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The Odessa tragedy is yet another step in Russia's plans to destabilize the situation 
in Ukraine. As a result of the planned provocations, clashes occurred in the city 

between pro-Ukrainian activists and extremists. 48 people were killed and more 
than 200 were injured. 
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1. Introduction 

Having swept through the cities of eastern Ukraine, the wave of provocations and violence 
reached the south of the country. On 2 May, 2014, provoked clashes between Ukrainian activists 
and pro-Russian extremists occurred in Odessa, resulting in the death of 48 people  with over 
200 suffering injuries. In Odessa’s House of Trade Unions, 42 people died simultaneously under 
very mysterious circumstances. According to preliminary data, 32 of them suffocated due to 
inhalation of chloroform vapour. This suggests that it was a well-planned mass murder, aimed at 
discrediting pro-Ukrainian activists. 

Responsibility for the massacre lies with the Odessa police and local authorities, who had the 
opportunity to prevent the clashes, but chose not to do so. Kiev accused the Russian security 
services, as well as former Ukrainian officials from Viktor Yanukovych’s inner circle: Sergey 
Arbuzov and Alexander Klimenko, of organising the provocations. 

Ukrainian authorities are declaring a desire to conduct an objective investigation into the tragic 
events in Odessa, but the main masterminds and organisers have so far been successful in 
evading responsibility. Thus, the state authorities demonstrate complete unpreparedness in  
combatting extremism and separatism in South-Eastern Ukraine. The only way to avoid a further 
increase in the number of fatalities on both sides of the conflict are more decisive actions on the 
part of democratic countries, aimed at providing assistance to Ukraine. 
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2. Armed pro-Russian extremists attacked participants in the peaceful march ‘For united 
Ukraine’ 

Clashes in Odessa began after a peaceful column of Ukrainian activists (consisting of football fans, 
city residents, activists of the local EuroMaidan; more than 1,000 people participated in the 
march), moving through the city and calling for unity in the country, was attacked by pro-Russian 
extremists (300-400 people). They were armed with bats, axes and stun grenades, some of them 
bore firearms. During local clashes in the central streets of the city, several (according to various 
sources, 3 to 4) proponents of united Ukraine were killed, which provoked further escalation of 
the conflict. Due to quantitative superiority, Ukrainian activists were able to repel the attack of the 
assailants before going on the offensive themselves. Some provocateurs barricaded themselves 
inside the House of Trade Unions (situated in Odessa’s location of the Anti-Maidan [1]), from there 
they continued to shoot on civilians and pro-Ukrainian activists and throw Molotov cocktails at 
them. Because of this, a fire broke out in the building, resulting in the death of more than 40 
people (mostly from asphyxiation by carbon monoxide), more than 120 people sustained injuries 
of varying severity. According to the preliminary findings of experts, the fire in the House of Trade 
Unions resulted from the throwing of Molotov cocktails from the building. [2] It is known that 
during clashes outside the building, Molotov cocktails were thrown by both sides. At the same 
time, seats of fire not only broke out on the 1st and 2nd floors, but also on the 4th, which pro-
Ukrainian activists could not have possibly reached with their incendiary mixtures. [3] One piece of 
video footage of the events [4] indicates that the fire broke out in the House of Trade Unions from 
the inside, which may indicate  intentional arson or fire outbreak due to negligence. 

As a result of the tragic events in Odessa, on 2 May, 2014, 48 people were killed. Thus far, the 
names of 45 victims have been established, while three more bodies of victims still remain 
unidentified. The fatalities include a member of the city council from the Party of Regions, 
Vyacheslav Markin, who actively supported the Odessa Anti-Maidan, and journalist Dmitriy 
Ivanov, who previously worked for several of Odessa’s leading regional TV channels. [5] 

On 15 May, 2014, at a press conference, the Head of the Main Department of the Interior Ministry 
in the Odessa region, Ivan Katerenchuk, reported some of the findings of the investigation into the 
mass deaths in Odessa on 2 May, 2014. According to the broadcasted data, gunshot wounds were 
discovered on 6 of the 48 bodies (all of them were killed during the clashes in the central streets of 
the city, when extremists began firing on participants in the peaceful pro-Ukrainian march). On 
those killed in the fire in the House of Trade Unions (42 people), no gunshot wounds have been 
found - 32 people died from carbon monoxide poisoning, while another 10 – fell to their death, 
having jumped from the upper floors of the building. No traces of special gas or explosives have 
been found by experts. No foreigners were among those killed in Odessa on 2 May, 2014. All the 
victims, except for two, were residents of the city of Odessa and the Odessa Province. [6]  

