To Lyudmyla Kozlovska
President of the Open Dialog Foundation

21 January, 2017, Istanbul

I am writing you with an urgent request for help and rescue of my husband Zhaksylyk
Zharimbetov who can be kidnapped from Istanbul in the coming hours by Kazakhstani
authorities.

My husband was arrested by the Turkish authorities on 17 January, 2017, in the Sabiha Goékcen
Airport in Istanbul. As of January 21, 2017, despite numerous requests and petitions, our
Turkish lawyers have not been allowed to visit Zhaksylyk Zharimbetov. His relatives and his
counsels haven’t been presented with a single document which would explain the reason for my
husband’s detention.

The only information which we managed to find out is that on the night of 21 January 21, 2017,
they intend to transfer Zhaksylyk Zharimbetov from Turkey to Kazakhstan on a chartered plane
without any trial, investigation, and despite the political asylum status, which he has been
granted in Great Britain due to political persecution in Kazakhstan.

I am convinced that the kidnapping of Zhaksylyk Zharimbetov by Kazakhstani authorities is
connected with the political persecution of people who are associated with the opposition
politician Mukhtar Ablyazov. Zhaksylyk and Mukhtar are former colleagues, as they worked
together in the BTA Bank. In December 2016, the French authorities denied the extradition of
Mukhtar Ablyazov to Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine due to political persecution.

I fear that, similarly to the developments of 2013, when the wife and 6-year-old daughter of the
opposition politician and businessman Mukhtar Ablyazov were kidnapped by Kazakhstani
authorities from Italy, now, my husband Zhaksylyk Zharimbetov, may also become a political
hostage of Nursultan Nazarbayev.

I kindly request that you give us any assistance possible, as in Kazakhstan, my husband would

be at risk of torture and inhumane treatment; there would be a serious threat to his life.

Sincerely yours,

Akmaral Zharimbetova



