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The Open Dialogue Foundation (ODF) was established in Poland in 2009 on the initiative of Ukrainian student and civic 
activist Lyudmyla Kozlovska (who currently serves as President of the Foundation). Since its founding, statutory objectives of 
the Foundation include the protection of human rights, democracy and the rule of law in the post-Soviet area. The 
Foundation originally focused its attention primarily on Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine and ς since 2016 ς Moldova, but this 
area of interest was expanded in July 2017 due to the rapidly deteriorating situation in Poland and other EU member states 
affected by illiberal policies implemented by their populist governments. 

ODF pursues its goals ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ 
violation cases. It also advocates for international legislation better serving human rights, such as the Magnitsky Act or the 
adding of conditionality clauses to EU & international financial assistance programmes directed at non-democratic states and 
hybrid regimes. The Foundation also has extensive experience in the field of protection of the rights of political prisoners and 
refugees. 

Based on its work, ODF publishes analytical reports and distributes them among EU institutions, OSCE, Council of Europe, the 
UN, other human rights organisations, foreign ministries and parliaments, as well as the media. It is actively engaged in 
cooperation with members of parliaments involved in foreign affairs, human rights and relations with monitored third 
countries. 

ODF advocates for the reform of Interpol and - more recently - the Schengen Information System (SIS), preventing their 
mechanisms from being used by authoritarian and hybrid regimes to persecute their opponents.  

In 2013/14 the Foundation organised a mission to support Ukrainian civil society in their struggle for European integration 
during the Revolution of Dignity ƛƴ YȅƛǾϥǎ aŀƛŘŀƴ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмпΣ h5CΩǎ humanitarian aid 
programme started on Maidan, was expanded to help those affected by the occupation of Crimea and the war in the East of 
Ukraine. From 2014 to 2016, ODF run a large support centre in Warsaw under the name ά¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴ ²ƻǊƭŘϦ, offering 
everyday life assistance for migrants and fostering Polish-Ukrainian integration. 

The Foundation has its permanent representative offices in Warsaw and Brussels. 

 

Copyright: Open Dialogue Foundation, November 2019 

 

00-580 Warsaw, Aleja Szucha 11,͊ office 21, Tel. +48 22 307 11 22  

E-mail: odfoundation@odfoundation.eu, web-site: en.odfoundation.eu  

 

For more detailed information, please contact us:  

Project Manager: 

Lyudmyla Kozlovska lyudmylakozlovska@odfoundation.eu 

 

Authors:  

Igor Savchenko  igor.savchenko@odfoundation.eu 

Kateryna Savchenko           katerina.savchenko@odfoundation.eu  

 

Title page design: Mykhailo Fedyshak 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinting of the materials in whole or in part is permissible with due reference to the Open Dialogue Foundation as the 
source 

https://en.odfoundation.eu/p/10,foundation-statute
https://en.odfoundation.eu/reports
https://en.odfoundation.eu/interpol-and-politically-motivated-extraditions
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/1356,report-on-euromaidan
https://en.odfoundation.eu/project/35,humanitarian-aid
https://en.odfoundation.eu/project/35,humanitarian-aid
https://en.odfoundation.eu/ukrainian-world
mailto:odfoundation@odfoundation.eu
http://en.odfoundation.eu/
mailto:lyudmylakozlovska@odfoundation.eu
mailto:igor.savchenko@odfoundation.eu
mailto:katerina.savchenko@odfoundation.eu


www.odfoundation.eu 
 

 3 

 

 

Table of contents: 

 

1. SUMMARYΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 4 

2. PERSONS IN DETENTION ς POLITICAL PRISONERSΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 9 

 2.1. Persons whom UN bodies demand to be released immediately, but authorities 
ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

   
9 

 2.2. Individuals who have been prosecuted for participating in peaceful rallies, 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5/Y ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΧ 

  
12 

 2.3. PeǊǎƻƴǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 14 

 2.4. Prosecuted bloggersΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 17 

3. POLITICALLY PERSECUTED PERSONS WHO ARE UNDER HOUSE ARREST, UNDER 
INVESTIGATION, AND THREATENED WITH IMPRISONMEN¢ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