According to Ivan Katerenchuk, weapons and bottles with incendiary mixtures were found in the 
House of Trade Unions; they had been taken to the building before the tragic events. What’s 
more, Odessa police were aware of this, yet ignored the fact. [7] 

On 19 May, 2014, Head of the Main Investigation Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Ukraine, Vitaliy Sakal, reported at a press conference that the experts detected traces of 
chloroform in the House of Trade Unions. “In the debris and soot, which have been collected as a 
result of inspection of the premises of the House of Trade Unions, chloroform was detected. It is 
well-known that it is used for surgical operations. Currently it is being verified how the substance 
came to be in the House of Trade Unions” [8] - Vitaliy Sakal stated. Presumably, people in the 
House of Trade Unions could have died just from breathing the gas. If this version is confirmed, it 
will mean that the mass murder of people in the House of Trade Unions has been committed 

http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/25371887.html
http://tsn.ua/ukrayina/budinok-profspilok-v-odesi-pidpalili-sami-separatisti-mvs-i-dsns-348037.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9AMjLBIliw
http://odessa.comments.ua/news/2014/05/12/185950.html
http://dumskaya.net/news/nachalnik-odesskogo-obluvd-ne-podtvergdaet-infor-035710/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/05/15/7025443/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/19/7025770/?attempt=1
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intentionally in order to place the blame for their death on pro-Ukrainian activists and, thus, 
trigger a wave of violence and destabilization of the situation in the city.  

 

 

Sources: 

1. Anti-Maidan – a place for rallies of organizations opposing the Ukrainian authorities, and pro-Russian 

activists. 

2. The news portal ‘Radio Svoboda’ // The fire in Odessa’s House of Trade Unions could have been started by 
Molotov cocktails being thrown from the top of the building. – MIA claims. - 
http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/25371887.html 

3. Television News Service ‘TSN’ // Odessa’s House of Trade Unions was set on fire by separatists themselves. - 
http://tsn.ua/ukrayina/budinok-profspilok-v-odesi-pidpalili-sami-separatisti-mvs-i-dsns-348037.html 

4. YouTube // Video footage of the fire in the House of Trade Unions. - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9AMjLBIliw  

5. The news portal ‘Kommentarii’ // A journalist died in Odessa’s House of Trade Unions.  - 
http://odessa.comments.ua/news/2014/05/12/185950.html 

6. The news portal ‘Dumskaya.net’ // Head of the Odessa regional department of Interior Ministry did not 
confirm reports that 2 Trans-Dniester residents were among the fatalities. - 
http://dumskaya.net/news/nachalnik-odesskogo-obluvd-ne-podtvergdaet-infor-035710/  

7. The news portal ‘Ukrainskaya Pravda’ // MIA: weapons were found in the House of Trade Unions, but not gas.   
- http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/05/15/7025443/ 

8. The news portal 'Ukrainskaya Pravda' / / MIA named the probable cause of deaths of the people in Odessa's 
House of Trade Unions. - http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/19/7025770/?attempt=1  

http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/25371887.html
http://tsn.ua/ukrayina/budinok-profspilok-v-odesi-pidpalili-sami-separatisti-mvs-i-dsns-348037.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9AMjLBIliw
http://odessa.comments.ua/news/2014/05/12/185950.html
http://dumskaya.net/news/nachalnik-odesskogo-obluvd-ne-podtvergdaet-infor-035710/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/05/15/7025443/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/19/7025770/?attempt=1
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3. Odessa police acted on the side of pro-Russian extremists  

One of the main reasons for the clashes between pro-Ukrainian activists and provocateurs was the 
criminal inaction of the Odessa Police. In some cases, police acted openly on the side of pro-
Russian extremists. 

