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Brussels, 19 November 2018  
 

STATEMENT 
 

Moldovan parliamentary commission investigating ODF:  
open lies, attacks on the opposition and smokescreen for the  

government’s EU funds fiasco 
 

On October 4th, 2018, Moldovan Members of Parliament of the ruling Moldovan Democratic Party” 
(PDM), led by the country’s oligarch Vladimir Plahotniuc, established a parliamentary commission to 
investigate “Open Dialogue Foundation’s and ODF President Lyudmyla Kozlovska’s interference in the 
domestic affairs of the Republic of Moldova as well as it’s funding of opposition parties”. It was 
established upon Plahotniuc’s personal request, publicly announced at a press conference in Chisinau on 
23 August 2018.  
 
This commission (consisting only of Plahotniuc’s PDM members and supported by pro-Russian President 
Dodon's party) officially has no legal competences and, according to official sources, was launched to 
collect and analyse information, as well as to formulate recommendations. The commission’s closed-
door sessions were boycotted by the country’s pro-European and anti-corruption opposition parties PAS 
and DTPP, whose leaders, Maia Sandu and Andrei Nastase called it a “farce”. 
 
Indeed, according to the country’s remaining independent media (Moldova.org, NewsMaker, JurnalTV, 
TV8), the aim of this haphazard body, which has produced its report within just a few weeks, was to use 
past contact of the democratic opposition politicians, as well as other regime opponents, with ODF, to 
persecute them further, limit their activities and, their civil and political rights and, possibly, even 
freedom. 
 
The commission’s final report, presented by ruling PDM party MP Igor Vremea, accuses them of crimes 
including high treason, espionage and sabotage, claiming that both pro-European opposition parties 
were financed by ODF with sums of hundreds of millions of dollars (sic!), which ODF supposedly 
channeled from the Kremlin.  
 
Apart from the obvious absurdity of that claim (and many others included in the report), neither political 
party or any other Moldovan entity has ever received any financing from ODF. The only material support 
ever given to those parties was financing logistical expenses for their top representatives (Maia Sandu 
and Andrei Nastase) to attend an event held in the European Parliament in May 2017, at which they 
were invited to speak alongside media and civil society representatives (Alexandru Machedon, Natalia 
Morari, Ana Ursachi). The event was co-organised by ODF and hosted by several MEPs from various 
political groups (Anna Fotyga (ECR, Poland), Ramona Nicole Mănescu (EPP, Romania), Renate Weber 
(ALDE, Romania) and Rebecca Harms (Greens/EFA, Germany).  
 

http://www.ipn.md/ro/special/93150
https://www.moldova.org/en/outline-open-dialog-scandal-pas-dtpp-gunsight-moldovan-parliament/
https://www.moldova.org/en/outline-open-dialog-scandal-pas-dtpp-gunsight-moldovan-parliament/
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/diversiya-izmena-rodine-shpionazh-v-chem-obvinyaet-moldavskuyu-oppozitsiyu-komissi-40146
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/09378b14dc01db65/presedinta-open-dialog-apel-catre-societatea-rm-aparati-opozitia-si-valorile-democratice-regimul-plahotniuc-e-in-agonie.html
http://tv8.md/2018/11/16/video-interviu-cu-lyudmyla-kozlovska-presedinta-fundatiei-open-dialog-comenteaza-acuzatiile-care-i-se-aduc-in-raportul-comisiei-parlamentare/
https://www.moldpres.md/en/account/viewnews/18010276/?myid=211&hash=7b35325fda6da1884db1771266e32f2e
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8161,invitation-to-a-conference-moldova-at-the-crossroads
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There are several obvious reasons for the actions of this commission, all of them directly benefiting 
former criminal and currently Moldovan super-oligarch and semi-dictator Vladimir Plahotniuc and his 
corrupt regime: 
 

1. ODF is among the organisations responsible for imposing human rights condition for macro-
financial assistance of the EU to Moldova, withholding at least 100 millions of euro from 
European aid programmes for Moldova, which were being misappropriated by the corrupt elites 
under Plahotniuc. ODF, supporting the country’s opposition and civic movements, campaigned 
for adding the condition of respecting the rule of law and civil liberties  for the funds to be 
allocated to Moldova. 

 
2. ODF and Lyudmyla Kozlovska have been advocating for the adoption of the Global Magnitsky Act 

and inclusion of Vladimir Plahotniuc in the sanctions list (also see recommendations at the end 
of ODF’s report). 

 
3. ODF has been vocal on human rights and rule of law violations in Moldova, releasing in the 

cooperation with Italian Federation for Human Rights a highly critical report on the country’s 
leadership as recently as July 2018, and – as mentioned – supporting opposition leaders & other 
regime opponents in their contacts with the EU, as well as defending some 21 journalists, 
lawyers as Ana Ursachi and Eduard Rudenco, judges as Domnica Manole and activists revealing 
the corruption of the regime. 

 
4. The European Commission has just announced it was cutting its financial assistance to Moldova 

by €20 million/year for both 2017 and 2018 due to rule of law and democratic concerns (this 
issue was widely described, also in ODF’s recent reports). The topic of the supposedly hostile 
actions by ODF serves as smokescreen for this painful blow to the regime. 