  
18 

4. Lb5L±L5¦![{ ²Ih /hb¢Lb¦9 ¢h {9w±9 {¦{t9b595 {9b¢9b/9{ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 21 

5. ¢Ih{9 Lb/[¦595 Lb ¢I9 [L{¢ hC άt9w{hb{ [LbY95 ¢h ¢I9 CLb!b/LbD hC ¢9wwhwL{a !b5 
9·¢w9aL{aέΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

  
24 

6. KAZAKHSTAN MISUSES THE MECHANISMS OF INTERPOL AND INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 
!{{L{¢!b/9ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

  
29 

7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONSΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 34 



www.odfoundation.eu 
 

 4 

1. SUMMARY 

This report examines the cases of 56 victims of politically motivated criminal prosecutions in 
Kazakhstan. Among them, at least 21 are political prisoners who remain in prisons or pre-trial 
detention facilities. 

In Kazakhstan, civil society representatives are subjected to criminal prosecutions, imprisonment and 
torture for their civil society, human rights, and trade union activities, participation in peaceful protests 
and criticism of the authorities on social networks. 

In March 2019, Nursultan Nazarbayev, who had been President for 30 years, announced his resignation. 
On 9 June 2019, extraordinary presidential election was held, which was won, as expected, by 
Nazarbayev's protege, Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev. International observers noted gross falsifications in 
favour of Tokayev, as well as lack of competition (Amirzhan Kosanov, who positioned himself as an 
άopposition candidateέ, was only nominally so)1. The OSCE reported systemic election irregularities2, but 
the newly elected President called the OSCE conclusions άpolitically biasedέ. 

In this way, the transit of power in Kazakhstan was formalised. Nursultan Nazarbayev is now the 
Chairman of the Security Council of Kazakhstan and has control over all key government agencies. His 
protege, Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev, who became President, continues Nazarbayev's policy, strengthens 
the authoritarian regime and suppresses civil liberties. 

However, the attention and pressure of the international community reduces the scale of repression. As 
a result, several political prisoners have been released over the past year. However, the total number of 
politically prosecuted persons is growing rapidly, primarily due to the detentions of participants in 
peaceful rallies. 

In the period from March to October 2019, another wave of protests took place in Kazakhstan. Anti-
government protests of thousands of people were held in various regions of the country. Protesters 
called for a boycott of the election, spoke out against election fraud, against the renaming of Astana to 
Nur-Sultan (in honour of Nazarbayev), and against Chinese expansion. 

 

 
1 https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/9330,election-in-kazakhstan-gross-falsifications-and-mass-arrests-of-peaceful-protesters  
2 https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/kazakhstan/422501  

9 June 2019. Almaty. Photo: Petr Trotsenko (RFE/RL). 

 

https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/9330,election-in-kazakhstan-gross-falsifications-and-mass-arrests-of-peaceful-protesters
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/kazakhstan/422501
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Peaceful rallies ended with mass arbitrary detentions of protesters, unprecedented in the history of 
Kazakhstan. In order to disperse the rallies, the authorities used police officers, special police units and 
internal troops, as well as internal troops' equipment. 

During the peaceful rallies on 21ς22 March 2019, 1 May 2019 and 9 May 2019, about 400 people were 
detained. At the rallies on 9ς12 June 2019, according to official data alone, about 4000 people were 
detained (677 people were awarded administrative arrest - they were tried at night directly at police 
stations and without access to lawyers). About 700 people were also detained during the rally on 6 July 
2019. On the threshold of the rally on 21 September 2019, at least 65 people were detained, 43 of 
whom were subjected to administrative arrests or fines3. According to observers, on the days of 
peaceful rallies (21 September 2019 and 26 October 2019), the authorities detained more than 2004  
and more than 805 people, respectively. The police beat peaceful protesters and dragged them into 
transport vehicles, holding them by their arms and legs. The detainees included minors and the elderly, 
as well as journalists and human rights activists. 

Several mass peaceful protests were also held in 2018. In general, from February 2018 to October 2019, 
more than 6000 people were arbitrarily detained for participating in peaceful rallies. Over these two 
years, more than 230 victims of these persecutions have sent their powers of attorney to the Open 
Dialogue Foundation with the aim of having their rights protected. 

