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MASS ARRESTS AND THREATS ON THE EVE OF RALLIES OF 21TH MAY: WE URGE TO PREVENT RECURRENCE OF
ZHANAOZEN TRAGEDY

The Open Dialog Foundation calls on the international community to urgently react to the wave of arrests of
Kazakhstan activists, and make every effort to prevent violence against citizens during peaceful rallies planned for
the 21 May, 2016 in several Kazakhstan cities.

At the end of April and at the beginning of May a number of peaceful protests took place in different regions of
Kazakhstan (in particular, in Atyrau, Aktobe, Semey). There were several thousand people in each city. The
protests were a reaction to the changes to the Land Code, which prolong land lease for foreigners from 10 to 25
years. Kazakhstanis are afraid that these measures will eventually lead China to own their territories.

On the background of mass protests the government has suspended the decision about changes to the Land
Code. But activists call on to control the authorities’ decisions and to demonstrate the civic position on a
nationwide peaceful rally on the 21 May, 2016. The main factor in the protests is a growing mistrust towards the
authorities stuck in massive corruption.

The President openly threatened participants of the protests when he stated that “now it is not time to be liberal”

and that the authorities will take “the most severe actions” in order “not to repeat Ukrainian events”.’

To prevent protests, the authorities used hard repressive measures. In period of time from 16 May, 2016 till 20
May, 2016 the authorities arrested more than 30 people for period of 10 to 15 days on charges of “preparation of
illegal rallies”. The arrests took place in Almaty, Uralsk, Atyrau, and Astana. In particular, well-known civic activists
and civil society leaders Maks Bokayev, Bakhytzhan Toregozhyna, Lukpan Akhmediarov, Makhambet Abzhan were
arrested. Criminal cases against several activists have been opened.

The Open Dialog Foundation calls on representatives of the EU, USA and OSCE diplomatic missions to address
without delay Kazakh authorities with a requirement to stop mass arrests of civic activists, release the arrested
ones, close criminal cases and prevent recurrence of tragic Zhanaozen events. The presence of observers from
diplomatic missions on protests may prevent the use of force against peaceful citizens by the authorities.

Here is the list of arrested activists and those who are threatened with arrest by authorities’.

Human rights defenders, civil society activists, bloggers, arrested for 10-15 days:

Bakhytzhan Toregozhyna, Maksat lliasuly, Makhambet Abzhan, Edil Maken, Marat Uatkan, Moldir (Altynai)
Adilova, Kuanysh Sultanalin, Kuat Kunbolatov, Manas Abdimanap, Kural Medeuov, Suyundyk Aldabergenov,
Talgat Ayan, Maks Bokayev, Bauyrzhan Alipkaliev, Isatai Utepov, Farit Ishmukhametov, Kezhenbek Sultanbekov,
Aslan Kurmanbayev, Kurmaganzy Rakhmetov, Asylbek Amantayev, Lukpan Akhmediarov, Aibolat Bukenov,
Zhadyra Duisenbekova, Ibrahim Alserke, Daniyar Kultaiev

Activists arrested for 3 days:

! https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan news/mir-ne-budet-jdat-poka-myi-namitinguemsya-nazarbaev-293921/
2 https://www.facebook.com/galym.ageleuov/posts/10209406381819214
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Kasym Kozhantaiev

Arrested activists who are accused of inciting social discord (criminal charges):

Zhanat lesentaiev

Detained for this moment or those who are threatened with arrest:

Zhenis Tleubai, lerlan Bashakov, Marina Ayshuakova, Dilnar Insenova, Yulia Shyriaieva, Abay Sultanmakhmud,
Asel Nurgasiieva

For more detailed information, please address:

Igor Savchenko — igor.savchenko@odfoundation.eu

Lyudmyla Kozlovska — lyudmylakozlovska@odfoundation.eu
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