Investigators have already established that some of the Odessa Police officers were directly 
involved in the supply of ammunition to the radicals who had organized the shooting of people in 
Odessa on 2 May, 2014. The names of policemen have not been disclosed, they were dismissed 
from their positions pending an investigation. [1] In addition, former leaders of the Odessa Police 
(in particular, ex-deputy head of the Main Department of the Interior Ministry of the Odessa 
Province, Dmitriy Fuchedzhi) are suspected of involvement in the organization of provocations. 

In general, the nature of the 2 May events in Odessa indicates that the law enforcement bodies of 
the city had sufficient opportunity, yet did not prevent the mass clashes. 

The plans for a peaceful march for the unity of Ukraine through the streets of the city had been 
known in advance, and law enforcement agencies were obliged to ensure the safety of its holding. 
A large group of armed provocateurs began to gather in the city centre in the early morning of 2 
May, 2014. In this regard, it would have been reasonable to ban the holding of the pro-Ukrainian 
march for security reasons, or at least deploy police forces sufficient to ensure public order in the 
downtown area. Neither one nor the other happened. Therefore, it can be assumed that the 
police were aware of the upcoming provocations, but they deliberately allowed them to play 
out. Armed provocateurs attacked the peaceful march of pro-Ukrainian activists, and after that, 
the latter were forced to defend themselves. The conflict developed into large-scale violence. 
According to eyewitnesses, from the beginning of the clashes, the police took virtually no action to 
stop the provocateurs and prevent the escalation of violence. 

Even before the clashes, some Odessa Police officers were seen mixing among pro-Russian 
extremists. It is possible that the policemen were giving them instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was observed that distinctively, extremists were wearing red armbands. The same armbands 
were worn by some police officers. This clearly illustrates that the police were acting in collusion 
with extremists. 

A police officer talks with pro-Russian extremists 
Photo: https://twitter.com/Dbnmjr/status/462513464892592128  

http://dumskaya.net/news/odesskaya-miliciya-snabgala-ekstremistov-boeprip-035739/
https://twitter.com/Dbnmjr/status/462513464892592128
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Also, according to eyewitnesses, police officers handed over their shields to provocateurs. [2] 

When pro-Ukrainian activists began to force provocateurs back, police began to provide cover for 
their retreat. During the retreat, provocateurs actively employed firearms; an act which was 
completely ignored by the police officers. One segment of video footage [3] of the Odessa events 
includes the moment when an extremist is shooting on pro-Ukrainian activists standing directly 
behind the police barriers, using an automatic weapon,. The policemen stood watching the 
developments in silence. The events in Odessa were described by one of the activists of the march 

Provocateurs are shooting on pro-Ukrainian activists from behind police shields. 
Photo: napaki.livejournal.com  

Provocateurs and police officers wore the same distinctive 
armbands. 

Photo: Hromadske.tv 

 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/2/7024201/
http://hromadske.tv/society/v-odesi-separatistiv-prikrivala-militsiya-video/
../../../../Downloads/napaki.livejournal.com
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for United Ukraine in the following way: "The first thing I saw after I returned to Zhukovsky Street 
was a Kalashnikov rifle (!) poking out from the crowd of pro-Russian activists, covered with shields, 
and firing at our crowd in bursts. Immediately, a bunch of wounded people fell to the ground. 
Along with other people, we grabbed one of them and began to carry him to the side. His 
bulletproof vest was pierced. We carried him to the makeshift first-aid post with medical 
volunteers. Ambulances had already been filled with the wounded and drove off to hospitals. Then, 
looking at the balance of forces, I began to realise that we, the patriots, had quantitative 
superiority, but pro-Russian activists were much better armed and organised. I thought that if they 
have enough weapons, they’ll either kill us all or disperse us".[4] 

 

An extremist fires an automatic weapon whilst standing next to the police officers (a print screen) 

Later in the afternoon, the clashes moved to the area of Odessa’s location of the Anti-Maidan, i.e. 
to Kulikovo Field square. Pro-Russian extremists who had found themselves in the minority, 
decided to barricade themselves in the House of Trade Unions (located near the square). It should 
be noted that, while during the clashes in the centre of the city, the police were present, but 
mostly inactive, during the clashes near the House of Trade Unions the police were absent. 
Events unfolded in a completely uncontrolled way, and that is where the greatest number of 
people were killed. When a fire broke out in the building, pro-Ukrainian activists began to 
extinguish it  on their own initiative and rescue people who were inside, as fire trucks did not 
arrive on the scene for a prolonged period of time. [5] 

In connection with the events which took place in Odessa on 2 May, 2014, 10 criminal cases have 
been instituted and 172 people have been detained. 

