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Warsaw, 6 January, 2015 

A Zhanaozen torture victim, Maksat Dosmagambetov, needs urgent medical attention 

Owing to his serious health condition, a man convicted in the Zhanaozen case, Maksat 
Dosmagambetov, has been transferred from prison to house arrest. He stated that he wasn’t aware of 
his exact diagnosis, as his medical records are stored in the police department. Dosmagambetov’s 
health deteriorated rapidly after he was subjected to severe torture during the investigation in the 
Zhanaozen case. In prison, a tumour developed on his face. Previously, Maksat Dosmagambetov’s 
family members did not wish to contact journalists and human rights defenders, therefore, the 
international community could not keep the situation under control and prevent the serious 
deterioration of the health of the political prisoner. 

Maksat Dosmagambetov was transferred from prison to the Almaty cancer hospital where on 2 July, 
2014 he underwent surgery to remove the tumour from his face.1  Mr. Dosmagambetov reported to the 
Foundation that following the operation he is feeling better. For a long time, Kazakh authorities have 
kept the information about the prisoner’s health condition secret. He is now staying with his relatives in 
Aktau, where he is under house arrest, and can leave the apartment only for visits to the doctor and to 
meet with law enforcement agencies. According to human rights activist Galym Ageleuov, 
Dosmagambetov may be suffering from the third stage of the cancer. He is 32 years old and has 3 
dependent children. 

Maksat Dosmagambetov was one of the leaders of the oil worker’s strike in Zhanaozen in 2011 and one 
of those who represented the interests of the strikers in the negotiations with the authorities. In June 
2011, at a press conference in Moscow, Dosmagambetov spoke about the problems of oil workers. Due 
to his participation in the strike, he was dismissed from the ‘OzenMunaiGaz’ company. On 20 December, 
2011, Dosmagambetov was arrested and on 4 June, 2012, a Kazakh court sentenced him to six years in 
prison, having deemed him guilty of ‘organising mass disorder’. All appellate instances of Kazakhstan’s 
court refused to reduce or revise the sentence. 

Among the convicted oil workers, Maksat Dosmagambetov and Rosa Tuletayeva were the ones who 
received the longest prison sentences (6 and 7 years, respectively). The reason for this could be their 
principled stand in defending their rights and their refusal to give false testimony even under torture. It 
was Maksat Dosmagambetov who first dared tell the court about torture by the police. A forensic 
examination confirmed the presence of injuries on Dosmagambetov’s body (severe bruises, bruised 
face, broken ribs). At trial, he stated: "When we arrived in the detention centre, we were beaten, 
mocked, but representatives of law enforcement agencies to whom we complained, took no action (…) 
on 20 December, I was interrogated, investigators threatened me, squeezed my ears with a stapler and 
constantly beat me”. The prosecutor's office and the court ignored this testimony, although 
Dosmagambetov named those who beat him: "I was beaten by Zhandarbekov and deputy chief of the 
Main Department of Internal Affairs in Zhanaozen, Abdrasul Uteshev, and also Kamanbay Auezov".2  

Following Dosmagambetov’s statement, another 21 oilmen reported that they had been tortured.3 
However, the courts have ignored the incidents of torture and sentenced oil workers to prison terms 

                                                        
1 http://rus.azattyq.org/content/maqsat-dosmagambetov-operatsija-zhanaozen/25444442.html  
2 http://www.respublika-kaz.info/news/politics/21801/ ; http://www.tirek.org/index.php/component/k2/item/324-пресс-релиз-«первый-список-
политических-заключенных-казахстана» ;  http://rus.azattyq.org/content/zhanaozen_trial_torture_police_statements/24545961.html  
3 http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/1156,the-decision-of-the-supreme-court-on-the-zhanaozen-case-the-right-to-a-fair-trial-in-kazakhstan-is-not-respected  
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on the basis of information obtained through the use of torture. Maksat Dosmagambetov was 
convicted on the basis of the testimony of the oil worker Tanatar Kaliyev. Subsequently, on 11 April, 
2012, Kaliyev recanted the testimony obtained from him by the police with the use of battery: 
“Interrogations were carried out under intense physical and psychological pressure: I was beaten about 
the head with a stool, threatened that they would ‘cause problems’ for my eldest son. When they began 
to interrogate me, I tried to tell the truth: that none of the defendants had any involvement in the 
revolt... I was captured on the street and brought in for questioning. I literally stood there covered in 
blood - the entire floor was covered in blood. I was being interrogated for days, they did not allow me to 
sleep. There was no lawyer there”. 4 

The investigator who led the case against Dosmagambetov was involved in the case as a ‘victim’ and 
argued that oil workers inflicted bodily injuries on him. Despite the fact that that a person involved in 
the case must not conduct proceedings, the court ignored these circumstances, and refused to release 
Dosmagambetov from custody.5 The Council of Experts of Kazakh human rights activists, established by 
the ‘Tirek’ Alliance, granted Maksat Dosmagambetov the status of political prisoner. 

On 19 November, 2014, Roza Tuletayeva, a colleague of Maksat Dosmagambetov, was released early 
from prison. This was made possible due to a long campaign in support of her by local and international 
human rights organisations, as well as sharp criticism of the Kazakh authorities by the European 
Parliament, the UN and the OSCE. Tuletayeva’s relatives kept human rights defenders and journalists 
informed about the inadequate medical treatment and conditions of detention in prison, and so the 
authorities were forced to ensure that the legal rights of the political prisoner are observed. 

