
Persecution of lawyers: 

selected cases from Ukraine, Moldova, Russia, 

Turkey and Kazakhstan

Tuesday 26 June 2018, 17:00_18:00, Room XXV, Palais des Nations, Geneva

17:00 Opening remarks by Mrs Lyudmyla Kozlovska (ODF), President of the Ukrainian- 

Polish NGO 'Open Dialog Foundation', monitoring human rights violations in the post-Soviet 

region 

17:05  Mr Patrick Henry (Belgium),  Lawyer and chairperson of the Human Rights committee 

of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) 

17:10  Mrs Domnica Manole (Moldova), Judge of the Appellate Chamber of Chisinau 

17:15  Mr Dmitry Sotnikov (Russia), lawyer known especially for his work on the case of 

Ukrainian activist Oleksandr Kostenko 

17:20 Mrs Gulnar Zhuaspayeva (Kazakhstan), prominent Kazakhstani lawyer and human 

rights defender 

17:25 Mrs Gaini Yerimbetova, mother of political prisoner Mr Iskander Yerimbetov and 

lawyer and political refugee Ms Botagoz Jardemalie 

17:30 Mr Antonio Stango (Italy), President of the 'Italian Federation for Human Rights', co- 

founder of the 'Italian Helsinki Committee' 

17:35 Mr Mehmet Kasap (Turkey), lawyer representing the network of the  Arrested 

Lawyers Initiative 

17:40 Ms Laura Harth (Belgium), Representative to the UN of the Non Violent Radical 

Party,Transnational and Transparty 

17:45 Concluding remarks by Mrs  Lyudmyla Kozlovska  followed by Q&A session 

PROGRAMME



PATRICK HENRY After graduating in Law at the University of Liège in 1977, Mr Henry became a 

lawyer in the same year at S.C.R.L. HANNEQUART & RASIR. He became an official member of the 

Bar of Liège on 19 October 1980. He has been Editor-in-chief of the legal journal “Jurisprudence de 

Liège, Mons et Bruxelles” (J.L.M.B.) since 1987. Mr Henry is a scientific contributor to the Faculty of 

Law of the University of Liège (“tort and contracts” and “goods”). Until the 15 September 2008, he was 

also a lecturer in construction law at the same university. In addition, Mr Henry was a part-time 

lecturer in Environmental Law at the ULg-H.E.C. until 15 September 2013. He served as Chairman of 

the Free Conference of Young advocates of the Bar of Liege (1989–1990) and was a member of the Bar 

Council (1996–1998, 2001–2003), which he chaired from 2007 to 2009. He has been the Chairman of 

the Ordre des barreaux francophones et germanophone from 2013 to 2016. From 2011 to 2013 he was 

Chair of the Belgian delegation to the Council of Bar and Law societies of Europe (CCBE), where today 

he serves as the Chairman of the Human Rights Committee. He was a Board Member of the 

International Union of lawyers (U.I.A.) between 2010 and 2011. Mr Henry is the author of many 

publications, mainly focused on the domain of the law of the profession of lawyer (droit de la 

profession d'avocat), urban planning and environmental law, construction law, medical law, and law 

of insurance and securities. Currently, he is in charge of the drafting of a report on the future of the 

profession of lawyer in Belgium, entitled “L’avocat demain” (Lawyers tomorrow). 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

DOMNICA MANOLE Moldovan judge of the Appellate Chamber of Chisinau, being prosecuted for 

refusing to bow to pressure exerted by oligarch Vladimir Plahotniuc to implement a politically 

motivated decision. In April 2016, she recognised as illegal the Central Electoral Commission's (CEC) 

decision to deny holding a referendum on amendments to the Constitution. In May 2016, a criminal 

case was initiated against her on charges of ‘issuing an unjust decision’ (Article 307, section 1 of the 

Criminal Code). Mrs Manole claims that she is being persecuted for issuing a decision inconvenient 

to the authorities. The head of the Superior Council of the Judiciary stated that the arguments of the 

General Prosecutor raise "reasonable suspicions of Judge Manole’s bad intentions" when issuing the 

decision on the referendum. In July 2017, the Superior Council of the Judiciary dismissed Mrs 

Manole from her post. 22 Moldovan NGOs expressed concern about such decision. Mrs Manole is 

now struggling for the annulment of the Superior Council's decision, but in May 2018 her trial was 

again postponed. 

DMITRY SOTNIKOV   A Russian lawyer, he is engaged in defence of the victims of politically- 

motivated criminal prosecution, in particular, Aleksandr Kostenko, Evgeny Kurakin, and Natalia 

Lutovinova. Mr Sotnikov is also a lawyer for Vitaliy Buntov, who won the case against Russia in the 

ECHR and who has been repeatedly subjected to torture. 

In his lawyer practice, Mr Sotnikov widely uses the approach of publicising trials. In 2013, he was 

illegally deprived of his lawyer's license, but in 2014, he managed to get it restored. In 2017, judges 

issued at least six private resolutions against Mr Sotnikov, accusing him of “neglecting and 

disrespecting the work of the court” and “violating the rights of participants in the trial.” Physical 

violence was used to remove Mr Sotnikov from the courtroom. Due to the public criticism of the work 

of the court, the assistant judge filed a lawsuit against Mr Sotnikov amounting to 7,500 euros on 

charges of libel.  



GAINI YERIMBETOVA mother of Ms Botagoz Jardemalie a lawyer and political refugee in Belgium 

and Mr Iskander Yerimbetov, currently a political prisoner in Kazakhstan, Mrs Yerimbetova will 

speak on behalf of her daughter and son. Ms Botagoz Jardemalie was  licensed as an Attorney and 

Counselor-at-Law in the State of New York since 2004.  After beginning her legal career in New 

York Ms Jardemalie returned to Kazakhstan where she became a managing director of BTA Bank. 

