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SU M MARY

From March to October 2018, in Kazakhstan, approx. 450 people were forcefully detained for 
participating in peaceful rallies. Dozens of people have fallen victim to threats, interrogation 

and surveillance by law enforcement bodies. More than 30 people have been subjected to 
criminal responsibility for publishing comments critical of the authorities on social networks. At 
least 6 accused persons have been subjected to torture and ill-treatment. These persecutions 
are being carried out on the basis of the decision to ban the opposition movement “Democratic 
Choice of Kazakhstan”.

More than 150 people who have fallen victim to these persecutions sent 
appeals to the Open Dialogue Foundation. Of these, 129 complainants 
who provided the Foundation with documents and powers of 
attorney to protect their rights have been included in this report.

Why the authorities of Kazakhstan have banned the peaceful opposition 
movement and what it means

The opposition movement “Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan” (DCK) began its activities in April 
2017  1. The DCK set itself the goal of changing the authoritarian Kazakhstani regime through 
peaceful protests and building a parliamentary republic. The DCK also announced its manifesto, 
which included social and economic reforms.

The leader of the DCK is the opposition politician Mukhtar Ablyazov. Kazakhstan’s President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev considers him a personal enemy  2. The DCK movement spreads informa-
tion through social networks. According to Ablyazov, a year after the beginning of the activity of 
the DCK, 32,000 people had joined the organisation, and its subscribers on Instagram totalled 
more than 180,000, with more than 140,000 on Telegram. The DCK is the only political force in 
Kazakhstan that calls for a complete change of regime  3. In response to the growing popularity 
of the DCK, the authorities launched a massive politically motivated campaign of persecution 
of activists.

On 13 March 2018, a Kazakhstan court issued a ruling recognising the DCK as an “extremist” or-
ganisation and banning its activities in Kazakhstan.

1 The previous DCK movement was banned by a Kazakhstan court on charges of “extremism” in 2005.
2 The authorities of Kazakhstan have been prosecuting Ablyazov for many years. In December 2016, the French State 

Council refused to extradite Ablyazov and recognised his case as politically motivated. http://www.conseil-etat.fr/
Actualites/Communiques/Decision-d-extradition

3 https://ru.odfoundation.eu/a/8605, otchet-presledovaniya-aktivistov-dvk-v-kazahstane

http://www.conseil-etat.fr/Actualites/Communiques/Decision-d-extradition
http://www.conseil-etat.fr/Actualites/Communiques/Decision-d-extradition
https://ru.odfoundation.eu/a/8605,otchet-presledovaniya-aktivistov-dvk-v-kazahstane
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The reason for the ban was the accusations of “spreading extremist appeals” 
through social networks. The court’s decision states that the DCK “incites 
social discord”, “forms a negative image of the authorities and individual 
officials”, “provokes protest sentiments” and “stirs up social tensions”  4.

Referring to the court’s decision, the General Prosecutor’s Office of Kazakhstan declared that in-
dividuals would bear criminal responsibility for support and ‘positive approval’ of the ideas of the 
DCK and its leader Mukhtar Ablyazov, and particularly for: publishing posts in their support on so-
cial networks; campaigning and distribution of leaflets; provision of information and other services 
to Ablyazov and the DCK; and participation in rallies or protest actions organised by the DCK  5.

How many people signed this complaint

This report is a collective complaint signed by 129 people from 19 cities and towns of Kazakh-
stan. All of them have been, or continue to be, subjected to politically motivated persecution 
in connection with the ban on the DCK.

These people sent their forms of appeal and letters of attorney (documents were received from 
March to October 2018) to the Open Dialogue Foundation. In their powers of attorney, the com-
plainants provided passport details and also provided the Open Dialogue Foundation the right 
to disseminate information about their case, protect their rights in international organisations 
and institutions, and also file appeals on their behalf.

In total, the Open Dialogue Foundation received appeals from more than 150 people. However, 
this complaint includes only the cases of 129; these are people who provided the Foundation 
with both the forms of appeal and the power of attorney.

How the complainants were persecuted

Based on the appeals received, we identified a list of the persecutions to which the activists 
have been subjected thus far. Frequently, one person was subjected to various kinds of perse-
cution; therefore, the number of cases of persecution is greater than the number of complain-
ants who have signed this complaint.

 ● Mass detentions at a peaceful rally on 10 May 2018. The protesters demanded the re-
lease of political prisoners and an end to torture in Kazakhstan. In total, more than 150 
people were detained in Almaty and Astana, in addition to a total of approx. 30 people 
in other cities (Aktau, Aktobe, Pavlodar, Semey, Uralsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Shymkent). 
This report addresses the cases of 55 complainants.

 ● Mass detentions at a peaceful rally on 23 June 2018. Protesters stood in support of tu-
ition-free education. In total, approx. 100 people were detained in Almaty, approx. 80 
people in Astana, more than 20 people in Shymkent, and several people in other cities and 
towns (Kaskelen, Kyzylorda, Pavlodar). This report addresses the cases of 21 complainants.

4 https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1549569151855938
5 http://prokuror.gov.kz/rus/novosti/press-releasy/o-priznanii-dvizheniya-dvk-ekstremistskim

https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1549569151855938
http://prokuror.gov.kz/rus/novosti/press-releasy/o-priznanii-dvizheniya-dvk-ekstremistskim
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 ● Detentions on 6 July 2018 in order to prevent a protest action. Activists had planned a 
rally in support of a credit amnesty. In total, approx. 50 people were detained (mainly 
in Astana), as well as several people in Almaty and Shymkent. Our report includes the 
cases of 3 complainants.

 ● Detentions of 17–18 September 2018 in order to prevent activists from meeting with the 
delegation of the European Parliament. In total, the cases of at least 5 detainees in Astana 
and 2 detainees in Almaty are known. This report addresses the cases of 4 complainants.

 ● The interrogation and transfer to the police station of people who were walking with blue 
balloons or blue ribbons, as the authorities consider this a demonstration of support for 
the DCK. The police forced people to burst the balloons, as well as drawing up proto-
cols on the confiscation of the blue balloons and blue ribbons. We obtained information 
about several dozen people who have been victims of such actions by the police. This 
report addresses the cases of 12 complainants.

 ● Other cases of detention and interrogations in order to hand “explanatory note” on crimi-
nal liability for supporting the DCK. This report has examined the cases of 12 complainants.

 ● Criminal prosecution for participating in the DCK chats on social networks. Users of so-
cial networks write about social problems, corruption and human rights violations, and 
investigators regard these comments as agitating for the DCK, “discrediting the govern-
ment” and “destabilising the situation in society”. In total, more than 30 cases of criminal 
prosecution for supporting the DCK are known, and this number is growing. This report 
has examined the cases of 20 complainants.

The methods law enforcement agencies use in pursuing DCK supporters

The police detained peaceful protesters and dragged them along the asphalt.

Elderly people, children with their parents, journalists, and random passers-
by were brought to the police station. The detainees were not allowed 
to contact their counsels. Law enforcement officers took phones from 
the detainees and checked their correspondence on social networks.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.10 May 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.
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In many cases, the detainees were held at the police stations until late at night, they were fin-
gerprinted. The police recorded the numbers of their documents, their family members’ per-
sonal data, addresses of residence, and IMEI codes of telephones, which indicates the possible 
creation of something along the lines of a list of “politically unreliable” citizens.

Several people accused of supporting the DCK —  in particular Ablovas Dzhumayev, Muratbek 
Tungishbayev, Almat Zhumagulov, Kenzhebek Abishev and Aset Nurzhaubay —  were subjected 
to torture, pressure, and ill-treatment in the detention facility. Investigators demanded that they 

“plead guilty”. The DCK activist Ardak Ashim became a victim of punitive psychiatry.

How law enforcement agencies monitor “political obedience”

The basis for detention, interrogation or criminal prosecution is criticism of the authorities and 
support of opposition ideas. Interrogations at police stations have nothing to do with adminis-
trative or criminal proceedings.

During interrogations, detainees are asked what their political 
beliefs are, whether they support the DCK, have read the 
DCK manifesto, or support President Nazarbayev.

Law enforcement officers forced the detainees to write declarations in which they would “re-
nounce their political convictions”, “refuse to take part in rallies”, and “support the policy of 
President Nazarbayev”.

A Kazakhstan court sentenced Bakiza Khalelova to a year of restriction of freedom for partic-
ipating in a peaceful rally, and also banned her from writing comments “aimed at discrediting 
the activities of the authorities” on social networks.

Thus, at the moment, the main function of Kazakhstan’s law enforcement agencies is not the 
protection of the rule of law, but rather the protection of the political regime. “Negative assess-
ment of the current government” and “political disobedience” are considered a criminal offence 
in the decisions of the investigating bodies and the courts.

How authorities are conducting a smear campaign against human rights 
defenders and members of international observation missions

The international community has reacted to numerous incidents of political persecution in 
connection with the ban on the DCK. In response, the Kazakhstani regime makes isolated con-
cessions in the cases of individual political prisoners. Still, at the same time, the regime wants 
to “save face”, and, therefore, forces the accused and their family members to “repent” publicly 
and support the position of the authorities.

This happened in the cases of torture victims Aset Nurzhaubay and Muratbek Tungishbayev. 
Nurzhaubay, his mother, and Tungishbayev’s wife, Mira Kaliyeva, made public statements (Nur-
zhaubay read a text out loud, while Mira Kaliyeva spoke looking at the paper with the text). Fol-
lowing the “repentance”, Nurzhaubay received a suspended sentence. The trial of Tungishbayev 
is still pending.
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The statements by Nurzhaubay and Tungishbayev’s wife have many common theses that mir-
ror the rhetoric of the state propaganda. According to their statements, they “understood” that 
Ablyazov was “creating for himself the image of an opposition politician before the European 
community” by “presenting them as political prisoners”. They also said that there was “no ben-
efit” in human rights organisations and international observers who are allegedly “controlled 
by Ablyazov”.

It is noteworthy that within the framework of the “deal with the investigation bodies”, the au-
thorities demand that the accused pronounce defamatory information regarding human rights 
defenders. The purpose of these actions is obvious: to signal to others that human rights de-
fenders and international support “will not help” them.

Who is responsible for the policy of mass persecution of supporters of 
the opposition movement

The desperate steps taken by the authorities in the form of fighting human rights defenders and 
members of observation missions can be explained by the desire to stop initiatives to promote 
international sanctions for human rights violations.

In different regions of Kazakhstan, mass detentions and criminal 
prosecutions in DCK cases were carried out with to the same 
formula. Law enforcement agencies acted synchronously: 
the same violations were recorded in all cities.

Ordinary employees often told activists that they were only “carrying out orders”. Representa-
tives of the National Security Committee, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Prosecutor’s Office, 
and the Local Police Services participated in the detentions and interrogations.

This suggests that the aforementioned actions are being coordinated at the political level by 
high-ranking state officials: Minister of Internal Affairs Kalmukhanbet Kasymov, General Prose-
cutor Kairat Kozhamzharov, and Chairman of the National Security Committee Karim Masimov. 
In doing so, they are carrying out the instructions of the President and report to him. According 
to Kasimov, “We will work as ordered.”  6

This report documents numerous incidents of violation. We emphasise the need for the per-
sonal responsibility of those who suppress freedom of assembly and association, freedom of 
opinion, freedom of dissemination of information, and the right to a fair trial and protection 
from torture in Kazakhstan.

6 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-mvd-kalmukhanbet-kasymov/29543779.html

https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-mvd-kalmukhanbet-kasymov/29543779.html
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L A RG E-SC A LE  A R B ITR A RY 
D ETE NTI O N S  O F  PA RTI CI PA NT S 
I N  PE AC E FU L  A S S E M B LI E S : 
C H RO N O LO GY  O F  E V E NT S

2.1. The rally against torture and political 
persecution held on 10 May 2018

On 10 May 2018, DCK activists initiated a peaceful rally demanding that political prisoners be 
released and torture be ceased in Kazakhstan.

Previously, mass protests in Kazakhstan had been triggered by social problems (poor working 
conditions for oil workers, the law on the sale of land, the liquidation of independent trade 
unions). As regards the rally of 10 May 2018, it was initially based on political demands and be-
came one of the biggest mass protests in Kazakhstan in the last 7–8 years.

The protest was timed to coincide with the visit of a European Parliament delegation headed 
by Iveta Grigule-Pēterse to Kazakhstan  7. Activists intended to draw the attention of European 
parliamentarians to human rights violations in the country.

Unfortunately, none of the EU delegation representatives came out to the protesters (although 
in Astana, there were mass detentions of people near the EU mission building). These facts 
were not discussed during the public talks of the EU delegation with the Kazakhstani authori-
ties. With regard to this, more than 300 representatives of Kazakhstani civil society expressed 
their regret in letter to EU bodies  8.

The authorities of Kazakhstan brutally dispersed the large-scale peaceful protest of 10 May 2018  9.

7 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dcas/activities/inter-parliamentary
8 https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/obrashenie_v_evroparlament_v_zashitu_uchastnikov_mitingov/
9 For a video recording of the detentions of 10 May 2018 in Astana and Almaty, visit https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ecz1xK0jH1g; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ics8mLlKeXI

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dcas/activities/inter-parliamentary
https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/obrashenie_v_evroparlament_v_zashitu_uchastnikov_mitingov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecz1xK0jH1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecz1xK0jH1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ics8mLlKeXI
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On 10 May 2018, the police detained, among others, the following persons:

 ● Aktau: Murat Akmyrzaev, Bibaysha Batyrkhanova, Bazargul Shagirbayeva.
 ● Aktobe: Berik Nogayev, Berik Orazov.
 ● Almaty: Aset Abishev, Dina Aymanova, Sabyrzhan Aldiyar, Rinad Altynbayev, Adilkhan Bai-

ysbayev, Ilyas Dautov, Gayni Yerimbetova, Myrzakhan Yerimbetov, Asel Zhakhina, Zhanat 
Zhakhin, Alua Zhugunisova, Bakhtiyar Iliyev, Arman Karabalin, Sabyrzhan Kasenov, Erasyl 
Konkanchinov, Gulzhanat Nukibayeva, Almas Toleu, Rasul Turumbayev, Zhumagul Shakiyeva.

 ● Astana: Vadim Akinfeyev, Ayzhan Alimzhanova, Aigul Amanshina, Muratbek Argynbekov, 
Damir Beisembayev, Asemkul Zhiyenaliyeva, Talgat Karimov, Orys Mamyrbay, Kaiyrly 
Omar, Timur Polatov, Dana Rakhmet, Zaure Sagidoldina, Toleke Seidakhmetov, Yerik 
Sekumbayev, Abduali Tagay, Pakizat Talasbayeva, Tursunkul Tubekova, Arman Turakha-
nov, Elvira Eskarayeva.

 ● Pavlodar: Evgeniy Kravets.
 ● Semey: Erlan Akhmetov, Farit Ishmukhametov, Valeriy Kulmametiev, Aset Madiyev, Ar-

man Shymyrbayev.
 ● Uralsk: Bakiza Khalelova.
 ● Ust-Kamenogorsk: Naziba Mubarakova, Balzhan Rakhmetkaliyeva, Gabdula Temerbekov, 

Erbol Shakerov.
 ● Shymkent: Murat Baidauletov, Nurzhon Mukhammedov, Kairat Sultanbek, Kidyrali 

Tulegenov.

2.2. The rally in support of free education held 
on 23 June 2018

The DCK announced protest actions scheduled for 23 June 2018; they were to be held in order 
to demand the provision of free education. This time, the authorities concentrated large forces 
of law enforcement bodies in the places where the rallies were planned.

That day, people did not hold posters and did not chant slogans. Despite this, the police rudely 
detained all those who were in the squares where the rallies had been scheduled  10. Among the 
detainees, there were many young people under the age of 35.

10 The video recording of the detentions of 23 June 2018 in Astana and Almaty —  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FeqGRJ_8Wdk

10 May 2018. Astana. Photo: Madi Bekmaganbetov, 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FeqGRJ_8Wdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FeqGRJ_8Wdk
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In addition, 6 journalists were detained in Ural-
sk, which can be regarded as an attempt by the 
authorities to prevent coverage of the day’s 
events.

On 23 June 2013, the police detained, among 
others, the following persons:

 ● Almaty: Gulnar Aldabekova, Zhandos 
Alimkulov, Bolat Imashev, Meirbek Is-
lamov, Alisher Nurlybayev, Altai Nurpe-
isov, Bolat Ospanov, Abaybek Sultanov, 
Oleg Khalidullin.

