 29 January 2022: "There is a great deal of exaggeration in these kinds of 
statements [about torture]. There is naturally a lot of hysteria around the events in Almaty. People are 
concerned, one can understand". 

So far, the General Prosecutor's Office of Kazakhstan has opened 170 cases on charges of torture and abuse 
of power.124 

However, this is negligible given the number of detainees (officially about 10,000), the mass nature of torture, 
and the constant flow of complaints of torture from the regions of Kazakhstan. There is every reason to 
believe that even these cases are unlikely to be brought to trial. The Prosecutor General has already stated 
that perpetrators of torture will be prosecuted "only if there is indisputable evidence". So far, no one has 
been punished for mass torture against participants in the January protests. 

Moreover, law enforcement agencies are intensifying prosecutions of those who have written complaints of 
torture. For example, Akylzhan Kiysimbayev reported: "When I was leaving the pre-trial detention facility a 
prosecutor named Azamat told me with a threat that I should not say anything about torture and beatings, 
unless I want to be arrested again". In addition, in response to Kiysibayev's statement that he was suspended 

 
122 https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/posts/3195441420775119/  
123 https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=4545664612223215&id=100003391626615  
124 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31700547.html  

Tortured to death, from left to right: Yerlan Zhagiparov, Almas Mukashev, Yeldos Kaliyev 
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https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=4545664612223215&id=100003391626615
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31700547.html


41 
 

 

in the basement cell of the pre-trial detention facility and tortured, the Interior Ministry threatened criminal 
liability under Article 274 of the Criminal Code - for "spreading knowingly false information".125 

Another example that speaks of mutual responsibility and the impossibility of objective investigation of 
torture in Kazakhstan is the response of the Prosecutor's office of Almaty region to the high-profile case of 
musician Vikram Ruzakhunov. "He was taken to a special detention facility in the Karasai district with bodily 
injuries. It was impossible to establish the origin of the injuries," said the prosecutor's office. At the same time 
Ruzakhunov himself described in detail how he was tortured by the police, and the Prosecutor's Office did 
not explain in any way that Ruzakhunov, who was beaten, denounced himself on camera. 

Another example of lies on the part of the law enforcement agencies is the statements made by the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs regarding the "emergency medical assistance" provided to all detainees.126 

From the testimonies of Adilbekuly, Kiysymbayev and other victims of torture, it is known that at police 
departments and pre-trial detention facilities they not only did not give medication or treat wounds but even 
punched the wounded areas. Detainees suffered from bleeding and the police ignored their complaints of 
acute pain from torture. In the pre-trial detention facility, medical examinations were conducted only 
formally and beaten detainees were given only antipyretic pills. 

Moreover, those arrested, who are released from the pre-trial detention facility after publicity, are forced to 
sign non-disclosure agreements regarding the data of the investigation. In this way, the authorities are urging 
those prosecuted to keep quiet about the torture and fabrication of criminal cases.127 

On 10 February 2022, several dozen police officers marched outside the Anti-Corruption Agency in 
Taldykorgan to protest against the investigation into torture cases.128 

 

 

7. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

Mass peaceful protests in Kazakhstan in January 2022 became the largest in Kazakhstan’s modern history. 
Economic demands quickly turned into political, with tens of thousands of peaceful protesters demanding a 
complete change of Nursultan Nazarbayev's regime, i.e. systematic political reforms and building of 
democratic parliamentary republic. 

Government-controlled criminal groups organised riots, arson and looting with the aim to discredit the 
peaceful protests.129 It was used as "justification" for the use of armed force, including a request to send the 
CSTO occupation troops to suppress peaceful anti-government protests. 

The subsequent use of the army, Tokayev's public order to shoot to kill without warning and the fact of firing 
real bullets at civilians, including protesters, gradually led to the decline of the protest movement. 227 people 
were officially recognised as dead as a result of the January 2022 events. Thousands of people were detained. 
Political persecutions continue despite the authorities’ claims that they conduct anti-terrorist operations. A 
number of human rights and civil activists were arrested for participation in peaceful protests. 