On 4 May, 2014, pro-Russian activists blocked the building of the Main Department of the Interior 
Ministry in Odessa and made attempts to storm it. They demanded that their associates, who 
were arrested during the clashes on 2 May, 2014, be released. During this action, a demonstrative 
incident occurred, once again confirming that the Odessa police had been acting on the side of 
pro-Russian extremists - police officers, who were supposed to protect the building, 
ostentatiously laid down their shields and walked away from the scene. Consequently, 
extremists were able to get inside the building. [6] The interests of pro-Russian extremists in the 
Main Department of the Interior Ministry were represented by city council member, Sergey 

http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti
http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft2s7iujr9k
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Bovbalan (a member of the pro-Russian party ‘Rodina’ [‘The Fatherland’]). The extremists’ 
demand had been satisfied and their associates, who had been previously arrested, were released 
one by one. In total, 67 people were released, most of them had been detained by pro-Ukrainian 
activists. [7] 

The question as to who gave a command to release extremists - the former deputy head of the 
Odessa Regional Police, Dmitriy Fuchedzhi who was dismissed from his post that same day (4 
May, 2014), or the management of the Odessa Regional Prosecutor's Office, still remains open.  
Interior Minister, Arsen Avakov, accused the management of the Odessa Regional Prosecutor’s 
Office of unlawfully releasing extremists, as well as the General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine (in 
particular, the Deputy General Prosecutor, Nikolay Banchuk). According to Arsen Avakov, there 
were plans to transport the detainees to other regions of Ukraine so that potential unrest would 
be prevented, but the prosecutor’s office prohibited this. [8] In turn, the Odessa Regional 
Prosecutor’s Office denied this information and stated that the decision to release the detainees 
was issued immediately by the leadership of the Interior Ministry bodies without any agreement 
with the prosecutor’s office. [9] In this connection, it is advisable to carry out an investigation 
into the circumstances of the release of pro-Russian extremists. Due to their release, the 
investigation into all circumstances of the events which took place in Odessa on 2 May, 2014, with 
particular regard to who the mastermind and organiser  was behind the provocations against the 
marchers for the unity of Ukraine, may become significantly more complicated. 

On 6 May, 2014, the General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine gave the order to detain Dmitriy 
Fuchedzhi; however, on that same day, he fled the territory of Ukraine. Presumably, the former 
head of Odessa Police is hiding in the unrecognised Transnistrian Moldovan Republic.  Dmitriy 
Fuchedzhi is currently one of the main suspects in the organisation of the riots in Odessa on 2 
May, 2014, as well as being responsible for giving his personal order to release 67 detained pro-
Russian extremists. [10]  

 

 

Sources: 

1. The news portal ‘Dumskaya.net’ // Odessa police supplied extremists with ammunition. - 
http://dumskaya.net/news/odesskaya-miliciya-snabgala-ekstremistov-boeprip-035739/ 

2. The news portal ‘Ukrainskaya Pravda’ // In Odessa, separatists are firing at patriots from the roofs. Police are 
‘with the nation’. - http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/2/7024201/  

3. The online TV channel ‘Hromadske.tv’ // Odessa separatists were provided cover by the police (video 
footage). - http://hromadske.tv/society/v-odesi-separatistiv-prikrivala-militsiya-video/ 

4. The news portal ‘Den’ [‘The Day’] // The Odessa developments: comments made through social networks. - 
http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti 

5. The news portal ‘Den’ [‘The Day’] // The Odessa developments: comments made through social networks. - 
http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti 

6. YouTube // The Odessa ‘Berkut’ laid down their shields and ostentatiously left the cordon. - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft2s7iujr9k 

7. The news portal ‘Radio Svoboda’ // While separatists were releasing their associates, Odessa police remained 
inactive. -  http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/25372845.html 