 

Persons detained at peaceful rallies were taken to police stations and interrogated about their political 
views. The police also confiscated phones from detainees and checked whether they were subscribed to 
the pages of the opposition movement άDemocratic Choice of Kazakhstan έ(DCK). 

In March 2018, at the request of the Prosecutor's Office, the Kazakhstani court recognised the DCK as an 
άextremist έorganisation. The court stated that the DCK άincites social discordέ and άforms a negative 
image of authoritiesέ. In its resolution on the human rights situation in Kazakhstan dated 14 March 
2019, the European Parliament noted the peaceful nature of the DCK. Referring to the court's decision 
to ban the DCK, the Kazakhstani prosecutor's office criminalised άpositive approvalέ of the ideas of the 
DCK and its leader Mukhtar Ablyazov. 

 
3 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2442462392739696/  
4 https:// www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10215189802440844  
5 https:// www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/permalink/2478809299105005/  

6 July 2019. Detaining a woman in Aktobe. Photo: Radio Azattyk. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2442462392739696/
https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10215189802440844
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ActivistsNotExtremists/permalink/2478809299105005/
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Mukhtar Ablyazov is a Kazakhstani opposition politician who has been prosecuted by the Kazakhstani 
authorities for many years. The reason for his prosecution is the long-standing conflict between him and 
Nazarbayev. Ablyazov, being the majority shareholder and head of the private BTA Bank, supported the 
opposition. In 2009, the Kazakhstani authorities accused Ablyazov of embezzlement of BTA Bank's funds. 
For 10 years now, Kazakhstan has been abusing the Interpol system and seeking the extradition of 
Ablyazov and his associates from the EU. In December 2016, the French Council of State recognised the 
request for Ablyazov's extradition as politically motivated6. Interpol removed him from the search list. 

Based on the decision of the Kazakhstani court to ban the DCK, the Kazakhstani authorities regard their 
criticism in social media and participation in peaceful rallies as άparticipation in the activities of the 
organisation after its recognition as extremist έ(Article 405 of the Criminal Code). On this charge, 3 
people were sent to prison, at least 4 people remain in pre-trial detention, at least 6 people are under 
investigation and subject to a measure of restraint that does not include detentions, and at least 15 
people have been sentenced to suspended sentences. 

Among those who were sent to pre-trial detention facilities under the άextremist έArt. 405 of the CC are 
single mothers Gulzipa Dzhaukerova and Zhazira Demeuova, as well as mother of many children 
Oksana Shevchuk, whose younger daughter is still breastfed. In September, Demeuova was placed 
under house arrest. Mothers of many children Akmaral Kerimbayeva and Gulmira Kalykova received 
suspended sentences under this article. 

 

 

In their indictments in the DCK cases, investigators accuse activists with such άcriminal actionsέ as 
άactive support for the ideas of the DCK and Ablyazovέ, άreposting materials from the pages of the DCK 
and Ablyazovέ, άposts in social networks that discredit the Head of State and the current governmentέ 
and άshouting out ideas at rallies that form a negative image of authoritiesέ. At the same time, 
investigators in these cases refer to physical evidence: Kazakhstani flags and blue balloons (which are 
regarded as άprohibited propaganda materialsέ). 

 
6 https://www.conseil-etat.fr/ressources/decisions-contentieuses/dernieres-decisions-importantes/ce-9-decembre-2016-m.-o  

Zhazira Demeuova, Gulzipa Dzhaukerova and Oksana Shevchuk, who were arrested under 
άŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ плр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CC. Photo: Radio Azattyk. 

 

https://www.conseil-etat.fr/ressources/decisions-contentieuses/dernieres-decisions-importantes/ce-9-decembre-2016-m.-o
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Persons prosecuted under Art. 405 of the Criminal Code also face threats from intelligence services and 
pressure on their families. Criminal charges were brought under this article against Daniyar Khassenov, 
an observer of the Italian Federation for Human Rights. He monitors violations of the rights of peaceful 
protesters. Due to the wide international publicity, in September 2019, the criminal case was closed. 