 ● Astana: Askarbek Baigeldinov, Nurzhan 
Damenov, Zhansulu Kasymkyzy, Kairat 
Rustimov, Nursulu Khamzina.

 ● Karaganda Province: Margulan 
Kenzhegarin.

 ● Kaskelen: Rosa Kumakova.
 ● Kyzylorda: Zhanat Akhmetova.
 ● Pavlodar: Evgeniy Kravets.
 ● Shymkent: Gulzada Atemova, Murat 

Baidauletov, Davlyatbek Nasyrov.

2.3. Preventive detentions carried out on 6 July 
2018 in order to prevent a protest

On 6 July 2018, in Kazakhstan, festive events 
were planned in order to celebrate the Day 
of the Capital (celebrated on the birthday 
of President Nazarbayev). Mukhtar Ablyazov 
urged the supporters of DCK to go to the 
streets on that day in order to protest and 
demand a credit amnesty for mortgage and 
consumer loans.

Security measures were significantly strength-
ened that day in Almaty and Astana. The Asta-
na police called on persons under 16 years of 
age to “refrain from attending the concert”. The 
areas where the celebrations were held were 
fenced off. People were allowed to go there 
only after a personal search. A large number 
of law enforcement employees were brought 
onto the streets.

23 June 2018. Astana. Photo: Madi Bekmaganbetov, 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Mariya Gordeyeva, 
Reuters.

6 July 2018. Almaty. Photo: Ayan Kalmurat, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty.



2. LARGE-SCALE ARBITRARY DETENTIONS OF PARTICIPANTS IN PEACEFUL ASSEMBLIES: CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 13

Police detained activists at the exit from houses or in the streets  11. They were detained in police 
stations and thus prevented from attending festive events.

On 6 July 2018, the police detained, among others, the following persons:

 ● Astana: Kairat Rustimov, Maygul Sadykova.
 ● Shymkent: Davlyatbek Nasyrov.

2.4. Detentions carried out from 17 to 18 September 
2018 aimed at preventing activists from meeting 
with the delegation of the European Parliament

In the period between 17–19.09.2018, the European Parliament 
delegation was visiting Kazakhstan again; this time it was head-
ed by Christian Preda. The DCK urged its supporters to come 
to the EU representative office building in Astana on 17 Sep-
tember 2018. That day, several dozen policemen were standing 
there, stopping people and checking their documents. Several 
people, including a journalist for Radio Liberty, were detained  12.

On 18 September 2018, in one of the hotels 
in Almaty, the delegation of the European 
Parliament met with representatives of the civil 
society. Near the hotel, the police detained 
several people who were on their way to the 
meeting with European parliamentarians  13.

Among those detained on 17–18 September 2018 were the fol-
lowing persons:

 ● Almaty, 17 September 2018: Damir Beisembayev.
 ● Almaty, 18 September 2018: Bakhtiyar Iliyev, Baglan Kumarbekov, and Galiya Ospanova, 

whom the police tried to detain, but ultimately was released.

The delegation of the European Parliament made a statement on the results of the mission. The 
delegation noted that, at meetings with the authorities, the issues of human rights violations, 
political persecution and torture in Kazakhstan were discussed. Also, the members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament expressed particular concern about the detention of persons who had tried 
to meet with the delegation  14.

11 The video recording of the detentions of 6 July 2018 in Astana —  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y 5F_Fi3Hiro
12 Video material presenting the moment of detention of journalist Svetlana Glushkova in Astana, 17 September 2018: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yytx8BuGp_I
13 Video material presenting the detentions of 18 September 2018 in Almaty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_

slgFnji0MI; https://twitter.com/AnaGomesMEP/status/1042032224399511552
14 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/153280/5-draft%20press%20statement%20KAZ%20(1).pdf

18 September 2018. Almaty. An 
attempt to detain Galiya Ospanova, 
who was heading for a meeting 
with MEPs. Photo: MEP Ana Gomes’ 
page on Twitter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5F_Fi3Hiro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yytx8BuGp_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_slgFnji0MI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_slgFnji0MI
https://twitter.com/AnaGomesMEP/status/1042032224399511552
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/153280/5-draft press statement KAZ (1).pdf
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2.5. The authorities are persecuting people 
for wearing blue clothes and carrying blue 
balloons, as they consider it a demonstration of 
support for the DCK

At all the aforementioned rallies, cases were recorded in which the basis for detention was the 
fact that the person was wearing blue clothes, or was holding blue ribbons or blue balloons. 
The authorities attribute these things to supporting the DCK, as blue is the colour of the DCK 
symbols. For example, on 10 May 2018, Erasyl Konkanchinov and Ilyas Dautov were detained 
because the police noticed their blue t-shirts.

Similar attention of the authorities to the blue colour began on 21 March 2018–22 March 2018 (Nau-
ryz holiday in Kazakhstan). That day, Mukhtar Ablyazov urged the supporters of the DCK to partic-
ipate in a special action, namely, to take to the streets with blue balloons during the celebrations.

In response, the police was stopping families who were walking with blue balloons, and then 
recording their personal data from their documents and demanding that “the balloons be re-
moved”. The same incidents happened during the holidays between 1 May 2018 and 9 May 2018. 
At the same time, the balloons either weren’t decorated with any symbols or were decorated 
just with the flag of Kazakhstan.

In response to people’s indignation, the policemen said: “This is an order. It’s forbidden,” or “We are 
carrying out operational activities for persons with blue balloons.” In some cases, the police chased 
people who refused to deflate the balloons.

One of the videos recorded a situation in which a policeman took two blue bal-
loons from a small child, leaving the child with only one orange and one blue  15.

In the period between 21 March 2018 and 9 May 2018, people were interrogated and summoned 
or transferred to the police station due to the fact that they had been carrying blue balloons. 
In particular, this concerned the following people:

 ● Aktobe: Berik Orazov.
 ● Almaty: Sakhib Zhanabayeva, Said Kamalbekov.
 ● Astana: Madina Almaganbetova, Kairat Rustimov, Zhanat Surabaldiyeva.
 ● Atyrau: Guldana Kakenova.
 ● Karaganda: Makhabbat Ospanova.
 ● Kokshetau: Dinara Galyamshina, Nurgul Tleulina.
 ● Shymkent: Murat Baidauletov, Kairat Sultanbek.

In the police stations, physical evidence seizure protocols 
were drawn up; they indicated how many blue balloons and 
ribbons were “handed over voluntarily” by the detainees.

15 Video material presenting the actions of policemen who persecuted people walking around with blue ballons: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prtjcnmzgMs; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucG1ynh0CGM; https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=MODpPW7eZHw; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C 8m_KQHo7bc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prtjcnmzgMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucG1ynh0CGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MODpPW7eZHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MODpPW7eZHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8m_KQHo7bc
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This procedure was accompanied by creating 
photographic evidence of the items seized. 
Subsequently, the seized balloons and ribbons 
were used in court as physical evidence.

In addition, on 17 September 2018, near the EU 
representative office in Astana, the police stopped 
and checked documents of people wearing white 
clothes. The reason was that the day before, the 
DCK had announced the action called “hand to 
hand”: people in white clothes (a symbol of pu-
rity and openness) should address members of 
the delegation of the European Parliament with 
the problem of political prisoners. The police de-
tained several people in white clothes.

2.6. Interrogations with the aim of giving 
“explanatory note” on criminal liability 
for supporting the DCK

In almost all the aforementioned cases, the detainees were given “explanatory note on the 
consequences, stipulated in the law”. This document warns its addressee of criminal liability for 

“supporting” and expressing “positive endorsement” of the ideas of the DCK, as well as partici-
pation in the rallies of the DCK.

In addition to the detentions during the rallies, several people were taken to police stations on 
other days so that they could be handed “explanatory note”; namely:

 ● Almaty: Suyundyk Aldabergenov.
 ● Atyrau: Alibek Musauly.
 ● Kyzylorda: Zhandos Amangeldiyev, Serikkul Musainova.
 ● Mangistau Province: Ergali Baidakov.
 ● Uralsk: Aigul Mashayeva, Askar Shaigumarov.
 ● Ust-Kamenogorsk: Zhanat Tasylbaeva.
 ● Shymkent: Asylkhan Yersultanov.

In these cases, the grounds for the transfer or summons to the police were posts published on 
social media. The activists were ordered to cease criticising the authorities on social networks 
and mentioning the DCK.

In addition, in Almaty, policemen arrived at the places of residence of human rights activists 
in order to hand them “explanatory note”. In particular, this concerned the following people:

 ● Almaty: human rights defenders Bakhytzhan Toregozhina and Galym Aleleuov and ac-
tivist Zhasaral Kuanyshalin.

Police officers are verifying IDs of people who are 
walking with blue balloons. Photo: OSCEKZ channel 
on Youtube.
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PE RS ECUTI O N  O F  PE AC E FU L 
PROTE S TE RS :  G ROS S 
V I O L ATI O N S  BY  L AW-
E N FO RC E M E NT  B O D I E S

3.1. Mass violations during detentions  
and arrests

А) Dispersal of peaceful protesters using 
excessive brute force.

The police stormed the ranks of protesters, dragged per-
sons, one by one, out of the crowd, twisted their arms and 
roughly pushed them into police buses. Peaceful protest-
ers were held by their arms and legs and dragged, partially 
across asphalt.

 ● 10 May 2018: Talgat Karimov and Tursunkul Tubekova 
reported that during their detention they were beaten, 
causing bruises on their arms, shoulders and legs. Ac-
cording to Aigul Amanshina, one of the detained men 
could not stand on his feet, which could have been a 
consequence of the beating.

 ● 23 June 2018: Zhansulu Kasymkyzy saw how law enforce-
ment officers were beating and kicking a man. She was 
traveling with this man in a prisoner van and noticed 
that his lip was split and he felt unwell.

10 May 2018. Almaty. Photo: 
Dmitriy Karateyev.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: 
Dmitriy Karateyev.

23 June 2018. Astana. Photo: 
Madi Bekmaganbetov, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty.
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B) Passers-by and those criticising the actions of policemen have been 
subjected to detentions.

Passers-by who were declaring that they had nothing to do with the rally (in particular, Murat 
Akmyrzayev, Dina Aimanova, Ilyas Dautov, Elvira Eskarayeva, Pakizat Talasbayeva) were detained. 

The police told Tursunkul Tubekova, “Once you were caught 
on that square, you must be a participant in the rally.” The 
police demanded from Rinad Altynbayev “not to sit here 
on the bench” and pushed him into the prisoner van.

Adilkhan Baiysbayev was detained after he expressed outrage at the rude actions of the policemen.

People who were video recording the developments on their phones were subjected to deten-
tion (for example, Zhansulu Kasymkyzy). Bolat Ospanov was pushed to the ground. One of the 
policemen sat on top of him and tried to pull a phone out of his pocket; previously, the phone 
had been used by Bolat to video record actions of the policemen.

C) The police refused to give their names, show their identity cards or 
give the reason for detention.

During the detention, Berik Nogayev was told, “It is not allowed to explain anything.” As soon as 
Meirbek Islamov demanded from the policeman that the latter show his identity card, he was 
immediately seized and pushed into the prisoner van.

In addition, the policemen received commands from unknown people in civilian clothes (pre-
sumably, employees of special services). Bolat Imashev and Oleg Khalidullin noted that they had 
been detained on the order of people in civilian clothes wearing T-shirts and shorts.

The police pushed so many people into prison vans that it was difficult to breathe inside. The 
people were taken to police stations.

10 May 2018. Almaty. The detainees were pushed 
into crowded police vans. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.

23 June 2018. Almaty. The detainees were pushed 
into crowded police vans. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.
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D) Detentions of minors and the elderly

 ● 10 May 2018: Adilkhan Baiysbayev, Dina Aimanova, Bakhtiyar Iliyev and Arman Karabalin 
reported that, in Almaty, a woman with a child of 10–12 years of age was transferred to 
the police station; the child was very frightened. Erasyl Kokanchinov reported that his 
13-year-old sister Asem Konkanchinova had been detained.

Arman Turakhanov and Dana Rakhmet reported about the detention of minors in Astana.

Zaure Sagidoldina and Talgat Karimov reported that the 5-year-old 
son of one of the detainees was left outside the door of the police 
station. Only 20 minutes after the insistent demands of the boy’s 
father did the police let the child in, still crying and frightened.

Erbol Shakerov and Naziba Mubarakova reported that in Ust-Kamenogorsk, a mother 
was brought to the police with a 15-year-old girl, for whom an ambulance was called.

 ● 23 June 2018: in Almaty, Gulnar Aldabekova was detained along with her minor daugh-
ter who was crying and hungry. While Zhanat Akhmetova was being held in the police 
station in Kyzylorda, her children (aged 8 and 10) were forced to wait for two hours in 
the street in hot weather.

 ● 6 July 2018: Maygul Sadykova reported that there were three underage children with 
parents in the police station.

Elderly people, namely: Tursunkul Tubekova and Oleg Khalidullin (aged 72), Gayni Yerimbetova 
and Myrzakhan Yerimbetov (aged 69), Davlyatbek Nasyrov (aged 67), Murat Akmyrzayev (aged 
66), Gabdula Temerbekov (aged 65), Naziba Mubarakova (aged 62), Bibaysha Batyrkhanova 

10 May 2018. Almaty. Photo: Mariya Gordeyeva, Reuters.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.

10 May 2018. Uralsk. The detention of 79-year-old 
Maya Lukyanova. Photo: Uralskaya Nedelya.
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(aged 62), Nadezhda Nemirovich (aged 59), Kaiyrly Omar and Bakiza Khalelova (aged 58) were 
also subjected to detention.

E) Long detention in police stations until late at night

 ● 10 May 2018: in Astana and Almaty, detainees were held in the police stations for 8–12 
hours and in other cities for about 2–3 
hours. In Astana, people were held in 
the police stations until midnight, sub-
sequently, they were taken to the ad-
ministrative court, after which they 
were interrogated again. For example, 
Asemkul Zhiyenaliyeva was interrogat-
ed until 3:00 a. m., Aizhan Alimzhanova 
until 4:00 a. m., Erik Sekumbayev until 
5:00 a. m., Zaure Sagidoldina until 6:30 
a. m., and Orys Mamirbai until 7:00 a. m.

 ● 23 June 2018: in Almaty and Astana, the 
detainees spent approx. 6–7 hours in 
the police stations, and in other cities 
approx. 3–4 hours. Abaibek Sultanov was held in the police station for 7 hours, Askarbek 
Baigeldinov for 6 hours, and Alisher Nurlybayev for 5 hours.

Meirbek Islamov stated that he had been brought to the Medeu Police Department 
of Almaty, but in that department, they announced that there was no space for new 
detainees. After that, he was taken to another police station.

 ● 6 July 2018: Maigul Sadykova and several other detainees were not allowed to leave the 
police station for 5 hours, until 1:00 a. m.

 ● 18 September 2018: Baglan Kumarbekov was held in the police station from 6:00 p. m. un-
til 1:00 a. m.

In many cases, detainees were kept for several hours 
in stuffy rooms without food or water. 

This was reported by Murat Akmyrzayev, Bibaysha Batyrkhanova, Berik Orazov, Sabyrzhan Aldiyar 
and Alua Zhugunisova. Some people were not allowed to use the toilet. For example, the police of-
ficers said to Adilkhan Baiysbayev and Dina Aimanova: “It is not allowed, you have to exercise patience.”

F) Deprivation of the right to a counsel and a phone call to relatives.

In all cities, the detainees were not allowed to inform their relatives and friends about their 
whereabouts. Gulzada Atemova reported that her phone had been seized as early as in the 
prisoner van, so that she wouldn’t be able to phone her relatives. Abaibek Sultanov wasn’t al-
lowed to make a phone call to find out the whereabouts of his 12-year-old daughter, who had 
been with him before the detention.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.
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Almost in all cases, the detainees were not allowed to contact their counsels. For exam-
ple, Pakizat Talasbayeva was told by the policemen that without a counsel, she would 

“leave the police station earlier”, and with her counsel, her “status as a witness would be 
changed to the status of the accused”. Vadim Akinfeyev was granted a counsel in re-
sponse to his insistent demands, but this is an isolated case.

G) Detainees were interrogated 
about their political views.