8. The ‘Channel 5’ TV channel // Avakov: separatists in Odessa have been released, as the regional prosecutor’s 
office had not permitted their transfer to Kiev. - http://www.5.ua/component/k2/item/382970-avakov-
separatystiv-v-odesi-zvilnyly-bo-prokuratura-oblasti-ne-dala-etapuvaty-ikh-do-kyieva 

http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/25372845.html
http://www.5.ua/component/k2/item/382970-avakov-separatystiv-v-odesi-zvilnyly-bo-prokuratura-oblasti-ne-dala-etapuvaty-ikh-do-kyieva
http://www.od.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_c=view&_t=rec&id=137940
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/11/7025033/
http://dumskaya.net/news/odesskaya-miliciya-snabgala-ekstremistov-boeprip-035739/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/2/7024201/
http://hromadske.tv/society/v-odesi-separatistiv-prikrivala-militsiya-video/
http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti
http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft2s7iujr9k
http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/25372845.html
http://www.5.ua/component/k2/item/382970-avakov-separatystiv-v-odesi-zvilnyly-bo-prokuratura-oblasti-ne-dala-etapuvaty-ikh-do-kyieva
http://www.5.ua/component/k2/item/382970-avakov-separatystiv-v-odesi-zvilnyly-bo-prokuratura-oblasti-ne-dala-etapuvaty-ikh-do-kyieva


www.odfoundation.eu 

 

 10 

9. The official website of the Odessa Regional Prosecutor’s Office // The statement of the Odessa Regional 
Prosecutor’s Office: police officers failed to fulfill their duties. - 
http://www.od.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_c=view&_t=rec&id=137940 

10. The news portal ‘Ukrainskaya Pravda’ // General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine will seek Fuchedzhi – 
Golomasha has stated. - http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/11/7025033/ 

http://www.od.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_c=view&_t=rec&id=137940
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/11/7025033/
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4. SSU: provocations in Odessa were orchestrated by Russia’s special services  

According to the Security Service of Ukraine, the Odessa provocations had been planned by the 
special services of the Russian Federation, and a direct relation to the financing of the extremists is 
borne by former Ukrainian officials from Viktor Yanukovych’s inner circle, namely: former First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Sergey Arbuzov and former head of the Ministry of Revenue and Duties, 
Alexander Klimenko. They are both currently hiding in the Russian Federation. [1] 

As stated by the press service of the Security Service of Ukraine, law enforcement agencies have 
detained at least three citizens of the Russian Federation, in connection with organizing 
provocations in Odessa on 2 May, 2014, namely: Yevgeniy Mefedov, Andrey Krasilnikov and 
Alexander  Zolotashko. The SSU has also announced that a few other citizens of Russia: Alexander 
Vdovin, Konstantin Demilov, Sergey Sidorenko and Dmitriy Bormotov had also participated in the 
riots. [2] 

In turn, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine stated that the clashes in Odessa were a planned 
operation of Russia’s intelligence services aimed at destabilizing the situation in the region. “Law 
enforcement agencies in Ukraine received confirmation of the information concerning the 
participation of citizens of the Russian Federation in the Odessa provocations on 2 May, 2014, 
which resulted in dozens of deaths, and hundreds of injuries. There is every reason to believe that 
the tragedy was a pre-orchestrated and generously rewarded action of Russian special services 
whose purpose was to provoke an explosion of violence in Odessa and destabilize the situation 
throughout the entire southern region of Ukraine” [3], - the statement reads. 

Deputy Interior Minister, Sergey Chebotar enunciated that there is reason to believe that a 
specially organized criminal group was acting in Odessa with the aim of destabilizing the situation 
in the region. Events in the city were planned, taking into consideration the development of the 
situation in Eastern Ukraine, and hence, the provocations in Odessa coincided with another round 
of anti-terrorist operations in Donetsk and Lugansk Provinces. [4] 

 

 

Sources: 

1. The news portal ‘Fakty’ [‘The Facts’] // The massacre in Odessa was financed by Klimenko and Arbuzov. - 
http://fakty.ictv.ua/ru/index/read-news/id/1513821 

2. The news portal ‘Ukrainskaya Pravda’ // The SSU extended the list of Russian citizens, involved in the Odessa 
massacre. - http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/4/7024370/ 