Thus, the authorities interpret the expression of opposition views as άsupport for the DCKέ, and, as a 
result, as άextremismέ. In fact, this criminalises any opposition activity in the country. UN Special 
Rapporteur Fionnuala Ní Aoláin expressed concern about Kazakhstan's practice of άthe use of extremism 
laws against political groups and critical voices.7έ 

In several cases, UN bodies, within the framework of adversarial proceedings, taking into account the 
position of the authorities and of the persecuted persons, concluded that the prosecution was illegal 
and politically motivated. In particular, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention recommended the 
immediate release of Maks Bokayev8 and Iskander Yerimbetov9, and the UN Human Rights Committee 
recommended the immediate release of Mukhtar Dzhakishev10. However, the Kazakhstani authorities 
fail to comply with the requirements of the UN bodies. Maks Bokayev and Iskander Yerimbetov 
became victims of torture. Moreover, Dzhakishev suffers from life-threatening diseases and can die in 
prison at any time. 

In general, the UN treaty bodies have issued more than 30 decisions that recognise violations 
committed by Kazakhstan. Of these, at least 23 decisions were not executed by Kazakhstan. One of the 
examples is the failure to comply with the decisions regarding violation of the right to freedom of 
assembly in relation to human rights activist Bakhytzhan Torezhina and activist Dilnar Insenova, as well 
as violation of the right to protection from torture in respect of Zhaslan Suleymenov, Arshidin Israil, and 
Dmitriy Tyan. 

The results of our monitoring, as well as data from the UN and human rights organisations, confirm the 
systematic nature of torture in Kazakhstan's prisons and detention facilities. According to Penal Reform 
International, there were 1413 cases of torture during criminal proceedings in Kazakhstan in 2015 and 
1460 in 201611. However, from 2008 to 2018, only 8 claims for compensation for torture were approved, 
and 2026 investigations were discontinued due to άlack of evidence.12έ 

This report examines the cases of several politically prosecuted persons who have been subjected to 
torture and ill-treatment: Iskander Yerimbetov, Mukhtar Dzhakishev, Kenzhebek Abishev, Almat 
Zhumagulov, Ablovas Dzhumayev, Aset Abishev, Aron Atabek, Yerkin Kaziev and Aset Nurzhaubay. 

In Kazakhstan, more than 99.8% of sentences are convictions. In case of political prisoners, the 
authorities set the following condition: άplead guilty έin exchange for release or reduction of the 
sentence. More and more often, video recordings appear in pro-government media, in which the 
defendants in political cases άrepent έand give up their opposition ideas. Aset Nurzhaubay and 
Muratbek Tungishbayev, who were subjected to ill-treatment, were released due to the fact that they 
άrepentedέ, called on άnot to support Mukhtar Ablyazov έand said that the work of human rights 
defenders ended with άno resultsέ. Their statements were similar to each other and repeated 
paragraphs of state propaganda. 

Serikzhan Bilash and Maks Bokayev reported that representatives of the Presidential Administration 
gave them the opportunity to άrepent έin exchange for their release. This is another confirmation of 
the lack of an independent judiciary in Kazakhstan. In political affairs, decisions άcome from aboveέ, in 
particular from the Presidential Administration. 

 
7 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24620&LangID=E  
8 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session78/A_HRC_WGAD_2017_16.pdf  
9 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session83/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_67.pdf  
10  https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f115%2fD%2f2304%2f2013&Lang=en  
11 https://informburo.kz/novosti/pochti-1500-sluchaev-pytok-zaregistrirovano-v-kazahstane-v-2016-godu.html  
12 https://www.kazpravda.kz/news/obshchestvo/rost-kolichestva-pitok-i-zhestkogo-otnosheniya-nabludaetsya-v-turmah-kazahstana  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24620&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session78/A_HRC_WGAD_2017_16.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session83/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_67.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f115%2fD%2f2304%2f2013&Lang=en
https://informburo.kz/novosti/pochti-1500-sluchaev-pytok-zaregistrirovano-v-kazahstane-v-2016-godu.html
https://www.kazpravda.kz/news/obshchestvo/rost-kolichestva-pitok-i-zhestkogo-otnosheniya-nabludaetsya-v-turmah-kazahstana
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In addition, through criminal prosecutions, the authorities are seeking the cessation of the activists' civic 
actions. It has become common for Kazakhstani courts to impose additional restrictions on defendants 
when passing a suspended sentence. For example, the court forbade Bakiza Khalelova to άattend rallies έ
and write comments on social networks άaimed at discrediting the activities of the authorities έfor 1 
year. Larisa Kharkova and Serikzhan Bilash were banned from engaging in civil society activities for 5 
and 7 years, respectively.  