In most cases, interrogations were recorded 
on a video camera. The detainees were asked 
the following questions: Do you support the DCK 
and why? Are you a member of the DCK? Have you 
subscribed to DCK groups in social networks? Do 
you know DCK activists? Do you exchange cor-
respondence with Mukhtar Ablyazov? Why did 
you attend the rally? Are you going to continue 
to support the DCK?

Erasyl Kokanchinov was asked by the police 
the following question: Do you want to be put 
behind bars because of Ablyazov? 

Alisher Nurlybayev was asked: Do you support the ideas 
of the DCK to overthrow the authorities in the Republic of 
Kazakhstan? Suyundyk Aldabergenov was asked whether he 
was clicking the “Like” button under DCK posts. Pakistan 
Talasbayeva was ordered to answer what her opinion of President 
Nazarbayev was and whether she had read his messages.

Baghlan Kumarbekov was asked if he supported the DCK, and why he was going to a meeting 
with members of the European Parliament on 18 September 2018. He noted that the investigator had 
thrown a book of Kazakhstani legislation at him.

After Bakhtiyar Iliyev refused to take part in the interrogation, the investigator threatened to 
“hand him over to the NSC officers”. Kairat Sultanbek was intimidated during the interrogation and 
was told that they make sure that he “will not be able to have children”. Zhandos Alimkulov was 
“advised” to “repent” and leave the DCK groups on social networks.

H) In the police stations, they 
checked the correspondence 
of detainees and deleted video 
recordings from their phones.

Law enforcement officers seized phones from 
detainees and verified their contents. They 
were looking at the content of posts pub-
lished and checked whether a person had 

10 May 2018. Astana. Photo: Madi Bekmaganbetov, 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.
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subscribed to DCK groups on social networks. Zhandos Alimkulov stated that in the police 
station, two people in civilian clothes snatched the phone from his hands and began to read 
his correspondence.

In most cases, no seizure protocols were pro-
duced (or they were produced only after the 
content of the phone had been checked). In 
many cases, the phones were seized for a 
long time (the policemen did so in the case of 
Sabyrzhan Aldiyar, Alua Zhugunisova, Abduali 
Tagay, Vadim Akinfeyev and Erik Sekumbayev).

Whenever the activists managed to video re-
cord the moments of detention, the policemen removed these videos. This happened in par-
ticular with Erasyl Kokanchinov, Alua Zhugunisova, Gulzada Atemova, Evgeniy Kravets and 
Davlyatbek Nasyrov. During the detention of Arman Karabalin, his camera was destroyed and 
the memory card was taken out.

I) Taking fingerprints, collecting personal data and refusing to issue 
documents confirming detention

The detainees were photographed in full face and in profile against the police lineup wall. The 
policemen took their fingerprints and recorded their addresses, work places and IMEI codes of 
their phones. The exception was the events of 10 May 2018 in Almaty, when policemen failed 
to take fingerprints, as most of the detainees refused to undergo this procedure.

Many detainees were forced to write “explana-
tory statements” about “their position regarding 
the DCK” (Adilkhan Baiysbayev, Almas Toleu, Al-
ibek Musauly). Serikkul Musainov was forced to 
write a statement “on the refusal to take part in 
protest actions and rallies”, as well as an appeal 
to the Ministry of Information with a request “to 
protect her from Mukhtar Ablyazov”. On 10 May 
2018, in Astana, all the persons brought to the 
police stations were forced to sign a statement 
on non-disclosure of information.

In the police stations, the detainees were forced to sign an “explanatory note” on criminal lia-
bility for supporting the DCK.

Most of the detainees were not handed any documents 
regarding detention, search, or interrogation. In response 
to the relevant demands of Yerasyl Kokanchinov, the 
policemen asked: “When did you get to be so wise?”

On 23 June 2018, only in some cases, due to insistent demands, activists managed to obtain 
protocols for the seizure of their phones (for example, Altai Nurpeisov, Zhansulu Kasymkyzy, 
Kairat Rustimov).

10 May 2018. Astana. Photo: Madi Bekmaganbetov, 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

10 May 2018. Uralsk. The detention of 79-year-old 
Maya Lukyanova. Photo: Uralskaya Nedelya.
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J) Administrative arrests and fines for participation in peaceful 
assemblies

Some activists were transferred from police stations to administrative courts. The authorities accused 
them of “violating the law on the order of holding peaceful assemblies” (Article 488 of the Adminis-
trative Code). In Astana, several people were brought to responsibility for “disobeying the demand 
of a person participating in the maintenance of public order” (Article 443 of the Administrative Code).

On 10 May 2018, in Astana, Almaty and Aktau, administrative court trials were held late at night 
(for example, in the case of Bazargul Shagirbayeva at around 10:00 p. m., in the case of Aizhan 
Alimzhanova at around 11:00 p. m., and in the case of Orys Mamyrbai at around 3:00 a. m.).

The trials were held quickly and in the absence of counsels. The defendants were not given the 
opportunity to fully express their position.

The court sentences in the form of administrative arrests were handed down with regard to the 
following persons:

 ● 10 days of arrest: Margulan Kenzhegarin, Erik Sekumbayev.
 ● 7 days of arrest: Balzhan Rakhmetkaliyeva, Erbol Shakerov.
 ● 5 days of arrest: Sabyrzhan Kasenov.
 ● 3 days of arrest: Evgeniy Kravets, Arman Shymyrbayev, Erlan Akhmetov, Aset Madiyev, 

Valeriy Kulmametiev.
 ● 1 day of arrest: Berik Orazov.

Many activists were ordered to pay administrative fines:

 ● 48,100 tenge (112 euros) —  Asemkul Zhiyenaliyeva, Aizhan Alimzhanova, Murat Akmyr-
zayev, Orys Mamyrbai, Bakiza Khalelova, Gabdula Temerbekov, Nadezhda Nemirovich, 
Naziba Mubarakova, Bazargul Shagirbayeva.

 ● 36,500 tenge (85 euros) —  Bibaysha Batyrkhanova.
 ● 33,670 tenge (78 euros) —  Tursunkul Tubekova, Myrzakhan Yerimbetov.
 ● 28,860 tenge (67 euros) —  Talgat Karimov.
 ● 24,050 tenge (56 euros) —  Zaure Sagidoldina.
 ● 12,025 tenge (28 euros) —  Vadim Akinfeyev, Arman Turakhanov, Abduali Tagay.
 ● 6,012 tenge (14 euros) —  Aigul Amanshina, Elvira Eskarayeva.

10 May 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev. 23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.
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K) Detentions and threats before rallies in order to prevent activists from 
participating in protest actions.

It was a commonplace situation for activists to be transferred to police stations several days or 
several hours before the rally, where they were threatened with prison terms for participating 
in the rally. Some activists were detained immediately on their own doorsteps.

 ● Before the rally of 10 May 2013, Tursun-
bek Kalybekov, Asem Kypshakbayeva, 
and Kaiyrly Omar were detained.

 ● Before the rally of 23 June 2013, Mar-
gulan Kenzhegarin, Abaibek Sultan-
ov, Zhanat Akhmetova were detained. 
Zhanat Akhmetova’s car was stopped, 
after which she was escorted to the po-
lice station to “check traffic violations”.

 ● Before the rally of 6 July 2013, Kairat 
Rustimov, Davlyatbek Nasyrov, Maigul Sadykova were detained. Davlyatbek Nasyrov 
was met by police officers near the house and told that he “cannot go to the square”; 
subsequently, he was taken by them to the police station.

Many people who were detained during one of the rallies were subsequently summoned for interro-
gation (for example, Rasul Turumbayev, Tursunkul Tubekova, Gulzhanat Nukibayeva, Arman Shymyrba-
yev, Kidyrali Tulegenov, Nurzhon Mukhammedov, Altai Nurpeisov, Bolat Imashev, Davlyatbek Nasyrov).

On 17 September 2018, Damir Beisembayev was detained after a policeman recognised him as 
an activist who had been taken to the police station previously, i. e., on 10 May 2018.

Below we name some law enforcement officers who participated in the detentions and inter-
rogations (the names cited are the names by which the police officers presented themselves, 
or those remembered by the detainees):

 ● On 10 May 2018, Aktau: Galymzhan Taniyev, A. Kubegenov; Almaty: Mr. Narimanov, Mr. Olz-
habayev, Almas Makashev, Zholdasbek Almashov; Astana: N. Tleuberdi, A. Ilyas, A. Aigali-
yev, A. Ryspayev, Azamat Sadykov, Ashim Berdibekov; Semey: R. Sungatov; Ust-Kame-
nogorsk: Aidin Bukhatov; Shymkent: Bakhytzhan Tulebayev.

 ● On 23 May 2018, Almaty: Bauyrzhan Sadakin, Kenesary Bagbanov, R. Koshkinbayev; Asta-
na: Azatzhan Tursinpulatov, Bakhytzhan Meirzhan, Kazbek Kerembetov, E. Slyambekov; 
Shymkent: Akarys Zholbarys.

 ● On 7 July 2018, Astana: Timur Estemesov, Rakhat Baisakalov, Dias Rakhimzhanov, Alan Seytkazin.

 ● On 18 September 2018, Almaty: Marat Kozhabayev, Saken Kusainov, Medet Rasilbai.

23 June 2018. Uralsk. The detention of Azattyk Radio 
journalist Sanat Urnaliyev. Photo: Raul Uporov.
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3.2. Additional methods of exerting pressure on 
activists: surveillance, threats to relatives, 
attempts to dismiss from work, restrictions on 
leaving the country

During the interrogations, the detainees were 
asked to indicate the data of their family mem-
bers, including children (Murat Akmyrzayev, Al-
mas Toleu, Asem Kipshakbayeva).

Davlyatbek Nasyrov and 
Zhumagul Shakiyeva noticed 
that in the police stations, 
there were files of their family 
members lying on the tables.

Cases of law enforcement officers coming to 
an activist’s family members, requesting their 
contact details and exerting pressure on them 
(this happened with the families of Erkin Kaziyev, Abdurakhman Imash, Murat Baidauletov, Valeriy 
Kulmametiev, Denis Putiyenko, Nursulu Khamzina, Abuzar Khamzin) have become commonplace.

The human rights defenders Bakhytzhan Toregozhina and Galym Ageleuov were visited by po-
licemen at home and handed an “explanatory note” on criminal liability for the support of the 
DCK. The basis for this act was their posts published on Facebook. In response, the human rights 
activists stressed that they expressed their position on social networks and supported those per-
secuted for political reasons, and therefore, should not be prosecuted for human rights activities.

During the interrogations, Dilnar Insenova and Dana 
Rakhmet received threats that their children “may not 
graduate” from educational institutions. The university 
administration informed Dilnar Insenova’s daughter that the 
KNB officers “requested that her mother be shut up”.

The family members of Nurgul Tleulinova, Muratbek Argynbekov, Margulan Kenzhegarin, Berik 
Bazarov, Kairat Sultanbek, and Evgeniy Kravets were threatened with dismissal from work if the 
activists didn’t stop publishing posts and supporting the DCK. Bekzhan Akhmetov lost his job. 
The management informed him that they had received a phone call “either from the Akimat  16, 
or from the NSC” with a demand that he be dismissed as an “extremist”.

Nurzhon Mukhammedov learned that the policemen had demanded that his landlord move his 
family out of the flat, which he did.

Some activists faced migration problems:

16 The local administration.

18 September 2018. Almaty. The detention near the 
hotel, where a meeting of activists with MEPs was 
scheduled. Photo: MEP Ana Gomes’ page on Twitter.
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 ● On 8 September 2018, Maygul Sadykova was not permitted to leave the country in order 
to go to Brussels, where she had human rights meetings planned. She presented her 
passport with the valid Schengen visa, but at the airport she was told that this passport 
was listed on the “lost documents” list. This case was publicised, after which Maygul Sa-
dykova was finally allowed to leave the country and go to the EU.

 ● In September 2018, Dilnar Insenova reported that the bailiffs would not let her go abroad 
under the false pretext of “unpaid fines”.

 ● In the police department, Tajik citizen Nargiza Tukhtasinova was threatened that they 
would do everything in their power to deport her if she kept supporting the DCK.

Many activists noticed that they were being shadowed.

In particular, people in plainclothes came to Murat Akmyrzayev’s, Darkhan Kanapiyanov’s, and Raushan 
Zhubaniyaz’s houses, and asked about them. Nurzhan Sembayev was approached by policemen 
in the street; they handed him an “explanatory note” on criminal liability for supporting the DCK.

Several times, the law enforcement authorities tried to deceive activists into coming to police stations:

 ● In the case of Berik Bazarov, they called him and informed him that he should “pick up 
a parcel”. But when he went out into the street, he was detained by people who identi-
fied themselves as NSC officers.

 ● Madina Almaganbetova agreed to meet with a guy whom she had met on a social net-
work. However, at the agreed meeting place people arrived who introduced themselves 
as law enforcement officers and took her to the police station for questioning.

 ● Law enforcement officers entered the house of Zhasaral Kuanyshalin, introducing them-
selves as persons carrying out a “population census”.

 ● The police demanded that Ergaly Baidakov come to the police station. To file a com-
plaint against their actions, Baidakov came to the prosecutor’s office, but instead, from 
the prosecutor’s office he was taken to the police station, where he was questioned.

In the period 17–18 September 2018, law enforcement bodies resorted to surveillance and deten-
tions in order to prevent activists from meeting with the delegation of the European Parliament.

 ● On 18 September 2018, the police stopped Galiya Ospanova who was heading for the 
meeting with European parliamentarians. She was requested to go to the police station, 
but she was frightened and ran. Several policemen chased after her, after which she fell. 
Baglan Kumarbekov and Bakhtiyar Iliyev who were standing nearby, demanded from the 
policemen not touch Ospanova. As a result, they were detained, and Ospanova was released.

After the European Parliament delegation stood in defence of Ospanova, the Almaty 
police stated that the “suspicious woman” Ospanova had refused to present an ID card, 
after which “she laid down on the ground and began to shout that she felt ill”, and the police 
allegedly “helped her to her feet”  17.

17 http://www.zakon.kz/4937921-v-dvd-almaty-oprovergli-fakt.html

http://www.zakon.kz/4937921-v-dvd-almaty-oprovergli-fakt.html
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 ● On 18 September 2018, law enforcement officers did not let Asel Kopbosynova, the wife 
of the arrested supporter of the DCK, Almat Zhumagulov, out of her flat. Also, near the 
house of the human rights activist Bakhytzhan Toregozhina, police officers were on duty 
from the very morning.

3.3. Detention of people for carrying blue balloons, 
and the seizure of the balloons

In the period 21–22 March 2018, during the fes-
tivities on the occasion of the Nauryz holiday, 
several people walking with blue balloons were 
detained. They were interrogated at police sta-
tions, their personal data were recorded and 
their phones were checked.

 ● Guldana Kakenova was detained along 
with her 5-year-old daughter. Accord-
ing to her, a lot of blue balloons were 
lying on the floor in the police station.

The policemen forced Kairat 
Sultanbek to “deflate the balloons”, 
but then he inflated them again. 
After that, about ten policemen 
began to chase him. In the police 
department, Kairat Sultanbekov 
was told that his actions posed 
“a danger to the state” and 
were “of an extremist nature”.

He was asked to write a statement 
expressing his support for President 
Nazarbayev”. Still, he only agreed 
to write that he was “committed to 
observing the laws”.

Sahib Zhanabayeva (aged 71) 
was approached by employees 
of the akimat, who began to ask 
her as to “where the balloons 
come from”. Shortly after, seven 
policemen arrived; according 
to Zhanabayeva, they pushed 
her against the turnstile and 
dragged her along the asphalt.

On 21-22 March 2018, people walking with blue 
balloons, were put into police buses in Astana. Photo: 
rus.azattyq.org

On 21 March 2018, at the square in Almaty, policemen 
pushed to the ground and twisted the arms of a cyclist 
who was riding with blue balloons. Photo: OSCEKZ 
channel on Youtube.

10 May 2018. Uralsk. The detention of Bakiza 
Khalelova. Photo: Sanat Urnaliyev, Radio Free Europe / 
Radio Liberty.
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In response to the indignation of passers-by, the pensioner was 
released. The doctors discovered bruises on her body.

 ● At the police station, Nurgul Tleulina was ordered to “stop walking with blue balloons”.

A notable case occurred on 7 May 2018 with Said Kamalbekov. When walking with blue balloons, 
he noticed that he was being shadowed. Unknown men in sports suits ran up to him with the 
words “blue balloons are forbidden by the government”. Later, other unknown men pierced his bal-
loons with a wire. All this was video recorded by people in civilian clothes.