3. The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine // The comment of Ukraine’s MFA regarding 
the participation of Russian citizens in the Odessa provocations of 2 May. - http://mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-
center/comments/1181-komentar-mzs-ukrajini-shhodo-uchasti-gromadyan-rosiji-u-provokacijah-v-odesi-2-
travnya 

4. The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine // Sergey Chebotar: “The Odessa events were 
planned and are being developed in parallel with the events in the East of Ukraine”. - 
http://mvs.gov.ua/mvs/control/main/uk/publish/article/1051575 

 

http://fakty.ictv.ua/ru/index/read-news/id/1513821
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/4/7024370/
http://mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/comments/1181-komentar-mzs-ukrajini-shhodo-uchasti-gromadyan-rosiji-u-provokacijah-v-odesi-2-travnya
http://mvs.gov.ua/mvs/control/main/uk/publish/article/1051575
http://fakty.ictv.ua/ru/index/read-news/id/1513821
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/4/7024370/
http://mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/comments/1181-komentar-mzs-ukrajini-shhodo-uchasti-gromadyan-rosiji-u-provokacijah-v-odesi-2-travnya
http://mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/comments/1181-komentar-mzs-ukrajini-shhodo-uchasti-gromadyan-rosiji-u-provokacijah-v-odesi-2-travnya
http://mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/comments/1181-komentar-mzs-ukrajini-shhodo-uchasti-gromadyan-rosiji-u-provokacijah-v-odesi-2-travnya
http://mvs.gov.ua/mvs/control/main/uk/publish/article/1051575
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5. Conclusions 

Many circumstances of the tragedy which occurred in Odessa on 2 May, 2014, still remain 
unknown and require a thorough police investigation, monitored by civil society. Still, it is 
absolutely clear that the incident could have been prevented, had the local authorities and law 
enforcement agencies performed their duties properly. It is them who bear primary responsibility 
for the dozens of deaths in the city. A few factors, proving the criminal inactivity of Odessa 
authorities and police during the events of 2 May, 2014, may be cited immediately: 

1. Law enforcement authorities failed to take the necessary measures in order to ensure the 
security of the peaceful march for the unity of Ukraine. Information on possible 
provocations had been repeatedly reported by civil society activists, but law enforcement 
bodies failed to respond to them; 

2. Odessa policemen remained inactive when provocateurs began to attack pro-Ukrainian 
activists and, conversely, they protected the most aggressive and armed extremists, when 
the latter found themselves in danger;  

3. The police were absent during the clashes near the House of Trade Unions, which caused 
the situation to become out of control and provoked further escalation of violence;   

4. For unexplained reasons, the Odessa firemen  did not arrive at the site of the fire for a 
prolonged period of time (several hours). Due to this fact, pro-Ukrainian activists were 
forced to extinguish the fire  and rescue people trapped inside the building themselves. 

Former governor of the province, Vladimir Nemirovskiy (dismissed from work on 6 May, 2014) 
placed all the blame for the tragedy on the Odessa police, who “did not fulfill their duties”. 
However, the responsibility lies equally with the local authorities, who were obliged to control 
the situation in the city, especially following the dissemination of the information about possible 
provocations. A few months before the tragedy, confrontational sentiment had gradually 
escalated in the city. This had been carried out with the direct participation of some pro-Russian 
politicians” Gennadiy Trukhanov, Vyacheslav Markin, Sergey Kivalov, Igor Markov [1], who 
strongly supported the pro-Russian movement in the city. The Open Dialog Foundation believes 
that law enforcement agencies, with the participation of the civil society commission, should carry 
out a public investigation into the actions of the persons in order to determine their involvement 
in the financing of extremism in the city. Investigations and inspections should also be carried out 
with regard to other members of the Party of Regions and the Communist Party of Ukraine, as 
these political forces openly support the separatist movement in Eastern Ukraine. 

The case of Dmitriy Fuchedzhi’s flight also requires independent and thorough investigation. 
Unfortunately, it must be admitted that full impunity of the main perpetrators of the sanguinary 
events in the south-east of the country is becoming commonplace in Ukraine. Responsibility for 
the events rests primarily with Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal Affairs and General Prosecutor’s 
Office, through their failure to perform their duties properly. 