The cases of Serikzhan Bilash, as well as the case of asylum seekers Murager Alimuly and Kaster 
Musakhanuly, are examples of how the Kazakhstani authorities, not wishing to spoil relations with 
China, hush up the problem of re-education camps in Xinjiang. At the moment, only international 
pressure would help ensure the safety of the arrested Alimuly and Musakhanuly, as well as save them 
from being deported to China. 

This report examines the cases of politically prosecuted persons (including those who remain in pre-trial 
detention facilities and prisons - political prisoners) who are prosecuted under both general criminal 
articles and άpoliticalέ articles of the Criminal Code of Kazakhstan. The latter include charges of 
άinciting social discord έ (Art. 174 of the CC), άparticipation in the activities of the organisation after its 
recognition as extremist έ(Art. 405 of the CC), άdeliberately disseminating false information έ(Article 274 
of the CC), άviolation of the procedure for holding rallies έ(Art. 400 of the CC) and άpublic calls for the 
seizure of power έ(Article 179 of the CC). 

The authorities include persons prosecuted under άextremist έarticles (Art. 174 and 405 of the CC) in the 
national list of persons linked to the financing of terrorism and extremism, which results in a ban on 
the use of banking, postal, notarial, and insurance services (this list includes, in particular, former 
political prisoners Vladimir Kozlov and Ablovas Dzhumayev). 

The inclusion in the list of politically prosecuted persons means the presence of confirmed facts that the 
person is persecuted for expressing opinions, participating in peaceful rallies and social activities, as well 
as for other political reasons. This does not mean that the Open Dialogue Foundation shares the views 
and opinions of all persons included in this report. 

 

10 June 2019. Almaty. Photo: Reuters. 
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2. PERSONS IN DETENTION ς POLITICAL PRISONERS 

 

2.1. Persons whom UN bodies demand to be released immediately, but authorities refuse to do so 

 

 

˸ǳƪƘǘŀǊ 5ȊƘŀƪƛǎƘŜǾ ς the former head of the ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ΨYŀȊŀǘƻƳǇǊƻƳΩ 
(1998ς2001, 2002ς2009). 

Charges: ΨŜƳōŜȊȊƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мтс ƻŦ ǘƘŜ //ύΣ 
ΨŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ōǊƛōŜǎΩ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ омм ƻŦ ǘƘŜ //ύ ŀƴŘ ΨŦǊŀǳŘΩ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мтт ƻŦ ǘƘŜ //ύΦ  

In 2010 and 2012, two court trials were held against Dzhakishev. He was 
sentenced to 14 years in prison. 

In December 2015, the UN Human Rights Committee acknowledged that 
Dzhakishev had not been provided with the right to a fair and public trial, the 
right to defence, the right to communicate with lawyers and the right to 
humane treatment. The UN demanded the verdict be annulled and 
Dzhakishev released (Communication No. 2304/2013)13. However, 
Kazakhstan refused to comply with the decision of the UN Committee. 

Dzhakishev has been in prison for more than 10 years. Dzhakishev's life-
threatening diseases have been aggravated. He is now at risk of stroke and 
heart attack. The latest examinations have revealed impaired brain function. 
The Kazakhstani authorities are failing to provide him with effective and long-
term treatment, which may result in his death at any time. At the same time, 
representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs refer to his state of health 
ŀǎ ΨǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊϥǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƴƻ 
complaints have been filŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘΩΦ14  

In June 2018, Dzhakishev was officially recognised as a person with disability. 
According to the lawyer, there is no place in Kazakhstan adequately equipped 
to treat complex disorders such as those from which Dzhakishev suffers. 