At the police stations, the procedure of seizing blue balloons and ribbons was carried out, which 
was recorded on the camera:

 ● On 7 May 2018: Sabyrzhan Kasenov was given a protocol for the seizure of a mobile 
phone and a blue baseball cap with the inscription “DCK”. As a result of the search of 
Azat Ibrayev’s car, blue balloons, ribbons, and a photo of political prisoner Mukhtar Dz-
hakishev were confiscated from him.

On 10 May 2018: The police seized 25 blue balloons and 200 
blue bows from Dana Rakhmet. With respect to Maygul 
Sadykova, a seizure protocol was drawn up, according to which 
she “voluntarily passed three blue balloons to the police”.

Kazakhstani courts issue sentences against activists on cases connected with carrying blue 
balloons:

 ● On 26 September 2018, in Uralsk, the court sentenced Bakiza Khalelova to one year of 
restriction of freedom with a ban on writing social networks posts “aimed at discrediting 
the activities of the authorities”.

Material evidence in the case are: her phone, a blue 
balloon and three Kazakhstani flags  18.

 ● In the court sentence of 30 May 2018, the East Kazakhstan Regional Court noted that 
Nadezhda Nemirovich was a participant in a rally, as she took a blue balloon from the 
protesters, “inflated it and held it in her hand”.

 ● Nargiza Tukhtasinova reported that on 10 May 2018, the administrative court sentenced 
her to a fine of 36,075 tenge (86 euros) for “going out with balloons on 9 May 2018”.

18 http://bit.ly/2D9ZifH
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4

CRIMINAL PROSECUTION FOR 
“DISCREDITING THE AUTHORITIES” 
AND SUPPORTING THE DCK

4.1. Court sentence: 3 years in prison for supporting 
the DCK

Ablovas Dzhumayev

City: Aktau

Charges:

 ● “Inciting social discord” (part 1, Art. 174 of the CC).
 ● “Propaganda or public calls to seize or retain power” (part 

1, Art. 179 of the CC).

The investigation accused Dzhumayev of 
“subscribing to the pages of the DCK and Ablyazov” on social networks, 
“reading the DCK programme” and “calling for participation in rallies”. 

Dzhumayev stressed that he had been talking on social networks about low wages as well as 
the lack of drinking water and bad roads in his village.

As evidence, the investigation provided screenshots of Dzhumayev’s correspondence in 
the DCK group on Telegram, as well as DCK leaflets that were allegedly found in his car. 
Dzhumayev’s wife notes that the leaflets were planted by the police. During the search, Dz-
humayev was not allowed to watch all the actions of the police, because they surrounded 
him. It is noteworthy that the leaflet “found” in Dzhumayev’s car used the wording of the 
Criminal Code: “go out to overthrow the government”. This indicates a high probability of the 
leaflets having been fabricated.

Ablovas Dzhumayev. Photo from 
the personal archive.
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Psychological pressure in the pre-trial detention centre

On 10 May 2018, Ablovas Dzhumayev and his wife Aigul Akberdiyeva were detained at the ven-
ue of a protest against torture and political persecution. Since 11 May 2018, Dzhumayev has re-
mained in the pre-trial detention centre in Aktau. According to Dzhumayev, an officer of the 
NSC suggested that he “confess” that the DCK leaflets “had been found on the street” and also 
said: “It doesn’t matter if you want to or not —  confess anyway. The case is lost.” 

Dzhumayev’s elderly sick father was brought to him in the detention 
centre, where he said: “Son, confess. They say that nothing good 
will come of your resistance. They say that tomorrow something 
might happen to you and then they will bring your body.”  19

Trial

The Aktau City Court considered the case in a short time. Five hearings were held during one 
month. The trial was open to the public, but journalists were forbidden to take photos and vid-
eos —  under the pretext that “here we decide the man’s fate”.

On 14 August 2018, the сourt hearing was visited by observers from the Italian Federation for 
Human Rights and a journalist with the journalist agency France Press  20. Judge Aralbai Nagashi-
bayev said that he was postponing the meeting, since Dzhumayev had “not [been] brought from 
the detention centre”. However, Dzhumayev said that in fact on that day he was taken to the 
court, and then, without explanation, he was taken back to detention.

Dzhumayev asked for the court proceedings to be held in Russian, which would facilitate the 
work of international observers. Yet the judge refused. During the trial, interpretation to Russian 
was provided, but, according to lawyers, it was of poor quality  21.

At one of the sessions, the judge told the persons present in the room to stand up and asked 
them questions: “What is your name?”, “Who do you represent?”, “What is your relation with the 
defendant?”, “What can you say about the case?”, etc. Several people told Dzhumayev’s wife 
that after attending the court hearings, they were called to the police station or to the NSC. 
There, they were ordered to stop going to the court and threatened with criminal prosecution. 
In September, the number of those present at the trial decreased significantly.

The court refused to summon an officer of the NSC (who participated in Dzhumayev’s case) for 
questioning. Observers noted that the judge often allowed himself to be rude to the lawyers, 
and once, on 27 August 2018, he even used obscene language.

On 18 September 2018, Dzhumayev reported the death of 
his father. The defendant felt ill and asked to postpone the 
trial. Judge Aralbai Nagashibayev refused, saying: “Aren’t 

19 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/aktau-sud-ablovas-dzhumayev-poslednee-slovo/29497654.html
20 https://eurasianet.org/messaging-app-goes-on-trial-in-kazakhstan
21 https://www.facebook.com/toregozhina/posts/2057063827639525?__tn__= –R

https://rus.azattyq.org/a/aktau-sud-ablovas-dzhumayev-poslednee-slovo/29497654.html
https://eurasianet.org/messaging-app-goes-on-trial-in-kazakhstan
https://www.facebook.com/toregozhina/posts/2057063827639525?__tn__=-R
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you the one responsible for this situation?”  22

This further confirms the accusatory inclination of the court, used as revenge on the activist for 
his civil position. Such psychological pressure can be regarded as a form of torture.

On 20 September 2018, the court sentenced Dzhumayev to 3 years in prison.

Dzhumayev’s wife, Aigul Akberdiyeva, was also charged with “calls for the seizure of power” (part 
2, Art. 179 of the CC). They have four minor children. According to Akberdiyeva, the investigator 
Usen Unalbekov told her: “We will lock your husband and you up. And we will send your children to 
the orphanage.”  23

The details of Aigul Akberdiyeva’s case are presented in section 4.4 of this complaint.

4.2. Activists who stay in pre-trial detention centres 
pending conviction

Muratbek Tungishbayev

City: Almaty

Charges:

 ● “Providing information services to a criminal group” —  
the DCK (part 1, Art. 266 of the CC).

 ● “Participation in the activities of an organisation after 
its recognition as extremist” (part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

The investigation accused Tungishbayev 
of “encouraging the radicalisation 
of network users and systematically provoking a discussion of 
sensitive topics in support of the extremist movement DCK”. 

He is charged with publishing videos of “speeches by M. Ablyazov that discredit the Head of State, 
his family members and the current government of Kazakhstan”.

Opposition blogger Muratbek Tungishbayev prepared videos about human rights violations 
and corruption in Kazakhstan. Some of his materials dealt with the persecution of the DCK 
activists.

22 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/29496105.html
23 https://www.facebook.com/aigul.kazakhstan.1/posts/162616671303468?__tn__= –R

Muratbek Tungishbayev. Photo 
from the personal archive

https://www.facebook.com/aigul.kazakhstan.1/posts/162616671303468?__tn__=-R
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Illegal extradition to Kazakhstan

From 10 May to 26 June 2018, Tungishbayev remained under extradition arrest in Kyrgyzstan. 
The Ombudsman of Kyrgyzstan  24 and international human rights organisations  25 stated the po-
litical motivation of Tungishbayev’s case. However, this information was ignored. Kazakhstan 
managed to illegally extradite Tungishbaev.

On 25 June 2018, the Kyrgyz court authorised his extradition. Immediately after that, on the 
night between 26 and 27 June 2018, he was taken from Bishkek without informing his lawyers 
and relatives. The authorities of Kyrgyzstan did not wait for his appeal and for the end of the 
procedure for the consideration of Tungishbayev’s application for asylum  26. In fact, this incident 
can be regarded as the abduction of an asylum seeker by the Kyrgyz special services cooper-
ating with Kazakhstani authorities.

Kazakhstan violated the extradition guarantee

Kyrgyzstan authorised Tungishbayev’s extradition only under Article 405 of the CC (“participa-
tion in the activities of an organisation after its recognition as extremist”). Another charge, under 
Article 266 of the CC (“providing information services to a criminal group”) is not recognised as a 
crime in Kyrgyzstan. However, the Kazakhstani authorities, grossly violating the extradition guar-
antees, are prosecuting Tungishbayev on both charges —  under Articles 405 and 266 of the CC  27.

Moreover, according to the lawyer, the Kazakhstani prosecutor’s office sent a request to the 
Kyrgyz prosecutor’s office for additional, more serious charges against Tungishbayev for “com-
plicity with terrorism or extremism” (part 1, Art. 258 of the CC). This article provides for 5 to 9 
years in prison.

Ill-treatment in the pre-trial detention centre

Upon arrival in Kazakhstan, Tungishbayev was put in a detention centre in Almaty. According 
to the lawyer, the investigator told Tungishbayev that he could be released under house arrest 
only in exchange for “confessions”  28.

Lawyers say that no investigative actions are actually being carried out. In the meantime, Tungish-
bayev is being held in the detention centre, which is leading to a critical deterioration in his health.

Previously, before his arrest, Tungishbayev underwent eye surgery. Doctors diagnosed him with 
thrombosis of the central retinal vein due to excessive blood pressure. In the detention centre, 
Tungishbayev repeatedly reported vision impairment and pain, but the Kazakhstani authorities 
ignored him. On 22 August 2018, Tungishbayev’s wife, Mira Kaliyeva, said that he went blind in 
his left eye.

24 http://www.ombudsman.kg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=539&catid=18&lang=ru&Itemid=330
25 http://bit.ly/2DjQZhg
26 http://bit.ly/2Q4AKaH
27 https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1453152834830904
28 https://www.facebook.com/tore.mukha/posts/1883714755000144

http://www.ombudsman.kg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=539&catid=18&lang=ru&Itemid=330
https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1453152834830904
https://www.facebook.com/tore.mukha/posts/1883714755000144
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On 24 August and 20 September 2018, Tungishbayev underwent eye surgery. A few days af-
ter the surgery, he was taken back to the detention centre despite the need for rehabilitation 
procedures.

Doctors stress the need for his urgent hospitalisation. 
In the detention centre, due to the lack of proper 
medical care, he risks completely losing his sight. 

Such treatment of a prisoner is considered torture.

On 10 August 2018, the head of the detention centre, Ruslan Dzhunusov, refused a member of 
the human rights mission of the Italian Federation for Human Rights in a meeting with Tung-
ishbayev. Dzhunusov said that “foreign citizens from unclear missions are not allowed access to pris-
oners”. When asked to state the reasons for the refusal, the head of the detention centre rudely 
answered: “Who are you? A doctor?”

Tungishbayev’s wife seems to have decided to “cooperate with the 
investigators”

On 11 October, 2018, Kazakhstan’s propaganda media distributed a video recording of Mira Ka-
liyeva, Tungishbayev’s wife. During the conversation, she looked at the paper with the message 
written on it  29. Kaliyeva’s statements may indicate that she “cooperated with the investigation”. 
Moreover, her speech included numerous theses previously read out by Aset Nurzhaubay, who 
was accused of supporting the DCK, after which he was given a suspended sentence (for more 
details on this case, see section 4.3 of this complaint).

Mira Kaliyeva said that her husband suffered “because of Ablyazov’s ambitions and the fact that 
he wanted to build his own image as an opposition politician”. Kaliyeva also said that “there is no 
help” from human rights defenders and international human rights missions and that they are 

“controlled by Ablyazov” and “present Tungishbayev as a political prisoner”. Tungishbayev’s wife 
“warned everyone (…) not to support Ablyazov’s policy”.

Considering the practices of Kazakhstani investigative bodies, there is every reason to 
believe that the authorities forced Kaliyeva to “cooperate” and also used her to discredit 
human rights defenders. After this speech, Mira Kaliyeva ceased to publicly cover Tung-
ishbayev’s case.

29 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=Aq6U_CtsnpU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=Aq6U_CtsnpU
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Almat Zhumagulov and Kenzhebek Abishev

City: Almaty

Charges against Almat Zhumagulov:

 ● “Propaganda of terrorism” (part 2, Art. 256 of the CC).
 ● “Inciting national discord” (part 1, Art. 174 of the CC).

Charge against Kenzhebek Abishev:

 ● “Propaganda of terrorism” (part 2, Art. 256 of the CC).

Almat Zhumagulov is an activist of the DCK. Kenzhebek Abishev is a poet and blogger who says 
he does not support the DCK.

Zhumagulov and Abishev are accused of, from August to November 
2017, “distributing leaflets in support of the DCK programmes” with 
the aim of “destabilising the situation in the society as well as creating 
a socio-psychological atmosphere of public anxiety, forming a 
negative image of the current government and provoking a protest 
mood among the citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan”.

In addition, Zhumagulov and Abishev were accused of preparing a video message calling for 
jihad —  yet none of them is present in the video. Moreover, three people who actually filmed 
the video remain at large. Zhumagulov and Abishev became victims of events that have signs 
of a provocation of the Kazakhstani special services. The purpose of the provocation is to cat-
egorise the opposition as terrorists. Also, the investigation reported the presence of audio re-
cordings in which Zhumagulov and Abishev allegedly “called for violent actions”.

Since the end of November 2017, Zhumagulov and Abishev remain in the pre-trial detention 
centre in Almaty. Together with them, Oralbek Omyrov, one of the persons who prepared the 
video message calling for jihad, was arrested. Kazakhstani activists have reason to believe that 
Omyrov, a former prisoner, could have been introduced into the ranks of the DCK activists to 
prepare the provocation.

Pressure and ill-treatment in the detention centre

In the detention centre, investigators demanded that Abishev and Zhumagulov 
sign incriminating statements and dismiss their lawyers. They were threatened 
that “something could happen” to their families. Investigators demanded that Abi-
shev “give an interview or write a post on Facebook” against Mukhtar Ablyazov.

From December 2017 to January 2018, Zhumagulov and Abishev were held in cold cells in un-
sanitary conditions.

Zhumagulov reported that he had a stomach ulcer and kidney problems during his stay in 
the detention centre. Abishev has been diagnosed with ischemia, intercostal neuralgia and 

Kenzhebek Abishev and Almat 
Zhumagulov. Photo: Kazis 
Toguzbaev, Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty.
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hypertension. In the detention centre, he felt that the pain in the heart area exacerbated several 
times. He was refused hospitalisation. Attorney Gulnara Zhuaspayeva managed to open a crim-
inal case concerning torture used against Abishev, but the case was closed by the authorities.

Both Zhumagulov and Abishev have minor children. Abishev is the only breadwinner in the 
family and his wife has an oncological disease. Despite this, the court refuses to change the 
measure of restraint to one that would not include detention.

Meeting with representatives of the human rights mission

In April 2018, member of the Polish Sejm, Marcin Święcicki, and President of the Italian Federa-
tion for Human Rights, Antonio Stango, obtained permission to visit Zhumagulov and Abishev 
in the detention centre. At the meeting, the detainees reported the fabricated nature of the 
charges and stressed that they were being persecuted for peaceful criticism of the authorities.

At the meeting with the lawyer in this case, Deputy Minister of the Interior, Rashid Zhakupov, 
said: “Why should domestic affairs be made public beyond the country?”  30

Trial

On 26 September 2018, Almalinsky District Court of Almaty began to consider this case. Earlier, 
the judge of this court, K. Imankulov, refused to consider it, referring to the presence of “infor-
mation about state secrets” in the case to which he did not have access. Yet the judges soon 
declared that the “secret documents” were “not relevant” to this case.

The court is open to the public, yet journalists are forbidden to record voice and video or take pho-
tographs. The defendants complain that they remain hungry during court sessions. In the detention 
centre, they don’t get enough food, and, during trials, the escorts forbid them to accept food from 
relatives. Zhumagulov and Abishev told the court about the deterioration of health and the rude 
attitude of the guards. On 8 October 2018, ambulance took Kenzhebek Abishev from the court to 
a hospital. The prosecutor claimed that, according to the decision of the medical board, Abishev 
“can be kept in custody”. Court trials are still continuing.