 
To further understand the absurdity of this parliamentary commission it is good to see what main 
sources it is citing. These are: 
 

 The SIS entry ban for Lyudmyla Kozlovska, which the Moldovan commission claims was due to 
Polish authorities revealing her as a Kremlin agent. In truth, Polish authorities didn’t deliver any 
official reason for the ban, and then – under public pressure – gave conflicting reasons, from 
“unclear financing” to simply admitting to being “afraid that ODF might want to topple the 
government or use it’s Brussels contacts to lobby against it”. 

 
 A defamatory “report” of blogger and conspiracy theorist Marcin Rey, which was thoroughly 

debunked by ODF itself as well as several independent journalists. ODF has taken legal actions in 
that respect. 
 

 Supposedly top secret information obtained from the Polish secret services (apparently the same 
whose credibility and validity had been assessed by several EU Member States, which decided to 
override Poland’s SIS alert and grant Lyudmyla entry despite persistent attempts of Polish 
authorities painting her as a national security threat).  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0283+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0283+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8182,press-release-moldova-at-the-crossroads-say-meps
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8182,press-release-moldova-at-the-crossroads-say-meps
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8741,osce-pa-annual-session-in-berlin-delegation-discusses-endangered-democracy-in-moldova-and-civil-liberties-and-human-rights-in-kazakhstan
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8756,civil-liberties-political-prisoners-and-lawyers-rights-odf-at-the-italian-senate
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8661,the-odf-discussed-political-situation-and-human-rights-in-kazakhstan-and-moldova-at-the-bundestag
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8460,report-the-authorities-of-moldova-roll-back-the-democratisation-process-and-fail-to-fulfill-their-obligations-to-the-eu
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8460,report-the-authorities-of-moldova-roll-back-the-democratisation-process-and-fail-to-fulfill-their-obligations-to-the-eu
https://en.odfoundation.eu/search/publications,c.Moldova
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8835,report-on-the-results-of-the-human-rights-monitoring-mission-to-the-republic-of-moldova-in-the-period-between-26-and-28-july-2018
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8044,the-odf-s-support-of-the-civil-society-in-moldova-high-level-meetings-at-pace-ep1
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8044,the-odf-s-support-of-the-civil-society-in-moldova-high-level-meetings-at-pace-ep1
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-cuts-moldova-funding-amid-rule-of-law-concerns/29603052.html
https://msz.gov.pl/pl/aktualnosci/wiadomosci/komunikat_msz_w_sprawie_ludmily_kozlowskiej
https://www.radiozet.pl/Radio/Programy/Gosc-Radia-ZET/Witold-Waszczykowski-Niemcy-postepuja-zlosliwie.-Brutalnie-pogwalcili-oficjalny-zakaz-wjazdu-do-UE
https://www.radiozet.pl/Radio/Programy/Gosc-Radia-ZET/Witold-Waszczykowski-Niemcy-postepuja-zlosliwie.-Brutalnie-pogwalcili-oficjalny-zakaz-wjazdu-do-UE
http://wiadomosci.dziennik.pl/opinie/artykuly/580758,niemcy-potega-waszczykowski-rosja-merkel-putin.html
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8546,response-to-the-report-activities-and-connections-of-the-open-dialog-foundation-dated-august-14-2017
https://wiadomosci.onet.pl/tylko-w-onecie/kolejne-uderzenie-w-fundacje-otwarty-dialog-i-kolejna-kompromitacja-analiza/e3cjgjm
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8905,euobserver-poland-abusing-schengen-for-political-reasons


Open Dialogue Foundation 

155 Rue de la Loi, Box 27 

1040, Brussels  
Belgium 

 

Open Dialogue Foundation 

11 a Szucha Avenue, office 21 

00-580 Warsaw 

Poland 

 
 

 

 
 

facebook.com/ODFoundation | odfoundation@odfoundation.eu | www.odfoundation.eu 

 

 
The Moldovan parliamentary commission, in its report, calls for the country’s authorities to impose swift 
and grave punishment for those accused, including imprisonment for high treason, sabotage and 
espionage, and preventing the pro-European opposition from running in the upcoming parliamentary 
elections. 
 
We are deeply saddened to see how Polish authorities and pro-government media – through the 
persecution of Lyudmyla Kozlovska and an ongoing media hatred campaign – have supported these 
scandalous actions by Moldovan authorities and further weakened the rule of law in the country.  
 
For more information on the establishment of the Commission read our article: 
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8973,four-false-reports-in-the-kozlovska-case-how-the-parliament-s-
press-service-became-a-troll-for-the-democratic-party 
 
 
 
Contact person:  
Martin Mycielski, Director of Public Affairs 
martin.mycielski@odfoundation.eu 
 

https://wiadomosci.onet.pl/tylko-w-onecie/jak-wschodnie-rezimy-wykorzystaly-polskie-media-prorzadowe-po-deportacji-kozlowskiej/d51re6w
https://www.gazetaprawna.pl/artykuly/1261592,oligarcha-wykorzystal-abw-do-rozprawy-z-moldawska-opozycja.html
https://www.gazetaprawna.pl/artykuly/1261592,oligarcha-wykorzystal-abw-do-rozprawy-z-moldawska-opozycja.html
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8973,four-false-reports-in-the-kozlovska-case-how-the-parliament-s-press-service-became-a-troll-for-the-democratic-party
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8973,four-false-reports-in-the-kozlovska-case-how-the-parliament-s-press-service-became-a-troll-for-the-democratic-party

