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THE "KOZLOVSKA CASE" TIMELINE [UPDATED] 

 
 
This is a non-exhaustive timeline of events preceding and following the expulsion of Lyudmyla 
Kozlovska, President of the Open Dialogue Foundation, from the EU. This list will be updated as 
events unfold. 
 
21/07/2017 – Bartosz Kramek, Lyudmyla Kozlovska’s husband, publishes a post on civic disobedience on 
his personal Facebook page. 
 
27/07/2017 – At the request of the Minister Coordinator for Special Services to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs a series of attempts to censor and take control of the Foundation is initiated, starting with  
a formal request to remove Bartosz Kramek’s Facebook post and any shares of it. 
 
7/08/2017 – Fiscal authorities launch a special fiscal and customs inspection of the Open Dialogue 
Foundation on the basis of a direct request of the MFA (despite the fact that various inspections have 
already been carried out in previous years, casting no doubts). The inspection is carried out in an 
unprecedented manner, with raids on the Foundation’s offices and ODF’s employees being interrogated 
multiple times, significantly impeding ODF’s work. 
 
3/10/2017 – ODF finds out that the Minister of Foreign Affairs, having failed to force Bartosz Kramek to 
remove his post, had filed a motion to replace the Foundation’s management board. This request is 
rejected by the court on December 7th and then again in April 2018. 
 
Right-wing journalists & politicians openly discuss the deportation of Lyudmyla Kozlovska as a possible 
measure to be taken against ODF. 
 
01/03/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska applies for a renewal of her permanent residence permit in Poland. 
 
24/04/2018 – 34 NGOs around the world sign an appeal in defence of persecuted civic organisations in 
Poland, including ODF. 
 
18/07/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska receives a reply from the Office of the Mazowieckie Voivodeship 
informing her that parts of her permanent residence file have been classified. 
 
13/08/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska arrives at Brussels Airport on a flight from Kyiv. She is detained by 
Belgian border police and informed that she has been placed in the Schengen Information System (SIS) 
with the highest alert level, meaning she can not enter the Schengen zone. Having received  
a confirmation from Polish authorities that the SIS alert is indeed valid, after 15 hours of detention 
Belgian police deports her back to Kyiv. 
 
14/08/2018 – 11/09/2018 – Lyudmyla is forced to stay in exile in Kyiv, unable to return home to her 
husband in Poland, nor to her second home and office in Brussels, Belgium. While in Kyiv, she is being 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartosz-kramek/niech-pa%C5%84stwo-stanie-wy%C5%82%C4%85czmy-rz%C4%85d/10155402239540772/?_rdc=2&_rdr
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8482,unprecedented-attacks-on-the-open-dialog-foundation-in-poland
http://wiadomosci.onet.pl/tylko-w-onecie/kontrola-w-fundacji-otwarty-dialog-zabezpieczono-dokumenty-organizacji/x6ker81
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8631,odf-wins-court-dispute-with-polish-mfa-once-again/_r
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8631,odf-wins-court-dispute-with-polish-mfa-once-again/_r
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8482,unprecedented-attacks-on-the-open-dialog-foundation-in-poland
https://wpolityce.pl/polityka/352356-10-punktowy-plan-mozliwej-kontrakcji-na-16-punktowy-scenariusz-wylaczenia-rzadu
http://www.civicsolidarity.org/article/1545/polish-authorities-reduce-space-activities-ngos-including-human-rights-organizations
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8770,information-on-the-inclusion-of-lyudmyla-kozlovska-in-the-sis-database-by-poland
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8770,information-on-the-inclusion-of-lyudmyla-kozlovska-in-the-sis-database-by-poland
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8764,poland-uses-sis-to-prevent-president-of-the-open-dialog-foundation-from-entering-the-schengen-area
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constantly followed and surveilled by unknown persons, likely security services of post-Soviet states 
(Moldova and/or Kazakhstan). Fearing for her safety she is forced to change her residence every couple 
of days, staying in random rented rooms and apartments. 
 
Lyudmyla’s case sparks outrage in worldwide media, among experts and politicians. The situation is 
covered by media outlets worldwide, including the Washington Post, Daily Mail, New York Times (no 
longer available), ABC News (article no longer available), Politico Europe (multiple), EurActiv (and here) 
and many others. 
 
22/08/2018 – The Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights issues a statement on the abuse of SIS by 
Poland. 
 
23/08/2018 – ALDE President Guy Verhofstadt expresses his outrage over the matter on Twitter and 
issues a letter to the European Commission, on behalf of his EP group, demanding an investigation on 
the possible abuse of SIS by Poland. 
 