Dzhakishev's mother died in September 2018, but the Interior Ministry did 
not allow the prisoner to say goodbye to her. 

In November 2018 and July 2019, a Kazakhstani court twice refused to 
release Dzhakishev on parole. The formal reason for the refusal was that 
Dzhakishev failed to pay over 260 million dollars of damages stipulated by 
the sentence. The court did not take into account the lawyer's arguments 
that Dzhakishev has a disability, as well as the fact that it is impossible to 
earn such a sum in prison. On 10 September 2019, the court rejected his 
appeal, once again refusing to release him. This court decision is a άsentence 
to a slow, agonising death in captivityά - said the Kazakhstan International 
Bureau of Human Rights15. Dzhakishev refused to άrepent έand άconfess 
guiltέ. The authorities systematically refuse to allow international human 
rights missions to visit Dzhakishev. 

 
13 https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f115%2fD%2f2304%2f2013&Lang=en  
14 https:// tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/ jizni-muhtara-djakisheva-kolonii-rasskazali-genprokurature-342466/  
15 https:// bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/djakishev_prigovoren_k_medlennoi_smerti/   

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f115%2fD%2f2304%2f2013&Lang=en
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/jizni-muhtara-djakisheva-kolonii-rasskazali-genprokurature-342466/
https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/djakishev_prigovoren_k_medlennoi_smerti/
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Iskander Yerimbetov is a Kazakhstani businessman, the brother of 
Kazakhstani human rights defender and lawyer Botagoz Jardemalie. She 
provided legal consulting services to opposition politician Mukhtar Ablyazov 
and victims of political persecution in Kazakhstan. Jardemalie resides in 
Belgium, where she has been granted political asylum.  

Charges: ΨƳƻƴŜȅ ƭŀǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΩ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мф3 of the CC), ΨŦǊŀǳŘΩ (Article 177 of the 
CC). 

In November-December 2017 and January 2018, Yerimbetov was subjected 
to repeated brutal torture at a Kazakhstani detention center. Employees of 
the special services demanded that he testify against Ablyazov and convince 
Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ YŀȊŀƪƘǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ άŎƻƻǇerate with the investigatiƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ablyazov's case. Yerimbetov noted that he was placed in a cell with convicted 
persons who severely beat him, including with a wooden stick given to them 
by a facility guard.  

Yerimbetov spoke about torture at meetings with representatives of the EU, 
Great Britain, Germany, USA and Poland who have been allowed to visit him 
in the detention facility. Ignoring the data of human rights defenders and the 
demands of the international community, on 22 February 2018 authorities 
closed the criminal case on torture. 

A politically motivated trial was organised against Yerimbetov, which was 
accompanied by an unprecedented number of violations. The prosecution 
stated that the Sky Service company (founded by Yerimbetov) had allegedly 
oǾŜǊǇǊƛŎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ άƛƴ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
YŀȊŀƪƘǎǘŀƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ƻǾŜǊǇǊƛŎƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
company was selling its services via open tenders. 

On 22 October 2018 Iskander Yerimbetov was sentenced to 7 years in prison, 
and his colleagues Dmitriy Pestov and Vasilina Sokolenko, who stated about 
pressure by investigators, to 5 years in prison. Another defendant, Mikhail 
Zorov, who had agreed to cooperate with the investigating officers, was 
given 3 years of suspended sentence. 

On 20 November 2018, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
demanded the immediate release of Iskander Yerimbetov (Opinion No. 
67/2018)16, but the authorities did not fulfil this requirement.  

Yerimbetov's lawyer and relatives stated that, while in prison, LǎƪŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 
health condition has seriously deteriorated. He has persistent severe 
headaches and stomachaches, swollen legs, and vision problems. After 
several months of unsuccessful appeals, in September 2019, hia relatives 
managed to bring about YerimbetoǾΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ examination. He was 
diagnosed with a cerebral aneurysm, which could lead to a stroke. These 
problems are the result of torture exerted on him in jail. On 1 November 
2019, the prison authorities informed the counsel that, according to the law, 
Yerimbetov has the right to medical care, and they promised to provide it to 
him. 

 

 
16 https:// www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session83/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_67.pdf  