She worked there until the bank was forcefully and unlawfully nationalised by the Nazarbayev 

regime in 2009. She subsequently became involved, in countries across Europe and Central Asia, in 

the legal defence of numerous victims of political persecution who have been targeted by the 

Nazarbayev regime. A substantial proportion of her practice came to involve pro bono work for 

political activists, human rights defenders, journalists and other vulnerable people. Ms Jardemalie’s 

work as a lawyer led her to be targeted by the Nazarbayev regime, alongside some of her clients. 

She was granted political asylum in 2013 in Belgium due to extraordinary risks she faced in the 

form of reprisals by Kazakhstan against her for her work against the regime. At Kazakhstan’s 

request, in 2013 INTERPOL published a Red Notice targeting Ms Jardemalie for arrest on a 

fabricated criminal case, however this Red Notice was later cancelled for non-compliance with 

INTERPOL’s rules against political abuses of the Organisation. In parallel Ms Jardemalie was the 

target of a politically motivated kidnapping plot, uncovered in 2015 and foiled by European police. 

In November 2017, Ms Jardemalie’s Kazakhstan-based brother, Iskander Yerimbetov, was arrested 

by the political police and has been tortured and arbitrarily detained. Mr Yerimbetov has 

essentially been taken hostage, both as a reprisal against Ms Jardemalie for her work as a lawyer, 

and in order to pressure her to cease her work which has disrupted Kazakhstan’s long-running 

campaign against Mr Mukhtar Ablyazov, the country’s leading political opponent abroad. 

ANTONIO STANGO   A political scientist, he has been working for human rights since the early 80s. 

In 1987 he founded the Italian Helsinki Committee together with Mr Paolo Ungari and other experts 

and activists. He has been leading several NGOs and international projects, monitoring conflict and 

crisis areas, consulting for the European Union Commission and Parliament and for the Italian 

Chamber of Deputies and Senate, organizing dozens of international conferences, enacting nonviolent 

initiatives in totalitarian States, and representing the Nonviolent Radical Party transnational and 

transparty (an NGO with consultative status at the ECOSOC) at the UN Human Rights Council in 

Geneva. On behalf of the International Helsinki Federation he took part in missions in Romania, 

Albania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan; on behalf of Hands Off 

Cain in four States in Central Asia and four in Western and Southern Africa; with various NGOs in 

four missions in Cuba and two in Iraqi Kurdistan; for the European Commission in Armenia, Russia, 

and Tajikistan. In 2003 he organized a Summer School on human rights education in Lebanon for the 

Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network; from December 2003 to August 2006 has been Project 

Director of the Freedom House Human Rights Training and Support Program in Kazakhstan. In May 

2018  he produced a report after a Human Rights Monitoring Mission to Kazakhstan, carried out with 

 Polish MP Martin Swiecicki. 

GULNAR ZHUASPAYEVA  Prominent human rights defender from Kazakhstan. Mrs Zhuaspayeva 

graduated from the Altai State University in the Russian Federation from 1982 to 1985 and 

subsequently from the Kazakh State University. She has a 30 years-old experience as a lawyer. The 

cases in which she is involved mainly comprise cases against government, against the political 

system and the state system of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Many of such cases have become well- 

known because of public resonance. Among the most famous are the oil strike in Zhanaozen, the 

case of Altynbek Sarsenbayev’s murder, the protection of ‘Adambol’ magazine, the defense of trade 

union leaders Nurbek Kushakbayev and Amin Eleusinov, of blogger Zhanna Bota and active 

human rights activist Ermek Narymbayev.  



LYUDMYLA KOZLOVSKA  is a human rights defender, initiator of the establishment of the Open 

Dialog Foundation, and President of its Board since June 2010. She is a graduate in Finance at the State 

Technical University in Sevastopol, Ukraine and The School of Arts and Humanities at the University 

of Wales in Bangor, the United Kingdom. She is a Polish government scholarship holder and Ph.D. 

student at the Department of History of the European College of Polish and Ukrainian Universities (an

educational institution, founded, in particular, by the Marie Curie-Sklodowska University and the 

John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Poland). Since 2013 Mrs Kozlovska has been a coordinator 

of the actions in support of the reform of International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), 

whose mechanisms are repeatedly misused by authoritarian states. She is one of the coordinators of 

the international advocacy campaign for the release of the Ukrainian political prisoners from the 

#LetMyPeopleGo list kept in Russia or on the territory of illegally occupied Crimea. 

LAURA HARTH  was born in Bruges on November 26, 1985. She is the Representative to the United 

Nations for the Nonviolent Radical Party Transnational Transparty (NGO with General Consultative 

Status). She completed her Masters in International and European Law at Ghent University, the 

European Masters in Human Rights and Democratization at EIUC and the Masters of Research in 

Political Sciences at Exeter University. She has previously worked as assistant to Marco Pannella, MP 

and MEP, and as parliamentary assistant at the Flemish Parliament and Legal Director at Patronale 

Life NV.  

MEHMET KASAP - THE ARRESTED LAWYERS INITIATIVE   is a group of Turkish lawyers who are 

forced to live in exile after the government mass crackdown on human rights defenders and lawyers 

across Turkey. They have currently set up a network of lawyers to defend and advocate the rights of 

thier colleagues jailed in Turkey.  Mr Kasap, a 16-year experienced lawyer, is a member of the Ankara 

Bar Association. He is the former president of the Law and Life Association (based in Ankara) that 

was shut down under emergency rule. Mr Kasap has carried out three human rights project and 

represented prep-schools before the Turkish Constitutional Court (TCC) which were shut down with 

a law dated 14.3.2014. Litigated before the TCC, the law was revoked. 


