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Warsaw, 20 July 2018 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER ELENA SEMENOVA DETAINED IN KAZAKHSTAN AFTER HER VISIT TO THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

On 20 July, 2018, in Pavlodar, three police officers detained the well-known human rights activist 
Elena Semenova at her home. She managed to write an SMS to her colleagues saying: “I'm being 
taken to the Department of Internal Affairs. They came for me”1. It soon became known that the 
authorities of Kazakhstan filed a criminal case against Semenova for her speeches in the European 
Parliament.  

Elena Semenova is engaged in the protection of persons who are tortured in places of detention in 
Kazakhstan. In early July 2018, Semenova took part in a number of meetings with the Members of the  
European Parliament in Strasbourg2.  

At the meetings, the human rights activist described the facts of mass brutal torture of prisoners in 
Kazakhstan: beatings, rapes, humiliation, denial of medical assistance and even murders. Prisoners from 
different regions of the country turn to Semenova with complaints, although such actions may threaten 
their lives. Elena Semenova seeks to force the law enforcement authorities to investigate the facts of 
torture and punish the officials responsible for them. However, the Kazakhstani authorities deny these 
facts and close criminal cases on torture3.  

It is obvious that the reason for the detention of Semenova was her human rights activities, including 
her posts in social networks regarding the torture of prisoners. In addition, with high probability, 
Kazakhstani authorities can accuse her of “extremism”. In March 2018, the Kazakhstani court banned 
the opposition movement Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan (DCK)4. After that, more than 400 people 
were detained and more than 20 were subjected to criminal prosecution. Now, the authorities can 
regard any human rights activity as an act of “support” of the DCK and subject it to criminal prosecution. 

Moreover, in April 2018, the prosecutor of Pavlodar informed Semenova that her actions “bear the signs 
of participation in the activities of the extremist organisation DCK”. He also handed her an “explanation” 
of the criminal liability for such actions. 

On 20 July, 2018, after a few hours, activists managed to contact Elena Semenova. She said that a 
criminal case was brought against her in connection with her statements in the European Parliament on 
the topic of torture in Kazakhstan. She is now being interrogated in the absence of a lawyer and her 
phone was taken away5.  

We call upon the Members of the European Parliament and the representatives of other EU bodies, 
the UN, and the PACE to urgently appeal to the Embassy of Kazakhstan in Belgium and the EU 
Delegation to Kazakhstan in order to clarify the situation with respect for the rights of Elena 

                                                        
1 https://www.facebook.com/igor.kolov/posts/1979483295435149  
2 https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10212272741556145  
3  https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10212267624228215&set=a.10204082608967949.1073741828.1306505387&type=3&theater; 
https://www.facebook.com/ong.pr/posts/1766887273402038  
4 https://ru.odfoundation.eu/a/8605,otchet-presledovaniya-aktivistov-dvk-v-kazahstane  
5 https://www.facebook.com/igor.kolov/posts/1979693788747433  
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Semenova, and to demand that the Kazakhstani authorities release the human rights defender and 
prevent her criminal prosecution. 

 

 

All those willing to support our demands are kindly requested to address the following persons and institutions: 

 Head of the EU Delegation to Kazakhstan Sven-Olov CARLSSON - Kosmonavtov st. 62, 7th floor, Z05E9E1, Astana, 
telephone: + 7 7172 97 45 40, e-mail: Delegation-Kazakhstan-PIC@ec.europa.eu ; Traian.HRISTEA@eeas.europa.eu  ; 
Helisene.HABART@eeas.europa.eu  ; zoltan.szalai@eeas.europa.eu 

 Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Kingdom of Belgium Almaz KHAMZAYEV - Avenue Van Bever 30, В-1180, 
Brussels, tel: (+32) 2 373 38 90, e-mail: brussels@mfa.kz 

 General Prosecutor of the Republic of Kazakhstan, K.P. Kozhamzharov – 010000, Astana, 14 Mangilik Yel, e-mail: Gp-
rk@prokuror.kz, procuror@nursat.kz ; 

 Prosecutor of Pavlodar region Kayrat Elihanuly - 140000, Pavlodar, Lermontova str, 3, tel. 8 (7182) 31-50-60, e-mail: 
7182207@prokuror.kz 

 Minister of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kalmukhanbet Kasymov - 010000, Astana, 1 Prospekt Tauelsizdik, 
e-mail: Kense@mvd.kz; 

 Chairman of the National Security Committee of the RK, K.K. Masimov – 010000, Astana, 31/33 Kenesary Street, e-mail: 
press@knb.kz ; 

 Administration of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan - 010000, Astana city, 6 Mangilik El Street, Government 
House, e-mail: aprk@akorda.kz ; 

 Ombudsman in the Republic of Kazakhstan, A.O. Shakirov – 010000, Astana, Left Bank, The House of Ministries, e-mail: 
ombudsman-kz@mail.ru, npm_ombudsman@mail.ru 

 

 

 

For more detailed information, please address: 

Igor Savchenko – igor.savchenko@odfoundation.eu 

Lyudmyla Kozlovska – lyudmylakozlovska@odfoundation.eu 
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