 
125 https://polisia.kz/ru/podvaly-dlya-pytok-v-mvd-oprovergli-ocherednoj-fejk/  
126 https://bureau.kz/novosti/specznaz-zabiral-ranenyh/  
127 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPZ4ZosxXzE  
128 https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/nedovolnye-delami-o-pytkakh-politseyskie-perekryli-ulitsu-u-zdaniya-antikora-v-taldykorgane    
129 https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/178807,kazakhstan-unprecedented-acts-of-the-regimes-terror-against-civilians-and-the-russian-led-cstos-military-intervention/  
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Findings of official investigation of the authorities are by default incredible and unreliable due to the fact that 
there is no independent law enforcement and judiciary. Key points of this report and previous failures of the 
Kazakhstani authorities to carry out independent, transparent and thorough investigation into the Zhanaozen 
massacre (as noted in the latest EP resolution) indicate that there is a need for independent international 
investigation. 

The reaction of the Kazakhstani authorities to the January events shows that they feel permissiveness and 
impunity. Tokayev's order to "shoot to kill without warning" was disproportionate to the threats posed by 
peaceful protesters. Hundreds of people were killed. Some 10,000 people have been arbitrarily detained. 
Hundreds have been and continue to be tortured. The authorities of Kazakhstan committed crimes against 
humanity. 

Meanwhile, the international community represented by diplomats and officials of the EU, the PACE, the 
OSCE and the European Commission called not to "jump to conclusions" and to wait for the official results of 
the investigation by the Kazakhstani authorities. There is no doubt that the Kazakhstani authorities are using 
the time to cover up their crimes. They are already fabricating evidence about the "20,000 terrorists" who 
allegedly attacked Kazakhstan. 

Impunity is provoking new crimes. The international community is now faced with the issue of protecting 
universal human values and international conventions on human rights. Crimes against humanity which have 
been committed in Kazakhstan cannot be investigated by the Kazakhstani authorities. 

The lenient stance of democratic governments, the OSCE, and the UN allows the regime to unleash even 
greater political repression and terror against the people of Kazakhstan.130 To stop the bloodshed, mass 
persecutions and the torture of civilians the international community should intervene in the situation: 

● Under the UN and the OSCE jurisdiction to send an international fact-finding mission to Kazakhstan to 
independently, comprehensively and transparently investigate events in Kazakhstan. 

● To impose personal sanctions against Kazakhstan’s top government officials and representatives of law 
enforcement agencies responsible for gross human rights violations in the country. 

● Consider at the level of the UN Security Council the possibility of filing a complaint with the International 
Criminal Court against the actions of the Kazakhstani authorities that have committed crimes against 
humanity - ordering the shooting of peaceful citizens and subjecting thousands of detainees to mass 
torture and ill-treatment. This includes citizens of Kyrgyzstan, which is subject to the jurisdiction of the 
International Criminal Court. 

● To demand that the Kazakhstani authorities release all arbitrarily detained activists, political prisoners 
and stop politically motivated persecution of peaceful protesters, activists, journalists, bloggers, human 
rights defenders. 

● Kazakhstan’s Human Rights Ombudsperson has failed many times to respond to serious violations of 
human rights, in particular in cases of political prosecution, as well as during current ongoing repressions. 
This implies that international investigations led by the OSCE and the UN should be conducted in 
cooperation with independent Kazakhstani civil society, who specialise in defending political prisoners, 
peaceful protesters and victims of torture. 

 
130 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/01/08/kazakhstan-declaration-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-european-union-

on-the-situation/ ; https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/us-un-call-for-restraint-in-kazakhstan-amid-protests/2466510  
https://www.osce.org/chairmanship/509687 ; https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/109425/kazakhstan-statement-spokesperson-
latest-developments_en 
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● Given unprecedented for the country large-scale repressions, there is a need for urgent financial support 
programmes for Kazakhstani and international non-governmental organisations that provide assistance 
to victims of repression and mass shootings, torture and defend peaceful protesters in politically 
motivated cases. 

 