Aset Abishev

City: Almaty

Charges:

 ● “Providing information services to a criminal group” —  
the DCK (part 1, Art. 266 of the CC).

 ● “Participation in the activities of an organisation after 
its recognition as extremist” (part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

30 https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1391865294292992?comment_id=1391868580959330

Aset Abishev. Photo: Attorney 
Gulnara Zhuaspayeva’s page on 
Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1391865294292992?comment_id=1391868580959330
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Aset Abishev was accused of publishing posts on Facebook in 
support of the DCK that “discredit the Head of State, members 
of his family and the current government of Kazakhstan”. 

According to the investigation, Abishev “formed a negative image” of the authorities and “provoked 
a protest mood among the citizens”. “It was A. Abishev’s responsibility to provide information services 
(…) in order to secure the organised group led by M. Ablyazov,” says the charge sheet.

Aset Abishev himself stressed that he expressed the opinion that it was necessary to increase 
wages and improve the conditions of study in schools and that he did not consider this to be 
extremism  31.

Inadequate conditions in the pre-trial detention centre

Since July 2018, Aset Abishev has been detained. He stated that before the beginning of the 
court hearing, he was transferred to a small cold cell, where he was kept in inhumane and un-
hygienic conditions.

Trial

On 26 September 2018, Almalinsky District Court of Almaty began to consider his case. The 
court has been declared open to the public, yet journalists are forbidden to record voice and 
video or take photographs.

4.3. Suspended sentences for support of the DCK

Aset Nurzhaubay

City: Almaty

Charges:

 ● “Providing information services to a criminal group” —  
the DCK (part 1, Art. 266 of the CC).

 ● “Participation in the activities of an organisation after 
its recognition as extremist” (part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

 ● “Fraud” (part 1, Art. 190 of the CC).

Nurzhaubay was accused of having written the phrase “Shal 
ket” (“Old man, leave”) and “Alga DVK” (“Go, DCK”) at several 

31 https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/diskreditirovat_vlast_nelzya/

Aset Nurzhaubay. Photo: Kazis 
Toguzbaev, Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty.

https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/diskreditirovat_vlast_nelzya/
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bus stops. He also put up a poster on the street with the same inscriptions. Subsequently, the 
police seized a poster and some paint used for drawing from Nurzhaubay.

According to the prosecution, Nurzhaubay “participated in the DCK 
groups on social networks”, “called for protests” and “tried to involve the 
largest [possible] number of citizens in his activities”. The investigators 
called these actions “a grave criminal offence against public order”.

In June 2018, Nurzhaubay was additionally charged with “fraud” in connection with events of 
2016–2017. The victim in this case is the spouse of a policeman. According to Nurzhaubay, he 
had a conflict with this policeman. Nurzhaubay stressed that the prosecutor prompted the vic-
tim to speak at the interrogation in court.

Torture in the detention centre

Nurzhaubay was arrested in April 2018. 

Nurzhaubay said that on 28 July 2018, in the pre-trial 
detention centre, law enforcement officers had wrung 
his arm and hit him several times on the kidneys.

Doctors noticed a bruise on Nurzhaubay’s right shoulder. He was asked to give “confessions”. 
According to Nurzhaubay, officers of the NSC promised to “close the case” if he made a “video 
message to people” with the statement that allegedly “Mukhtar Ablyazov promised to pay him 
and them deceived him”  32.

In addition, the investigator threatened to imprison his mother. As a sign of protest, Nurzhau-
bay cut his veins.

Nurzhaubay filed a complaint of torture. As a result, a criminal case was initiated. However, it 
was opened under Art. 362 of the CC (“excess of power or official authority”) instead of Art. 146 
of the CC (“torture”).

In August 2018, Swiss MPs Carlo Sommaruga and Claude Béglé sent a request to meet with Aset 
Nurzhaubay within the framework of the human rights mission, but the Kazakhstani authorities 
refused them. A similar refusal was also received by the Italian parliamentarian Roberto Rampi 
and members of the mission of the Italian Federation for Human Rights.

Trial

The case was considered by the Medeu District Court of Almaty. In the courtroom, it was possible 
to take photos and video. The main witness for the prosecution, who spoke about Nurzhaubay’s 
participation in the DCK, did not appear in court. Nurzhaubay pointed out the contradictions in 
the testimony of the witness and demanded to question them in court, but this never happened.

At the court hearing, the prosecutor sought Nurzhaubay’s answer to 

32 https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10212417353651357

https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10212417353651357
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the question: “does he refute the idea of the DCK”. The defendant 
replied that he wanted an increase in salaries and pensions.

The defendant read a text of “repentance”.

On 27 September 2018, Nurzhaubay pleaded not guilty and drew the court’s attention to the 
fact that he had been subjected to torture. However, in a few days, on 2 October 2018, the de-
fendant read a statement of “repentance”. Most of the text was devoted not to Nurzhaubay’s 
case itself —  it served as an appeal to the international community and defended the position 
of the Kazakhstani authorities.

Nurzhaubay stated: “While being here, I understood that… in Kazakhstan, no one is being persecuted 
for political reasons. Everyone is punished for acts committed. … Pseudo-defenders come to Kazakh-
stan to show people like me and then report back to Ablyazov.” The defendant called Ablyazov’s 
promises “false and empty” and stated that Ablyazov “is trying to justify himself before the Eu-
ropean community”.

Nurzhaubay read the words that repeat verbatim the 
theses of the Kazakhstani state propaganda.

Therefore, with high probability it can be argued that he agreed to read a document that had 
been prepared for him. Nurzhaubay stated that he had “no complaints against law enforcement 
officers”. The exact same phrase was publicly used by his mother, Galiya Ospanova, a few days 
earlier. On 18 September 2018, the police did not allow her to meet with the delegation of the 
European Parliament, and, in response to criticism of the European parliamentarians  33, the Ka-
zakhstani authorities appealed to the fact that Ospanova had “no complaints”.

The prosecutor requested to sentence Nurzhaubai to 6 years in prison. However, after the read-
ing of the “repentance”, the court sentenced Nurzhaubai to 4 years of probation.

Azat Ibrayev and Arman Alakayev

City: Kostanay

Charge:

 ● “Participation in the activities of an organ-
isation after its recognition as extremist” 
(part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

Azat Ibrayev and Arman Alakayev 
were accused of conducting 
“propaganda activities in 
support of the DCK”, which was “accompanied 
by” giving “two blue balloons” to police officers. 

33 https://twitter.com/AnaGomesMEP/status/1042032224399511552; http://bit.ly/2DcJ8SW

Azat Ibrayev. 
Photo from 
social networks. Arman Alakayev. Photo: 

Alakayev’s page on 
Facebook.

https://twitter.com/AnaGomesMEP/status/1042032224399511552
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In this way, Ibrayev and Alakayev wanted to celebrate the Day of Defender of the Fatherland.

The investigation notes that on 7 May 2018 they came to the police station, where “each of them 
inflated one blue balloon” and tried to give it to the police. According to the charges, “the police of-
ficer refused to take the blue balloons”, so Alakayev “tied them to the door handle” of the police station. 
Ibrayev and Alakayev filmed their actions and sent the video to the DCK group on social networks.

A few hours later, Ibrayev and Alakayev were detained by police and NSC officers. During a 
search of Ibrayev’s car, officers found blue ribbons and balloons as well as photographs of po-
litical prisoners Mukhtar Dzhakishev and Iskander Yerimbetov  34. At the interrogation, Ibrayev 
was ordered to “confess” that he “received money from Ablyazov”.

During the search, 3 blue balloons and 4 blue 
ribbons were seized from Alakaev. 

His family members were forcibly fingerprinted. In addition, Alakayev was subjected to a psy-
chiatric examination, which recognised him “sane”.

On 19 June 2018, the Court № 2 of the City of Kostanai sentenced Azat Ibrayev to one year of 
restriction of freedom. On 13 July 2018, the same court sentenced Arman Alakayev to one-and-
a-half years of restriction of freedom. The court also prohibited Alakayev from posting informa-
tion and comments “related to the support of the DCK” on the Internet.

Bakiza Khalelova

City: Uralsk

Charge:

 ● “Participation in the activities of the organisation after 
its recognition as extremist” (part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

Bakiza Khalelova was one of the persons detained during a 
peaceful rally on 10 May 2018 dedicated to the issues of tor-
ture and political prisoners (the protest was timed to coincide 
with the visit of the delegation of the European Parliament to 
Kazakhstan). According to the prosecution, after that she “called for a rally in support of the DCK 
and a change of power”, thereby “positively endorsing the ideas of the DCK”.

During the search, three Kazakh flags and a deflated blue balloon were 
seized from Khalelova. They have been attached to the case as evidence.

Khalelova stressed that she spoke about President Nazarbayev’s failure to fulfil his promises 
and about the need to raise salaries and pensions and to solve problems with housing and em-
ployment. She did not consider this a crime  35.

34 http://bit.ly/2Dh1rpO
35 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUrtw4F7ra0&feature=youtu.be

Bakiza Khalelova. Photo: Uralskaya 
Nedelya.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUrtw4F7ra0&feature=youtu.be
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Trial

The Criminal Court of the city of Uralsk began to consider her case on 24 September 
2018, and the sentence was passed on 26 September 2018: one year’s restriction of free-
dom. In addition, the court prohibited Khalelova from “attending actions, protests and 
meetings” and writing comments “aimed at discrediting the activities of the authorities” 
on social networks as well as “participating in events” (social, political and environmen-
tal) that would be “organised by international non-governmental organisations, parties 
and movements”  36.

Farit Ishmukhametov

City: Semey

Charges:

 ● “Participation in the activities of the organisation after 
its recognition as extremist” (part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

According to the charges, Farit 
Ishmukhametov “published a Facebook 
post expressing negative attitude towards 
the current government and therefore 
creating conditions for other social network 
users to comment. Then F. Ishmukhametov 
expressed his dissatisfaction with the 
current government in his comments”.

The case files state that Ishmukhametov “claimed the necessity of calling for the resignation of the 
current government”, “demanded that the social status of the working people be raised” and “expressed 
his approval of DCK’s ideas”.

Farit Ishmukhametov emphasized that he was speaking about the lack of water piping on the 
outskirts of the city where he lives. For the last 12 years, Ishmukhametov has been addressing 
the authorities, speaking about this problem.

On 10 May 2018, Ishmukhametov was detained at the rally against torture and for the release 
of political prisoners. On 19 June 2018, he was interrogated at the police station, the interroga-
tion lasting until 3 a. m.

On 24 October 2018, the court No. 2 of the city of Semey sentenced Ishmukhametov to one 
year’s restriction of liberty and to one hundred hours of compulsory labour.

36 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPq9SzhPp2c&feature=youtu.be

Farit Ishmukhametov. Photo: 
Ishmukhametov’s page on 
Facebook.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPq9SzhPp2c&feature=youtu.be


BE QUIET! OR BE CHARGED WITH EXTREMISM40

Muratbek Argynbekov

City: Akmola Province

Charge:

 ● “Participation in the activities of the organisation after its 
recognition as extremist” (part 2, Art. 405 of the CC).

The indictment states that Muratbek Argynbekov 
“published a brochure with Mukhtar Ablyazov’s 
photographs on Facebook” and “urged to support DCK” while “being well 
aware” that “the country’s population will read the information he published”. 

The investigators claimed that Argynbekov’s Facebook entries show “signs of approving the 
idea of support of DCK’s ideology” as well as “negative assessment of the current government 
and the President of Kazakhstan, N. Nazarbayev”.

On 2 November 2018, the court of the town Akmol, Akmol region, sentenced Argynbekov to 1 
year’s restriction of liberty and to 100 hours of compulsory labour.

4.4. Activists under investigation and facing the 
threat of imprisonment

Aigul Akberdiyeva

City: Aktau

Charge:

 ● “Propaganda or public calls to seize or retain power” (Arti-
cle 179, section 2 of the CC).

Aigul Akberdiyeva is being prosecuted in the same case in which 
her husband Ablovas Dzhumayev was sentenced to 3 years’ im-
prisonment. Akberdiyeva is a housewife, the mother of four minor children.

According to the indictment act, Akberdiyeva “became acquainted with 
the manifesto of M. Ablyazov”, after which she “had ideas of a negative 
tendency” and “formed a negative image of the current government”.

The investigators refer to statements by Akberdiyeva, such as: “We should, peacefully, jointly, de-
mand the departure from the post of the shal [old man, Ed.]. … Most likely, the authorities cannot 

Aigul Akberdiyeva. Photo: 
Akberdiyeva’s page on 
Facebook.

Muratbek Argynbekov. 
Photo: Argynbekov’s page on 
Facebook.
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destroy the people, but we must destroy the authorities. The people provide the authorities with work, 
and it is at the expense of the people that they are in power.”

Investigators believe that her appeals “may affect people’s consciousness” and constitute “po-
litical extremism”.

Akberdiyeva and Dzhumayev were detained on 10 May 2018 at the venue of a protest against 
torture and political persecution.

Akberdiyeva stated that in July 2018, fake DCK leaflets with provocative wording had been planted 
in her apartment  37 (the same which were “revealed” in the car of the convicted Ablovas Dzhumayev).

Exerting pressure on family members

Akberdiyeva noted that the investigator demanded that her 16-year-old son come to the police 
station and “write an explanatory note”. In addition, in March 2018, while Akberdiyeva and her 
husband were held at the police station, several police officers came to their apartment where 
underage children were staying unattended. According to Akberdiyeva, the police took the phone 
from her 13-year-old daughter and removed a video recording of a search of their apartment.

On 24 September 2018, the Aktau court began to consider the case of Akberdiyeva. The article 
under which she has been accused provides for a punishment of up to 10 years in prison.

Zhenis Bisengaziyev

City: Aktau

Charges:

 ● “Inciting social discord” (Article 174, section 1 of the CC).
 ● “Propaganda or public calls to seize or retain power” (Arti-

cle 179, section 1 of the CC).

Zhenis Bisengaziyev is being prosecuted in the same case in which Ablovas Dzhumayev was 
sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment.

According to the indictment act, in January 2018 (before the court issued a ruling banning the DCK), Bisen-
gaziyev pasted up DCK leaflets. On 6 March 2017, during a search of his house, the police again found DCK 
leaflets. Bisengaziyev claims that the policemen distracted his wife and planted the leaflets in his apartment.

At the police station, Bisengaziyev was presented a video message in support of the DCK, which 
he had published on social networks. He was repeatedly summoned to the NSC for questioning. 
According to Bisengaziyev, the investigators brought about his dismissal from work by his employer.

Currently, Bisengaziyev is under travel restrictions and is facing arrest.

37 https://www.facebook.com/aigul.kazakhstan.1/videos/140018613563274/

Zhenis Bisengaziyev. Photo 
from social networks.

https://www.facebook.com/aigul.kazakhstan.1/videos/140018613563274/
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Kuandyk Alzhanov (Aktobe), Aman Kasymov (Kokshetau), 
Maygul Sadykova (Astana), Zhanat Tasylbayeva 
(Ust-Kamenogorsk)

Charge:

 ● “Participation in an organisation’s activities 
following its recognition as extremist” (Ar-
ticle 405, section 2 of the CC).

All these individuals have been accused of sup-
porting the DCK on social networks. Their apart-
ments have been searched and their phones and 
laptops seized.

According to the indictment act, Kuandyk Alz-
hanov administered one of the DCK groups on 
Telegram. In this group, according to investigators, 

“the chat participants vigorously support the ideas of the DCK”. 

During the interrogation, the investigator asked Alzhanov: 
“Do you support the ideas of Ablyazov and his DCK 
movement?”, to which he replied: “I support democracy.”

In June 2018, investigators summoned Tasylbayeva to the police station and told her to “record 
a video message against Ablyazov”, but she refused to do so.

At the moment, these persons have the status of witnesses having the right to a defense. During 
the interrogation, Sadykova was threatened that she could quickly be re-categorised from wit-
ness to suspect.

Elena Semenova

City: Pavlodar

Charge:

 ● “Dissemination of false information” (Article 274, section 
2 of the CC).

In April 2018, the prosecutor of Pavlodar informed Semenova 
that her actions “bear signs of participation in the activities of 
an extremist organisation of the DCK”, and also handed her an 
“explanatory note” on criminal liability for these actions.