Ukrainian authorities declare their readiness to carry out a prompt, objective investigation into the 
tragic events in Odessa, with the involvement of foreign experts in the investigation. [2] However, 
in reality, the process is only moving at the level of interrogation and detention of ordinary 
performers of the provocations, while the alleged organizers, such as Dmitriy Fuchedzhi, are still 
successfully evading responsibility. 

The immediate replacement of the head of the regional administration (Vladimir Nemirovsky was 
replaced by Igor Palytsya) and the head of the Odessa Regional Police (Peter Lutsyuk was replaced 
by Ivan Katerenchuk) indicate that the Ukrainian authorities are responding to the actions of 

http://m.day.kiev.ua/ru/article/den-ukrainy/sobytiya-v-odesse-chto-pishut-socseti
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/05/6/7024485/
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separatists and extremists only post factum and do not act in advance. Having seen the example 
of the development of separatist and extremist movements in the east of the country, the officials 
in Kiev have not taken any significant steps in order to strengthen the top-down power structure 
in the regions which are now faced with the greatest threat of Russian influence. In the first place, 
a rotation of managers in law enforcement bodies was not performed in a timely manner. As a 
result, law enforcement agencies are sabotaging the orders received from the central government 
and act in the interests of the local criminal clans. 

 

The tragedy which occurred in Odessa on 2 May, 2014, is comparable in scope to that which 
took place in Kiev in February 2014, and, undoubtedly, constitutes a crime against humanity. 
Traces of chloroform, revealed on the scene may indicate that dozens of people in the House of 
Trade Unions were killed deliberately. The Odessa tragedy requires a thorough investigation by 
law-enforcement agencies under the control of representatives of international and Ukrainian 
civil society. Not only those  who engage in provocations which lead to mass clashes in the city, 
but also their orchestrators should be identified and punished. The Open Dialog Foundation 
believes that Western democracies should be more demanding of the authorities of Ukraine  
when dealing with the formation of the top-down power structures in the country. In particular, 
civil society activists in each of the regions of Ukraine prepared ‘lustration lists’ of law 
enforcement agencies and local governments, but the central authorities are not eager to listen 
to the public regarding the matter of appointing managerial staff in the regions. A dialogue 
between civil society and the state authorities for the purpose of conducting lustration in 
Ukraine and reform of local government,  supported by the U.S. and EU governments, is one of 
the key factors which could stabilize the situation in the country. 

Unfortunately, it must be concluded that, at the moment, the Ukrainian authorities are 
increasingly losing control over the developments in the South-Eastern regions, as the personnel 
policy is implemented wholly ineffectively. 

For objective coverage of events taking place in Ukraine, it is necessary to increase the presence 
of international observers from the UN and the OSCE in South- Eastern regions of the country. 
These regions are currently most vulnerable to the aggression of the Russian Federation, which 
continues to destabilise the situation in Ukraine. 

Also, the introduction of targeted sanctions against senior management of the Russian 
Federation (mainly the president and prime minister), who are the main orchestrators behind 
the extremist and terrorist acts in Ukraine and are striving to disrupt the presidential election of 
25 May, 2014, remains a burning issue.  
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The Open Dialog Foundation was established in Poland, in 2009, on the initiative of Lyudmyla 
Kozlovska (who is currently the President of the Management Board). The statutory objectives of 
the Foundation include protection of human rights, democracy and rule of law in the post-Soviet 
area, with particular attention devoted to the biggest CIS countries: Russia, Kazakhstan and 
Ukraine. 

The Foundation pursues its goals through the organisation of observation missions, including 
election observation and monitoring of the human rights situation in the CIS countries. Based on 
these activities, the Foundation creates its reports and distributes them among the institutions of 
the EU, the OSCE and other international organisations, foreign ministries and parliaments of EU 
countries, analytical centres and media. 

In addition to observational and analytical activities, the Foundation is actively engaged in 
cooperation with members of parliaments involved in foreign affairs, human rights and 
relationships with the CIS countries, in order to support the process of democratisation and 
liberalisation of internal policies in the post-Soviet area. Significant areas of the Foundation's 
activities also include support programmes for political prisoners and refugees. 
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