However, the relatives of Maksat Dosmagambetov never expressed a wish to establish close contact 
with human rights activists and journalists. Previously, there were cases when the wife of 
Dosmagambetov demanded from journalists that all publications regarding her husband be deleted. 
Representatives of the Open Dialog Foundation have not managed to contact the convict's wife, and 
their attempts to phone Maksat’s mother have also failed. The reason for this could be the pressure 
exerted on the family by the authorities and fear of increased reprisals against Dosmagambetov in 
prison. However, it is political pressure from the international community and the desire to preserve 
the image of the Kazakh authorities which force the latter to make minor concessions in the affairs of 
political prisoners. If the situation had been under the permanent control of human rights defenders, 
then, potentially,  it would have helped prevent the critical deterioration of Dosmagambetov’s heath 
condition. In a conversation with us, Maksat informed about his health condition and his current 
preventive measure of restraint, but a certain depressed tone could be heard in his voice. 

During the dispersal of the protest rally in Zhanaozen, Maksat Dosmagambetov’s brother, Kairat, was 
wounded in the thigh, and then underwent several operations. The state paid him compensation in 
the amount of 500 thousand tenge (about 2,240 euros), but the money was only sufficient for the first 
stages of his treatment, and Kairat still needs professional medical care.6 To date, apart from Maksat 
Dosmagambetov, Zhanaozen’s oil workers Naryn Zharylgasynov and Kanat Zhusipbayev also continue 
to serve time. 

We hereby call on the Kazakh authorities to heed the demands of the international community: 

 To release Dosmagambetov from custody and cancel all restrictions on his freedom, as well as to 
ensure a full and impartial review of his case and the cases of other Zhanaoezn oil workers who 
reported torture are carried out. 

                                                        
4 http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/745,aktau-judicial-proceedings-and-defendants-testimonies-of-torture-inflicted-upon-them-during-investigation ; 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/06/04/kazakhstan-oil-workers-convicted-flawed-trial  
5 http://www.respublika-kaz.info/news/politics/39759/  
6 http://rus.azattyq.org/content/kairat-dosmagambetov-zhertva-rasstrela-v-zhanaozene/25142781.html ;  
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 To give information about the diagnosis of Maksat Dosmagambetov and allow independent European 
doctors to confirm the diagnosis and administer proper treatment. 

 Taking into account the recommendations of the European Parliament, the UN Committee against 
Torture and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, to investigate into the 
incidents of torture against the convicted oil workers and ensure the conduct of a comprehensive, 
impartial investigation into the events in Zhanaozen with the participation of the international 
community. 

Also, the Open Dialog Foundation hereby addresses the independent medical humanitarian 
organisations ‘Doctors Without Borders’ and ‘International Red Cross’ with an appeal to send their staff 
in order to provide adequate health care to Dosmagambetov’s brothers who have suffered as a result of 
actions of the Kazakh police and are subsequently suffering an acute crisis. 

 

You are welcome to support our appeals by addressing the following persons and institutions:  

 Médecins Sans Frontières - 78 rue de Lausanne, Case Postale 116, 1211 Geneva 21, Switzerland. Tel.: +41 22 849 84 84. 
Fax: +41 22 849 84 04), e-mail: msfquestion@gmail.com;  

 International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement: P.O. Box 303, CH-1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland. Tel.: +41 22 730 42 
22. Fax: +41 22 733 03 95, e-mail: info@redcross.ch;  

 The correctional facility GM-172/8 (open colony), Aktau, 130000; 

 Ministry  of  Health  of  the  Republic  of  Kazakhstan,  –  010000,  Astana,  Left Bank, 8 Orynbor Street, House of 
Ministries, entrance No. 5. Tel: +7 7172 74-32-43,  +7  7172  74-32-40  (office),  Fax: +7  7172  74-36-50,  e-
mail:minzdrav@mz.gov.kz;  

 President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev - the Presidential Administration, the ‘Akorda’ building, Left Bank, Astana, 
010000, Kazakhstan, fax +7 7172 72 05 16;  

 Commissioner for Human Rights in the Republic of Kazakhstan, Askar Shakirov - 010000, Astana, Left Bank, House of 
Ministries, entrance No. 15; e-mail: ombudsman-kz@mail.ru; fax: +7 (7172) 740548; 

 Chairman of  the  Committee of  Criminal and  Executive  System of Kazakhstan’s Ministry of Internal Affairs, Baurzhan 
Berdalin - 010000, Astana, 2 B. Maylina Street, tel.  +7 7172 72-30-26, +7 7172 72-30-37.  A blank for appeals: 
http://kuis.kz/kz/otinishter; 

 Minister of Internal Affairs, Kalmukhanbet Kasymov - 010000, Astana, 1 Tauelsizdik Prospekt. Tel. +7 7172 72 24 93, +7 
7172 71-51-89, e-mail: : oraz-n@mvd.kz; 

 General Prosecutor of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Askhat Daulbayev, - 010000, Astana, House of Ministries, entrance 
No.2, 8 Orynborg Street, tel: +7 7172 71-26-20, +7 7172 71-28-68; 

 Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Erlan Idrisov, - 010000, Astana, Left Bank, 31 Kunayeva Street. 
Tel: +7 7172 72-05-18, +7 7172 72-05-16, e-mail: midrk@mfa.kz; 

 

 

For more detailed information, please address: 

Zhanar Каsymbekova - zhanar.kassymbekova@odfoundation.eu  

Igor Savchenko - igor.savchenko@odfoundation.eu 

The Open Dialog Foundation 
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