At the moment, the prosecution of Elena Semenova isn’t formally related to the decision to ban 
the DCK. The case of Semenova is another example of how those who criticise the inaction of 

Maygul 
Sadykova. 
Photo: Sadykova’s 
page on Facebook.

Zhanat Tasylbayeva. 
Photo from social 
networks. 

Elena Semenova. Photo: 
Semenova’s page on Facebook.
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the authorities and attempt to bring about investigations into incidents of torture are them-
selves subjected to unlawful prosecution.

In July 2018, Semenova held a series of meetings with members of the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, where she spoke about numerous incidents of cruel torture of prisoners in Kazakh-
stan. She voiced the information she had received directly from prisoners and their relatives. In 
connection with these statements, which were considered to be ‘false’ by investigators, a crim-
inal case was initiated against Semenova under Article 274, section 2 of the CC.

Interrogations about human rights activities and meetings with MEPs

During interrogations, investigators were interested in which 
MEPs she had met with and what she was telling them.

The investigator also asked Semenova about whether she “contacts” the Open Dialogue Foun-
dation and its President Lyudmyla Kozlovska, as well as about “the purpose” of this contact. 
The investigator said that the statements by Semenova “caused political harm to the country”.

According to the investigators, they had “obtained statements” of 48 prisoners who stated that 
they “had no complaints” and that Semenova “lied about torture”. Since the prisoners are in a 
subordinate position with regard to the prison administration, there is good reason to believe 
that they gave their testimonies under pressure.

During the search, a computer, a telephone, and many documents, including prisoners’ allega-
tions of torture, were seized from Semenova. She is facing 3 years’ imprisonment.

On 17 September 2018, the police detained Semenova on the basis of a statement about “calling 
for an illegal rally” within the framework of an administrative case. The court closed the case, 
citing the lack of proper materials in the case. Still, due to the detention, Semenova could not 
meet with the delegation of the European Parliament.

Human rights activist banned from leaving Kazakhstan

Previously, in the absence of a counsel, Semenova was forced to sign a pledge not to leave the 
country (she wasn’t given a copy of the document). The case of Semenova has gained broad 
international publicity. In response to requests from members of the European Parliament and 
UN bodies, the authorities of Kazakhstan stated that “no pre-trial restrictive measures” have 
been applied in relation to Semenova.

However, on 8 October 2018, Semenova wasn’t allowed to leave Kazakhstan, 
on the basis of a decision of the investigating authorities. Because of this, 
Semenova was unable to go to Strasbourg, where she was supposed to 
participate in the scheduled human rights meetings with PACE members.

On the night of 9 October 2018, someone threw two incendiary bottles into her house, as a re-
sult of which one of the windows of the house burned  38.

38 https://www.facebook.com/groups/171507630234175/permalink/251131932271744/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/171507630234175/permalink/251131932271744/
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4.5. DCK activists facing extradition to Kazakhstan

Zhanara Akhmetova

City: Almaty. Currently, asylum seeker in Ukraine.

Charges:

In 2009, a Kazakhstani court sentenced her to 7 years’ imprison-
ment on charges of fraud. The execution of the court sentence 
was postponed until the time when her child turns 14 years old 
(i. e. until 2021). Zhanara Akhmetova began to actively engage in 
journalism and opposition activities, after which the Kazakhstani 
authorities began shadowing her and exerting pressure on her. 
In June 2017, with no legal grounds, the authorities cancelled 
the postponement of the execution of the court sentence.

Akhmetova arrived in Kyiv, where she intensified her activities within the DCK. Kazakhstan put 
her on the wanted list on the basis of the court verdict of 2009. The counsels emphasise that it 
is illegal, as in such cases, the authorities must first initiate a criminal case on charges of non-ex-
ecution of the sentence, and only then can they declare her “wanted”.

Extradition process and surveillance

In October 2017, Akhmetova was arrested in Ukraine based on an extradition request from Ka-
zakhstan. In November 2017, the court released her from custody, which was made possible 
thanks to the efforts of human rights organisations, counsels, MEPs and the international com-
munity. The trial revealed facts that could indicate cooperation between the Ukrainian and Ka-
zakhstani special services for the purpose of extraditing Akhmetova.

On 5 July 2018, Zhanara Akhmetova reported that unknown persons had tried to kidnap her in 
Kiev. This happened on the eve of a rally in defence of Kazakhstani political prisoners, of which 
Akhmetova was one of the organisers. In Ukraine, the activist often notices that she is being 
shadowed.

The court demands that Akhmetova’s application for asylum be properly 
considered

The Migration Service of Ukraine refused to grant her refugee status. 
However, on 31 July 2018, the Kiev Appellate Court ordered that the 
migration service reconsider the application of Akhmetova. On 17 
September 2018, the Supreme Court of Ukraine confirmed this decision  39.

39 http://www.reyestr.court.gov.ua/Review/76519299

Zhanara Akhmetova. Photo: 
Akhmetova’s page  
on Facebook.
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According to the decisions of the courts, the migration service is obliged to consider Akhmeto-
va’s application for refugee status properly and in full compliance with the law. After that, the 
consideration of the Kazakhstani extradition request will be resumed. If Akhmetova is granted 
asylum, then legislation obliges Ukraine to deny her extradition.

Ardak Ashim

City: Shymkent. Currently, asylum seeker in Ukraine.

Another activist of the DCK is seeking refugee status in Ukraine. 
In her homeland, she was subjected to punitive psychiatry.

Charges:

 ● “Inciting social discord” (Art. 174 of the CC).
 ● “Insulting a representative of the authorities” (Article 

378 of the CC).

Ardak Ashim was accused of publishing posts “negative of the 
authorities” on Facebook. Investigators stated that Ashim had 
written about Mukhtar Ablyazov and President Nazarbayev. According to Ashim, the investigator 
told her: “Why are you trying to start a fight with the Old Man [Perhaps this referred to Nazarbayev, 
ed.]? You are causing harm to society!”  40

Punitive psychiatry

The authorities of Kazakhstan forcibly placed Ardak Ashim in a mental hospital, where she spent 
more than a month. There, Ashim complained of feeling unwell, which, in her opinion, could be 
related to the addition of psychotropic drugs to her food in order to make her appear “insane”. 
On 5 May 2018, under pressure from the international community, the authorities released Ash-
im from the mental hospital.

On 10 May 2018, the Abay District Court of Shymkent ruled that at the time of the crime, Ardak 
Ashim “was in a state of insanity”. On this basis, the court released her from criminal responsibil-
ity and, instead, appointed compulsory outpatient treatment in a mental hospital. In June 2018, 
the court additionally ordered a psychiatric examination.

Ardak Ashim and her daughter Ainura seek asylum in Ukraine

Currently, Ardak Ashim is residing in Ukraine, where she is waiting for a response to her appli-
cation for refugee status from the migration service.

Her daughter Ainura Ashim, an activist of the DCK, also applied for asylum; however, the Ukrainian 
migration service refused to accept it. Officials referred to the fact that in the case of Ainura 

40 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/29137163.html

Ardak Ashim. Photo: Dilara Issa, 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

https://rus.azattyq.org/a/29137163.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/29137163.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/29137163.html
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Ashim “there are no well-founded fears of becoming a victim of per-
secution due to political convictions”. Ainura appealed the decision.

Ainura Ashim was engaged in a public campaign to protect Ar-
dak Ashim. Ainura contacted human rights organisations, par-
ticipated in court proceedings and went to interrogations with 
investigators. During interrogations, Ainura was threatened with 
criminal prosecution for having publicised her mother’s case. 
She was phoned by NSC officers who, using threats, demanded 
that she stop communicating with human rights organisations.

Ainura publicly participates in DCK actions and monitors in-
cidents of persecution of DCK activists. In this regard, she is 
threatened with criminal prosecution in Kazakhstan.

Recently, Ainura Ashim’s right to reside in Ukraine was extended until December 2018.

Evgeniy Kravets

City: Pavlodar. Currently residing in Ukraine.

Charge:

 ● “Participation in an organisation’s activities following 
its recognition as extremist” (Article 405, section 2 of 
the CC)

DCK activist Yevgeniy Kravets was detained and arrested in the 
Kazakh city of Pavlodar for participating in meetings of 10 May 
2018 and 23 June 2018. He recorded video material in support 
of the DCK, for which he faced criminal charges.

Yevgeniy Kravets arrived in Ukraine, where he continued his 
participation in the DCK. In conversation with him, the inves-
tigator “asked” him to return to Kazakhstan. The Kazakhstani 
authorities may begin to seek his extradition.

Ainura Ashim. Photo: Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty.

Evgeniy Kravets. Photo from social 
networks. 
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4.6. Investigators, prosecutors and judges carrying 
out criminal cases initiated for alleged support 
for the DCK

 ● The case of Ablovas Dzhumayev: investigators: Aidos Kadiyev, T. Taimerdenov; prosecutor: 
Amanzhol Aituganov; NSC officers: Kairat Bisenbayev and Yerzhan Bisenbayev;  41 judge: 
Aralbay Nagashibayev (this judge ran the process against the Zhanaozen oil workers in 
2011, when 22 defendants’ allegations of cruel torture were ignored).

 ● The case of Muratbek Tungishbayev: investigator: Almat Kantarbayev.
 ● The case of Almat Zhumagulov and Kenzhebek Abishev: investigator: T. Erzhanov; prosecu-

tor: Dauren Bulgimbayev; judge: Kuanysh Aripov.
 ● The case of Aset Abishev: investigator: Aidar Sagatbekov; prosecutor: Altynai Buranbayeva; 

judge: Bolatbek Zagiyev.
 ● The case of Aset Nurzhaubay: investigator: Baurzhan Bakhytuly; prosecutor: Zhanibek Ma-

mytov; judge: Ulan Kishibai.
 ● The case of Azat Ibrayev and Arman Alakayev: investigators: G. Yesengaliyeva, Zh. Kara-

bekova, Zh. Zhunusova, A. Suinkin; prosecutor: E. Kuanyshev; judges: S. Mukhambetov, 
A. Kabenov.

 ● The case of Bakiza Khalelova: investigator: Baurzhan Doskaliyev, prosecutor: Serik Uryn-
galiyev, judge: Kairat Uteshev.

 ● Farit Ishmukhametov’s case: investigator: Zhasulan Okapov; prosecutors: Zh. Zhumagulov 
and F. Kali; judge: O. Nesypkhanova.

 ● The case of Aigul Akberdiyeva: investigators: Nursultan Dzhambayev, Usen Unalbekov; 
prosecutor: Yermek Nurbergenov; judge Malik Kenzhaliyev.

 ● The case of Zhenis Bisengaziyev: investigator: E. Taizhanov.
 ● The case of Kuandyk Alzhanov: investigator: M. Kumakbayeva; prosecutor: M. Makhashev.
 ● The case of Muratbek Argynbekov: investigator: M. Amanbayev.
 ● The case of Zhanat Tasylbayeva: investigator: T. Elikov.
 ● The case of Elena Semenova: investigator: N. Belispayev; judge: R. Mukatayev.
 ● The case of Ardak Ashim: investigator: Bakytzhan Syzdykov; prosecutor: Arman Otegen-

ov; judge: Kanat Myltykbayev.
 ● The court’s decision of 13 March 2018, on recognising the DCK an “extremist” organisation and 

banning its activities in Kazakhstan: General Prosecutor of Kazakhstan Kairat Kozhamzharov; 
prosecutor B. Mizanbayev; Interior Ministry Officer M. Yeshenov; officer of the National 
Security Committee K. Zhobalayev; judge: R. Mazhitov.

In different regions of Kazakhstan, law enforcement agencies carried out synchronous actions 
during the mass detentions of peaceful protesters and criminal prosecutions of DCK activists. 

“The same handwriting”, and the similarity of approach of rigid 
centralisation in decision-making, confirm that these actions 
have been coordinated at the highest political level.

Therefore, the responsibility for implementing this policy is borne by top officials, in particular:

41 https://www.facebook.com/aigul.kazakhstan.1/posts/171711540393981

https://www.facebook.com/aigul.kazakhstan.1/posts/171711540393981
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 ● Interior Minister Kalmukhanbet Kasymov.
 ● General Prosecutor Kairat Kozhamzharov.
 ● Chairman of the National Security Committee Karim Masimov.
 ● President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev.
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5

I NTE R N ATI O N A L  AG R E E M E NT S 
A N D  PROV I S I O N S  O F  TH E 
I NTE R N A L  LEG I S L ATI O N 
B R E AC H E D  BY  TH E  G OV E R N M E NT 
O F  K A Z A K H S TA N

Violation of the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association

Art. 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights; Art. 21, Art. 22 of the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights; UN Resolution 

“Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the 
Context of Peaceful Protests” 29 June 2018  42; The 
UN Resolution “The right to freedom of peaceful as-
sembly and the right to freedom of association” of 
11 October 2012  43; Collection of OSCE documents 
on human dimension commitments  44; Art. 23, Art. 
32 of the Constitution of Kazakhstan.

 ● The authorities used brute force against 
peaceful protesters who were not in-
clined to act violently. The reason for 
the mass detentions was the mere fact 
that the authorities hadn’t given permits for holding the rallies. These actions constitute 
a disproportionate restriction of the freedom of peaceful assembly.

 ● Kazakhstan’s Law “On the Procedure for Organising and Conducting Peaceful Assem-
blies” provides for the possibility of holding a rally only if local authorities allow it. In al-
most all cases, the authorities reject requests for a rally. 

42 http://undocs.org/A/HRC/38/L.16
43 http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F21 %2F16
44 https://www.osce.org/ru/odihr/elections/77677?download=true

10 May 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.

http://undocs.org/A/HRC/38/L.16
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F21%2F16
https://www.osce.org/ru/odihr/elections/77677?download=true
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For example, in August 2018, the Almaty authorities refused a 
local resident’s request to hold a peaceful rally 40 times. 

In Uralsk, a local resident filed 13 applications for a rally with no success  45. The UN Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly noted that such strict regulation of peaceful 
assemblies in Kazakhstan makes this right completely meaningless  46.

The Kazakhstani court’s decision to ban the DCK does 
not have legal certainty and, in fact, declares any 
dissent and peaceful opposition activities illegal.

Violation of the right to protection from arbitrary detention

Art. 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Art. 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; Collection of OSCE documents on human dimension commitments; Art. 6, Art. 19 of 
the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Internal Affairs Bodies of the Republic of Kazakhstan”; Art 
131, Art. 157, Art. 208 Art. 209 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Kazakhstan; Art. 789 of the Administra-
tive Code of Kazakhstan.

 ● Law enforcement officers dragged peaceful protesters by their arms and legs, beat them, 
and in some cases used choking techniques.

 ● The police officers refused to introduce themselves and name the reason for the deten-
tion. There were no insignia on their uniforms.

Minors, elderly people, journalists, people walking with blue 
balloons and passers-by were taken to the police station.

According to Kazakhstani legislation, the police can only detain individuals who commit 
a criminal or administrative offence.

 ● The detainees were not allowed to make a phone call and inform their relatives about 
their whereabouts.

45 http://bit.ly/2Qe9zKz; http://bit.ly/2DjOLPe
46 http://freeassembly.net/news/statement-kazakhstan-russian/

10 May 2018. Almaty. Photo: Ayan Kalmurat, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

http://freeassembly.net/news/statement-kazakhstan-russian/
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5. INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND PROVISIONS  

OF THE INTERNAL LEGISLATION BREACHED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF KAZAKHSTAN

 ● In many cases, detainees were held at 
police stations for 6 to 12 hours. Ac-
cording to Kazakhstani legislation, in 
the case of an administrative offence, 
detention can last no more than three 
hours. Many detainees were not al-
lowed to eat or use the toilet for sev-
eral hours, which is tantamount to 
ill-treatment.

 ● The order of summoning for interro-
gation was violated. Frequently, ac-
tivists were brought to the police sta-
tions without a summons in order to 
be handed “explanatory note” on crim-
inal liability for supporting the DCK. Ac-
cording to the law, compulsory transfer 
for interrogation can only be carried 
out if the person fail to appear to the 
interrogation indicated in a summons 
which has been sent to him in advance. 
In many cases, interrogations were con-
ducted at night.

 ● The majority of the detainees were not handed documents regarding the detention, 
search, or interrogation.

Violation of the right to privacy of correspondence, to protection from 
interference with personal and family life

Art. 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Art. 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; Art. 18 of the Constitution of Kazakhstan.

 ● Law enforcement officers seized phones from detainees, checked their correspondence 
in social networks and deleted the video footage of the arrests. In most cases, this was 
done without a report (or the report produced was backdated).

 ● The police officers copied the data of the documents, the addresses of the detainees 
and their family members, and the IMEI codes of the phones.

 ● Fingerprints were taken from the detainees, although the law provides for the applica-
tion of this procedure only with regard to suspects and persons accused of committing 
a criminal offense, as well as to prisoners.

Law enforcement officers intimidated the detainees, 
threatened their family members, carried out surveillance, 
brought about their dismissal from work.

23 June 2018. Almaty. Photo: Dmitriy Karateyev.
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Violation of children’s rights

Art. 2, Art. 12, Art. 13, Art. 15, Art. 37 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

 ● Along with the detainees, their frightened minor children were also brought to the po-
lice stations. In some cases, children were separated from their parents for some time.

Law enforcement officers exerted pressure on the children of activists, and 
addressed the management of the educational institutions that they attend.

 ● Aigul Akberdiyeva, who was accused of supporting the DCK, stated that while their 
children were alone at home, police officers seized their phone and removed the video 
footage of the search of the apartment from it.

Violation of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and to 
freedom to disseminate information

Art. 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Art. 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; Collection of OSCE documents on human dimension commitments; UN Resolution on 

“Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Context of Peaceful Protests” 29 June 2018; Art. 14, Art. 
20 of the Constitution of Kazakhstan; Art. 20 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On Mass Media”.

 ● Administrative and criminal prosecutions of individuals for supporting the peaceful op-
position movement DCK, and for posts on social networks that “discredit the authorities”.

 ● Journalists who covered peaceful rallies were detained.

 ● The Ministry of Information of Kazakhstan blocks social networks in order to remove 
DCK materials.

Violation of the right to defence, the right to a lawyer, the right to a fair 
trial

Art. 10, Art. 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Art. 2, Art. 14 of the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights; Collection of OSCE documents on human dimension commitments; 
Art. 235 of the Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and 
Kazakhstan; Art. 13, Art. 16 of the Constitution of Kazakhstan.

 ● In almost all cases, detained peaceful protesters were not allowed to seek help from lawyers.

 ● Administrative arrests and fines for participating in peaceful assemblies were imposed 
during short-term trials in the absence of lawyers and often at night.

Criminal defendants find it difficult to obtain adequate legal 
assistance. Often, lawyers, who are threatened and pressured, refuse 
to participate in politically motivated cases. Investigators demand 
that those arrested refuse the assistance of lawyers and plead guilty.



53
5. INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND PROVISIONS  

OF THE INTERNAL LEGISLATION BREACHED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF KAZAKHSTAN

 ● Criminal proceedings in cases of support for the DCK are accusatory in nature. Judges 
ignore incidents of fabrication of evidence, as well as defendants’ statements about the 
use of torture and psychological pressure investigators.

The right to protection from torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment

Art. 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Art. 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment; Clause 22, Clause 24, Clause 25 of the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners; Art. 17 of the Constitution of Kazakhstan.

 ● In the detention facility, Ablovas Dzhumayev, Muratbek Tungishbayev, Almat Zhuma-
gulov, Kenzhebek Abishev, Aset Nurzhaubay were subjected to torture, cruel treatment 
and psychological pressure. Tungishbayev, Abishev, and Zhumagulov have been denied 
appropriate medical care.

 ● DCK activist Ardak Ashim became a victim of punitive psychiatry and spent more than 
a month in a mental hospital from which she was able to be released due to interna-
tional pressure.

23 June 2018. Astana. Photo: 
Madi Bekmaganbetov, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty.
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6

CO N C LU S I O N S  A N D 
R ECO M M E N DATI O N S

The authorities of Kazakhstan, with 78-year-old President Nursultan Nazarbayev at the helm 
(he has been governing the country for almost 30 years), have launched a large-scale campaign 

to curtail civil liberties and neutralise any manifestations of political competition. The Kazakhstani 
authorities fear the democratic changes that have taken place in other countries of the post-
Soviet area: Armenia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine.

Over the past few years, the field for activity by the opposition, trade unions, public and reli-
gious organisations, as well as independent media has been reduced to a minimum in Kazakh-
stan. Only those who are loyal to the government can continue their activities.

Following the ban on the opposition movement “Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan”, opposition 
activity in the country was, de facto, outlawed. Pluralism of opinions, political discussions and 
participation in public life are integral factors in the development of a modern society. 

However, in Kazakhstan, any criticism of the authorities can be 
interpreted as “supporting the DCK” and, accordingly, to be prosecuted 
as “support for an extremist organisation”, “incitement of social 
hatred” or “calls for the overthrow of the constitutional order”.

By attending peaceful rallies, Kazakhstani society is expressing its wishes to the authorities in 
a democratic way. However, instead of a dialogue, the authoritarian regime only demonstrates 
its power, which indicates a crisis of legitimacy of authority in the country.

The last platform for free expression of opinions and dissemination of alternative information 
about what is happening in the country was the Internet and social networks. However, the Ka-
zakhstani authorities took control of this area. The authorities are blocking social networks in 
order to remove DCK materials. 

For reading, sharing and “liking” “prohibited materials” of 
the DCK one can be sentenced to a prison term.

Furthermore, on 25 October 2018, the government of Kazakhstan passed a decree which grants 
the Prosecutor General’s Office, NSC, Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Defence the right to 
block the Internet “in case of potential or actual social, natural or technical emergency”  47..

47 http://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P1800000679

http://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P1800000679
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The international community’s reaction to mass prosecutions connected 
with the DCK ban

The international community criticised the decision to ban the DCK and the related oppres-
sions in Kazakhstan. On 25 April 2018  48, 28 June 2018  49 and 11 October 2018  50, within the 
framework of PACE, three written declarations were issued; they were signed by 29, 22 and 
31 PACE members, respectively. The PACE members called on the Kazakhstani authorities 
to respect freedom of speech and freedom of peaceful assembly, and to cease blocking so-
cial networks. The members also stated that political persecution undermines confidence 
in Kazakhstan’s justice system.

On 12 July 2018, eight members of the European Parliament sent an open letter to President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev. The MEPs condemned the curtailing of civil liberties, especially the free-
dom of speech and peaceful assembly, and pointed to an increase in the number of political 
prisoners in Kazakhstan  51.

Over the past few months, Kazakhstan has been visited by three international human rights 
monitoring missions. Mission members attempted to meet with political prisoners, including 
those who have been imprisoned for supporting the DCK. However, only the first mission by 
Member of the Polish Sejm Marcin Święcicki and human rights activist Antonio Stango (in April 
2018) managed to meet with some political prisoners. The rest of the missions, with the partici-
pation of the Italian Senator Roberto Rampi (June 2018) and the Swiss parliamentarians Claude 
Béglé and Carlo Sommaruga (August 2018), were denied meetings with political prisoners in 
the detention facilities and penal colonies.

Also, in 2018, in particular, in May and September, Kazakhstan was visited by two delegations 
from the European Parliament. Unfortunately, no one from the delegation headed by Iveta 
Grigule-Pēterse reacted to the mass detentions of peaceful protesters near the EU office in 
Astana on 10 May 2018.

Unlike the previous delegation, the delegation headed by Cristian Preda paid serious attention 
to the problems of human rights violations and political persecution in the country  52. On 11 Oc-
tober 2018, when speaking about the results of the mission, Cristian Preda noted that the Ka-
zakhstani authorities “tended not to see the very strong link between foreign affairs and human rights”. 

Member of the delegation, Ana Gomes, labelled the 
developments in Kazakhstan a “dictatorship”: “We need 
more and more to put human rights and individual cases in 
question, so that people that are just going around with blue 
balloons are not identified as subversives or terrorists”  53.

48 http://bit.ly/2DiBjuH
49 http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=25007&lang=en
50 http://bit.ly/2Dd9h3E
51 http://bit.ly/2DjTv7h
52 http://bit.ly/2DcJ8SW; http://bit.ly/2QgdbMb
53 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20181009–1430-COMMITTEE-AFET

http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=25007&lang=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20181009-1430-COMMITTEE-AFET
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The EU allocates money for the reform of justice in Kazakhstan and 
closes its eyes to the lack of results. Kazakhstani authorities use this for 
propaganda purposes

In order to ensure economic stability and investment in the country, it is crucial for the au-
thorities of Kazakhstan to enhance their cooperation with the European Union and Europe-
an countries. To this end, Kazakhstan is pursuing a very hypocritical policy: the authorities 
declare their adherence to democratic standards, while, in fact, they are strengthening the 
authoritarian regime.

The European Union is the largest investment and trading partner of Kazakhstan. Over the past 
27 years, approx. $ 180 billion has been attracted to Kazakhstan from Europe  54.

According to the EU Delegation in Kazakhstan, over the past 23 years, the EU has allocated 180 
million euros to Kazakhstan for the promotion of socio-economic reforms and support for jus-
tice  55. Since 2014, an EU and Council of Europe joint programme named “Supporting Kazakh-
stani authorities in improving the quality and effectiveness of the justice system in Kazakhstan” 
has been operating.

In addition, the EU has allocated 5.5 million euros to finance the project “Improving Criminal 
Justice in Kazakhstan” (EUCJ) —  a three-year project was completed in October 2018  56. The 
aim of the project was to strengthen the rule of law, humanise the justice system in Kazakh-
stan, and reform the criminal process in accordance with international standards. EU project 
manager Bill Mazer has stated that “the project’s objectives were fulfilled”  57. Johannes Sten-
bayek Madsen, the head of the EU cooperation department in Kazakhstan, stressed that “the 
EU delegation is proud to be part of the project”, thanks to which “legal aid centres” have 
been established in the country, “probation reports have been prepared”, and “project man-
agement offices were established in the General Prosecutor’s Office, the Supreme Court and 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs”  58.

It is yet to be known what concrete progress the EU officials 
were speaking of, as, in reality, the Kazakhstani authorities 
do not show positive results on these projects.

In the past few months alone, hundreds of people in Kazakhstan have fallen victim to arbitrary 
detentions with the use of force. Approximately 20 political prisoners are being held in deten-
tion  59. The Kazakhstani authorities refuse to comply with the decisions of the UN bodies regard-
ing the release of political prisoners (in particular, in the cases of Max Bokayev  60 and Mukhtar 
Dzhakishev  61).

54 http://bit.ly/2Q0WeFf
55 https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/evropa_kz_na_razvitie/
56 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=E-2018–001711&language=EN
57 http://bit.ly/2DiLMX4
58 http://bit.ly/2QgkwLM
59 http://tirek.info/dir/wpbdp_category/list01/
60 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session78/A_HRC_WGAD_2017_16.pdf
61 http://bit.ly/2Q2vZhT

https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/evropa_kz_na_razvitie/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=E-2018-001711&language=EN
http://tirek.info/dir/wpbdp_category/list01/


6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 57

There are clearly political articles in Kazakhstan’s Criminal Code (for example, “inciting social 
discord”, “disseminating of knowingly false information”) that do not meet international stan-
dards and make it possible to eliminate dissidents. 

Kazakhstan’s prosecutor’s offices and courts view “political disobedience” 
and “discrediting of the authorities” as criminal offenses.

In police stations, detainees are asked about their political beliefs during questioning.

Kazakhstani courts sentence people to prison terms for criticising the authorities in social net-
works, using, inter alia, the presence of blue balloons and blue ribbons as proof of “extrem-
ist activities”. 99.8 % of court judgments in the country are convictions  62. The defendants are 
deprived of the right to a fair trial and the right to defence. Torture and other ill-treatment is 
commonplace in prisons.

At the same time, during the presentation of the results of the EU project to improve Kazakh-
stan’s justice, representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the prosecutor’s office and the 
Supreme Court stated that thanks to this project, the justice system has been improved, “the best 
foreign practices” have been selected, and “the public’s confidence in the courts has increased”  63.

Given the absence of any improvement in the work of the justice system, it is necessary to audit 
the effectiveness of the funds allocated to Kazakhstan

When the EU allocates money to carry out reforms in 
Kazakhstan, and then closes its eyes to the lack of concrete 
results, this further strengthens the impunity and corruption 
of the authoritarian regime. Thus, Kazakhstan’s civil society 
remains defenceless against the arbitrariness of the state. 

We call for an end to this practice. As stated by Member of the European Parliament‘s Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, Cristian Preda, the EU delegations should not be “groups of friend-
ship”  64. In order not to lose trust, they must take into account the human rights situation and 
discuss these problems.

Joint projects with the EU and groundless approvals from EU officials are used by the authorities 
of Kazakhstan for propaganda purposes. The propaganda-spreading Kazakhstani media create 
the appearance of the EU authorities’ great support for the Kazakhstani authorities. Kazakhstani 
propaganda claimed that the participation of President Nazarbayev in the Asia-Europe Forum 
(ASEM) summit in Brussels “caused a stir among the representatives of the world media”  65.

Respect for democratic freedoms, human rights and the rule of law are the fundamental prin-
ciples on which the internal and external policies of the European Union are based. European 
states should not sacrifice these principles in exchange for economic cooperation with author-
itarian regimes.

62 https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/evropa_kz_na_razvitie/
63 http://bit.ly/2Q5T17D; http://bit.ly/2QgkwLM
64 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20181009–1430-COMMITTEE-AFET
65 http://bit.ly/2Q4lDOz; http://bit.ly/2DjPZKk

https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/evropa_kz_na_razvitie/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20181009-1430-COMMITTEE-AFET
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The Open Dialogue Foundation hereby urges the competent bodies of 
the UN, EU, OSCE, Council of Europe, and governments of democratic 
states to take a firm stand: the provision of financial assistance and the 
development of trade and economic cooperation with Kazakhstan should 
be made dependent on concrete improvements in the situation of the 
freedom of opinion, freedom of assembly and association, and the freedom 
of dissemination of information in the country. On 11 October 2018, 31 PACE 
members called for the suspension of financial assistance to Kazakhstan  66.

Financial and economic cooperation with Kazakhstan, including within the World Bank, the In-
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Organisation for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development, should be carried out in close connection with Kazakhstan’s fulfilment 
of its obligations with regard to respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Kazakhstan must carry out effective justice reform in accordance with international standards 
of fair investigation and trial. Security in the region depends on ensuring these conditions.

We also urge:

the European Commission, the European Parliament, and the 
representations of the EU member states in Kazakhstan:

 ● To express a public stance regarding the incidents of torture and politically motivated 
prosecution in Kazakhstan.

 ● Within the framework of the Partnership Agreement between Kazakhstan and the EU, to 
launch comprehensive monitoring of the conditions of detention of political prisoners 
in Kazakhstan, and to inform the European Parliament and the international community 
about progress in negotiations with the authorities of Kazakhstan aimed at releasing all 
political prisoners and ensuring human rights.

 ● To adopt a resolution on human rights in Kazakhstan, taking into account the latest inci-
dents of torture, politically motivated prosecution and mass illegal detentions.

 ● To demand cessation of politically motivated prosecution, including the prosecution of 
individuals who have signed this complaint.

the OSCE:

 ● To express a public reaction to the detentions and arrests of peaceful protesters in 
Kazakhstan.

 ● Through the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, to react to criminal pros-
ecution for publishing comments on social media, including the criminal cases against 
bloggers and journalists.

66 http://bit.ly/2Dd9h3E
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 ● To render more persistent and effective assistance to Kazakhstan in fulfilling its interna-
tional OSCE commitments in the human dimension.

 ● We support the appeal by Kazakhstani human rights organisations to the OSCE Gener-
al Secretary  67 to step up the work of the OSCE office in Kazakhstan, take a more active 
part in improving the human rights situation, and strengthen the role in monitoring and 
informing the international community about violations of human rights and freedoms 
in Kazakhstan.

United Nations bodies

(including the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and asso-
ciation, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opin-
ion and free expression, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, the 
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
while countering terrorism, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, 
the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, and the UN 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD), as well as independent experts of the UN Com-
mittee against Torture):

 ● To react, within the framework of their mandate, to the incidents of non-compliance by 
Kazakhstan with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the UN Conven-
tion against Torture, and other international human rights treaties ratified by Kazakhstan.

 ● To contribute as much as possible to the protection of the rights of those victims of po-
litically motivated prosecution who signed this complaint.

 ● To mention cases of victims of political persecution, as well as violations that are docu-
mented in this report, in communications within the framework of UN procedures, in-
cluding letters to the government and reports on special procedures.

 ● To use diplomatic and political mechanisms to bring more persistent demands that Ka-
zakhstan fulfil the decisions of the UN Human Rights Committee, the UN Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention, and the statements of the UN Special Rapporteurs.

 ● To demand that Kazakhstan implement the recommendations of the UN Human Rights 
Committee and the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful as-
sembly and association regarding the revision of legislation on freedom of assembly in 
accordance with international standards.

EU, OSCE, UN, PACE and democratic states:

 ● To develop economic and investment cooperation between the EU and Kazakhstan with 
reference to the human rights situation in the country.

67 http://bit.ly/2Q2e62Q
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 ● During negotiations with the authorities of Kazakhstan, to raise the issue of human rights 
and the rule of law, as well as the release of all political prisoners.

 ● To demand that the authorities of Kazakhstan cease the prosecution of those who signed 
this complaint, and to ensure their right to a fair trial.

 ● To demand that the authorities of Kazakhstan remove vague and politically motivat-
ed articles from the Criminal Code that provide for criminal responsibility for “slander”, 

“incitement of social discord”, “dissemination of false information” and “violation of the 
order of organising rallies”.

 ● To demand that the authorities of Kazakhstan revoke the decision to ban the peaceful 
opposition movement “Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan”, as it does not have legal cer-
tainty and makes it possible to sentence people to prison terms for exercising their right 
to freedom of speech and assembly.

 ● To demand that Kazakhstan cease the practice of repeated exertion of torture on pris-
oners and suspects in Kazakhstan, and bring to justice the officials responsible for ex-
erting torture.

 ● To demand that the authorities of Kazakhstan provide all prisoners with full medical 
care in accordance with the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 
approved by the UN.

 ● To demand that the independence of the legal profession in Kazakhstan is ensured and 
the pressure on lawyers, including lawyers who participate in politically motivated cas-
es, cease.

 ● During visits to Kazakhstan, to hold meetings with representatives of civil society and 
victims of politically motivated prosecution.

 ● To send observation missions and monitor court trials against activists, journalists and 
people prosecuted for political reasons.

 ● To send inquiries to the Kazakhstani authorities regarding the situation of political pris-
oners, as international control contributes to putting a stop to torture being exerted on 
them and to ensuring their release from prison.

This report lists the names of not only the masterminds behind 
the politically motivated prosecution (top leadership of the 
state and law enforcement agencies), but also active performers: 
judges, prosecutors, investigators, and ordinary law enforcement 
officers who participated in the execution of criminal orders.

The Open Dialogue Foundation hereby calls for the extension of the Global Magnitsky Human 
Rights Accountability Act to cover Kazakhstani officials who are responsible for politically mo-
tivated persecutions, exertion of torture, and elimination of the space for free activities of the 
opposition, public organisations and independent media in the country.
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At ta chment s

Attachment 1. Minutes of 10 May 2018 on the seizure of three blue 
balloons from Maygul Sadykova

Quote from the document:

“Before the beginning of the seizure, M. A. Sadykova was presented the decision to seize items, after 
which M. A. Sadykova was asked to voluntarily give away three blue balloons. After that, M. A. Sadyko-
va voluntarily gave away three blue balloons. During the seizure, photos were taken with a Panasonic 
brand camera.
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Attachment 2. Minutes of 7 October 2018 on the seizure of a mobile phone 
and a baseball cap with the lettering ‘DCK’ from Sabyrzhan Kasenov

Quote from the document:

“After that, S. A. Kasenov gave a black Orro brand mobile phone with a golden case, and a blue base-
ball cap with the lettering ‘DCK’ … The moment of the seizure was recorded with a Samsung brand 
video camera.
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Attachment 3. Report of 7 October 2018 on a criminal offence due to the 
fact that the policeman was presented with two blue balloons

Quote from the document:

“… On 7 May 2018, at 12:15 p. m., a gray-haired man of Asian appearance, wearing a medical mask, en-
tered the ’Yunost’ police station, which is located at the corner of the intersection of Abay-Bykovsky 
street, and offered two blue inflatable balloons to the police officer of the road patrol police battalion 
V. Safonov, but Safonov refused and did not take the balloons, after which he closed the police station 
door; an unidentified man tied the two balloons to the door handle and left”.
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Attachment 4. The photo of a blue balloon from the file of the criminal 
case against Bakiza Khalelova

Quote from the document:

“The photo-table to the protocol on inspection of objects and clothes. Photo No.14. The photo of a blue 
balloon”.
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Attachment 5. Interrogation protocol (3rd and 4th page) 
of Alisher Nurlybayev of 23 June 2018 in the Medeu 
District Department of Internal Affairs in Almaty

Quotes from the document:

“Question: Do you support the ideas of the DCK movement regarding the overthrow of the government 
in the Republic of Kazakhstan?

Answer: No, I don’t.

Question: Do you participate in DCK chat rooms on the Telegram Messenger? If so, in which chat rooms 
in particular do you participate?

Answer: No, I don’t.

Question: Who do you personally know from among the DCK activists?

Answer: No one.

Question: Did you take part in the DCK actions on 22 March, 1, 7, 8, 9 and 10 May 2018? If so, what in-
tentions did you have when you were participating in these actions, what actions did you take?

Answer: I did not participate.

Question: Knowing that the DCK movement is recognised by the court as an extremist party, do you 
intend to continue to support it and be a member of this movement?

Answer: No, I don’t need this.
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Attachment 6. Decision of the Esil District court of Astana dated 
13 March 2018 on declaring the DCK movement extremist and banning 
its activities in Kazakhstan

Quotes from the document:

“The DCK, using the most popular social networks in Kazakhstan, such as: Facebook, Instagram, 
Telegram Messenger, Viber and Youtube video hosting site, has been spreading information 
and appeals of extremist nature related to the violent overthrow of the current government of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan both inside and outside the Republic of Kazakhstan. …

The purpose of using in the texts, the techniques to create a negative image of the current 
government, individual state bodies and state officials is to form a protest sentiment in society 
and induce political disobedience that can be used for various purposes —  from influencing 
opponents in order to cause certain actions to violent seizure of power.

Based on an analysis of the texts submitted, an expert in political science also concluded that 
M. Ablyazov, the ideologist of the DCK party, appeals to current hot topics which are most sig-
nificant for the society (the issues of salaries, communal services, corruption, environmental 
protection etc.) in an effort to justify and prove the truth of his political manifesto regarding 
the change of the form of government and political regime.

Signs of heightening social tensions in the texts indicate a systematic incitement of social ha-
tred or discord.”
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List of persons on whose behalf this complaint has been filed. These 
individuals provided the Open Dialogue Foundation with documents 
and powers of attorney to defend their rights:

Akmola Province

Argynbekov Muratbek 
Tolegenovich (aged 44)

Aktau:

Akberdiyeva Aigul 
Izemkhanovna (aged 38)

Akmyrzaev Murat 
Murzagaliuly (aged 66)

Bazarov Berik Aldongaruly 
(aged 23)

Batyrkhanova Bibaysha 
Kulzhabaevna (aged 62)

Bisengaziyev Zhenis 
Dzhedelkhanovich (aged 38)

Dzhumayev Ablovas 
Kuvandykovich (aged 43)

Kalybekov Tursunbek 
Erkinbaevich (aged 34)

Shagirbayeva Bazargul 
Kuatbaevna (aged 49)

Aktobe:

Alzhanov Kuandyk 
Kosymovich (aged 40)

Nogayev Berik 
Zakhmetovich (aged 49)

Orazov Berik Serikovich 
(aged 43)

Almaty:

Abishev Aset 
Muksutkhanovich (aged 41)

Abishev Kenzhebek 
Zhaksylykuly (aged 52)

Ageleuov Galym 
Esenbaevich (aged 52).

Aymanova Dina 
Muratovna (aged 46)

Aldabekova Gulnar 
Kaipbekovna (aged 54)

Aldabergenov Suyundyk 
Sharypkanovich (aged 45)

Aldiyar Sabyrzhan Sekenuly 
(age not stated)

Alimkulov Zhandos 
Mukhamedzhanovich (aged 33)

Altynbayev Rinad 
Asanbaevich (aged 38)

Akhmetova Zhanara 
Botaevna (aged 49)

Baiysbayev Adilkhan 
Zheksembievich (aged 47)

Dautov Ilyas Baurzhanovich 
(aged 24)

Yerimbetova Gayni 
Abdualievna (aged 69)

Yerimbetov Myrzakhan 
Myrzakhmetovich (aged 69)

Zhanabayeva Sahib 
Galievna (aged 71)

Zhakhina Asel 
Baurzhanovna (aged 47)

Zhakhin Zhanat 
Tolegenovich (aged 45)

Zhugunisova Alua 
Abaevna (aged 44)

Zhumagulov Almat 
Asuuly (aged 44)

Iliyev Bakhtiyar 
Arkenovich (aged 52)

Insenova Dilnar 
Aldyiarovna (aged 46)

Imashev Bolat 
Arystanovich (aged 49)

Islamov Meirbek 
Kulkaevich (aged 49)

Kamalbekov Said 
Altaiuly (aged 31)

Karabalin Arman 
Baltabaevich (aged 48)

Kasenov Sabyrzhan 
Atysbekovich (aged 46)

Kokanchinov Erasyl 
Sairambekovich (aged 26)

Kuanyshalin Zhasaral  
(aged 69)

Kumarbekov Baglan 
Kanatuly (aged 21)

Nukibayeva  
Gulzhanat Moldashevna 
(aged 48)

Nurzhaubay Aset (aged 30)

Nurlybayev Alisher 
Beisenbaevich (aged 27)

Nurpeisov Altai 
Muratovich (aged 38)

Ospanova Galiya 
Zhienbaevna (aged 64)

Ospanov Bolat 
Seifullaevich (aged 60)

Sultanov Abaibek 
Askarbekovich (aged 43)

Toleu Almas Toleuuly  
(aged 25)

Toregozhina  
Bakhytzhan  
Amangalievna (aged 56)

Tungishbayev Muratbek 
Bazaralyevich (aged 40)

Turumbayev Rasul 
Sapargalievich (aged 33)

Khalidullin Oleg 
Khanyshevich (aged 72)

Shakiyeva Zhumagul 
Absalamovna (aged 53)
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Astana:

Akinfeyev Vadim 
Vladimirovich (aged 28)

Alimzhanova Ayzhan 
Oralbaevna (aged 31)

Almaganbetova Madina 
Malikovna (aged 28)

Amanshina Aigul 
Askerbekovna (aged 47)

Baigeldinov Askarbek 
Isliambekovich (aged 30)

Beisembayev Damir 
Temirzhanovich (aged 29)

Damenov Nurzhan 
Sakenovich (aged 31)

Zhiyenaliyeva Asemkul 
Kordaevna (aged 45)

Kanapiyanov Darkhan 
Diusupkhanovich (aged 37)

Karimov Talgat 
Kadyrbaevich (aged 38)

Kasymkyzy Zhansulu (aged 36)

Kypshakbayeva Asem 
Orazbekovna (aged 29)

Mamyrbay Orys 
Makenuly (aged 69)

Omar Kaiyrly Makenuly 
(aged 57)

Polatov Timur  
Penzhievich (aged 33)

Rakhmet Dana Botash-
kyzy (aged 46)

Rustimov Kairat 
Sultanovich (aged 48)

Sagidoldina Zaure 
Balgabekovna (aged 61)

Sadykova Maygul 
Aiatbekovna (aged 33)

Seidakhmetov Toleke 
Karataevich (aged 62)

Sekumbayev Yerik 
Shakenovich (aged 28)

Surabaldiyeva Zhanat 
Abilkhanovna (aged 51)

Tagay Abduali Abdullauly 
(aged 50)

Talasbayeva Pakizat 
Sakenovna (aged 50)

Tubekova Tursunkul 
Oralkhanovna (aged 72)

Turakhanov Arman 
Kairatovich (aged 38)

Khamzin Abuzar 
Tuleutaevich (aged 57)

Khamzina Nursulu 
Kairkenovna (aged 51)

Eskarayeva Elvira 
Karimovna (aged 32)

Atyrau:

Akhmetov Bekzhan 
Ganibolatuly (aged 26)

Kakenova Guldana 
Ermekkalievna (aged 35)

Musauly Alibek (aged 39)

Karaganda:

Ospanova Makhabbat 
Toleutaevna (aged 41)

Karaganda Province:

Kenzhegarin Margulan 
Sergazyuly (aged 31)

Kaskelen:

Imash Abdurakhman 
Erkynuly (aged 20)

Kaziyev Erkin Imashevich 
(aged 52)

Kumakova Rosa 
Serikovna (aged 43)

Kokshetau:

Galyamshina Dinara 
Kazhmuratovna (aged 30)

Kasymov Aman Pozylbekovich 
(age not stated)

Tleulina Nurgul 
Seilbekovna (aged 35)

Kostanay:

Alakayev Arman 
Amangeldyevich (aged 46)

Ibrayev Azat Dautovich (aged 41)

Kyzylorda:

Akhmetova Zhanat 
Akhmetovna (aged 46)

Amangeldiyev Zhandos 
Musurmankulovich (aged 36)

Zhubaniyaz Raushan 
Orynbasarkyzy (aged 50)

Musainova Serikkul 
Zhuasbekovna (aged 61)

Mangistau Province:

Baidakov Ergali 
Kaiypnazarovich (aged 47)

Pavlodar:

Kravets Evgeniy 
Alekseevich (aged 48)

Semenova Elena 
Aleksandrovna (aged 49)

Semey:

Akhmetov Erlan 
Amangeldyevich (aged 43)

Ishmukhametov Farit 
Murshitovich (aged 53)

Kulmametiev Valeriy 
Ramilievich (aged 36)

Madiyev Aset Bigazyevich 
(aged 51)

Sembayev Nurzhan 
Nurlybekovich (aged 34)

Shymyrbayev Arman 
Elshibekovich (aged 30)

Talgar:

Putiyenko Denis 
Pavlovich (aged 36)



6. ATTACHMENTS 71

Tukhtasinova Nargiza 
Egitalievna (aged 45)

Uralsk:

Mashayeva Aigul 
Elamanovna (aged 32)

Khalelova Bakiza 
Zhasylbekovna (aged 57)

Shaigumarov Askar 
Mendeshevich (aged 44)

Ust-Kamenogorsk:

Mubarakova Naziba 
Kumargazyevna (aged 62)

Nemirovich Nadezhda 
Nikiforovna (aged 59)

Rakhmetkaliyeva Balzhan 
Shaikhinovna (aged 52)

Tasylbayeva Zhanat 
Kadylbekovna (aged 54)

Temerbekov Gabdula (aged 65)

Shakerov Erbol 
Sabyrovich (aged 51)

Shymkent:

Atemova Gulzada 
Aidaralikyzy (aged 40)

Ashimova Ardak 
Shaidarbekovna (aged 52)

Ashimova Ainura 
Abdimanapovna (aged 30)

Baidauletov Murat 
Mukhambetzhanovich (aged 52)

Yersultanov Asylkhan 
Sultankhanuly (aged 34)

Mukhammedov Nurzhon 
Mamarasulovich (aged 43)

Nasyrov Davlyatbek (aged 67)

Sultanbek Kairat 
Rysbekuly (aged 44)

Tulegenov Kidyrali 
Kirgizovich (aged 34)



BE QUIET! 
OR BE CHARGED 
WITH EXTREMISM

This report is a collective complaint on behalf of 129 citizens of 
Kazakhstan who have fallen victim to arbitrary detention, criminal 
prosecution, torture, ill-treatment, threats and surveillance. All were 
accused of supporting the peaceful opposition movement 
“Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan” (DCK).

A Kazakhstani court ruled that the DCK “encourages political 
disobedience” and is “extremist”. On this basis, the signatories of the 
complaint are being persecuted for criticising the authorities on 
social networks, participating in peaceful rallies, attempting to meet 
with delegations of the European Parliament, and carrying blue 
balloons and blue ribbons

Published: 
5 November 
2018


	SUMMARY
	LARGE-SCALE ARBITRARY DETENTIONS OF PARTICIPANTS IN PEACEFUL ASSEMBLIES: CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
	PERSECUTION OF PEACEFUL PROTESTERS: GROSS VIOLATIONS BY LAW-ENFORCEMENT BODIES
	CRIMINAL PROSECUTION FOR “DISCREDITING THE AUTHORITIES” AND SUPPORTING THE DCK
	INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND PROVISIONS OF THE INTERNAL LEGISLATION BREACHED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF KAZAKHSTAN
	CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	Attachments