27/08/2018 – Ukrainian human rights organisations issue a joint appeal regarding the inclusion of 
Lyudmyla Kozlovska in the SIS 
 
30/08/2018 – Dr Evelien Brouwer of Amsterdam Open University publishes a legal analysis proving the 
abuse of SIS by Polish authorities and incompatibility of Polish law with the SIS II regulation. 
 
11/09/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska is permitted to enter Germany on the basis of a special “national 
interest” visa issued by German authorities on the request of the Bundestag.  
 
13/09/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska speaks in a panel debate at the Bundestag on the dismantling of the 
rule of law in Poland and Hungary. Her appearance causes a diplomatic row between Poland and 
Germany, with the MFA summoning the German ambassador in for explanation and President Andrzej 
Duda personally speaking to President Steinmeier on the matter. 
 
26/09/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska speaks at an open ALDE session at the European Parliament (full 
recording), having been granted a Belgian visa on the request of MEPs Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE), Rebecca 
Harms (Greens) and Michał Boni (EPP), causing once again outrage in Poland, with the MFA summoning 
the Belgian ambassador in for an explanation. 
 
26/09/2018 – The New York Times debunks a viral photo of Lyudmyla Kozlovska with George Soros, 
which had been shared throughout social media and right-wing websites at least 100.000 times during 
the Kavanaugh hearings, claiming it was actually Dr Christine Blasey Ford. 
 
04-06/10/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska heads an ODF delegation to London, with the British government 
confirming the validity of her long-term visa despite the SIS ban. The delegation meets, among others, 
with Laurent Pech, head of the Department of Law and Politics at Middlesex University, Edward Lucas, 
expert in security policy and columnist in The Times, James Nixey, Head of the Russia and Eurasia 
Programme in Chatham House and Anne Applebaum, journalist and Pulitzer prize laureate. The Polish 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2018/08/17/the-polish-government-expels-a-critic-and-sets-an-ominous-precedent-for-the-european-union/?utm_term=.6c595a8d3f65
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-6078765/Poland-bans-Ukraine-activist-Europe-raising-questions.html
https://twitter.com/ABC/status/1033014641113399296
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/eu-confidential/politico-eu-confidential-tv-star-to-run-slovenia-banned-from-schengen-summer-time-feedback-overload/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/ukrainian-rights-activist-claims-poland-banned-her-from-schengen-zone/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/polands-deportation-of-human-rights-activist-the-back-story/
http://www.hfhr.pl/en/hfhr-issues-statement-in-case-of-detained-head-of-open-dialogue-foundation/
https://www.sophieintveld.eu/letter-to-the-commission-on-the-use-of-the-sis-in-the-case-of-ms-kozlovska/
http://ccl.org.ua/en/statements/the-appeal-of-ukrainian-human-rights-organisations-regarding-the-inclusion-of-the-head-of-the-open-dialog-foundation-in-the-schengen-information-system-sis-list/
https://verfassungsblog.de/schengen-entry-bans-for-political-reasons-the-case-of-lyudmyla-kozlovska/
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8872,the-populist-path-towards-authoritarianism-must-be-stopped-lyudmyla-kozlovska-s-speech-at-the-bundestag
https://www.dw.com/en/human-rights-activist-reignites-germany-poland-row/a-45529604
https://www.dw.com/en/human-rights-activist-reignites-germany-poland-row/a-45529604
https://www.msz.gov.pl/en/news/mfa_statement_regarding_lyudmyla_kozlovska
https://www.polskieradio.pl/5/3/Artykul/2189513,Prezydent-Andrzej-Duda-rozmawial-z-FrankiemWalterem-Steinmeierem-nt-Ludmily-Kozlowskiej
https://www.polskieradio.pl/5/3/Artykul/2189513,Prezydent-Andrzej-Duda-rozmawial-z-FrankiemWalterem-Steinmeierem-nt-Ludmily-Kozlowskiej
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/brussels-playbook/politico-brussels-playbook-presented-by-banco-santander-merkel-limping-sajid-javid-interview-ambassador-selmayr/
https://www.aldeparty.eu/news/lyuda-kozlovska-addresses-alde-parliament
https://www.aldeparty.eu/news/lyuda-kozlovska-addresses-alde-parliament
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8881,euobserver-poland-accused-of-violating-eu-visa-systems
https://www.msz.gov.pl/en/news/mfa_statement_on_threat_to_schengen_zone_security
https://www.msz.gov.pl/en/news/mfa_statement_on_threat_to_schengen_zone_security
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/us/politics/kavanaugh-fact-check.html
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8910,odf-representatives-made-a-3-day-visit-to-london
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Deputy Foreign Minister ignites a diplomatic row over the matter on Twitter, demanding the Foreign 
Office, the British Ambassador to Poland and Deputy Foreign Secretary to confirm their trust in Polish 
counterintelligence capabilities. British authorities ignore his request. 
 
08/10/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska speaks at two events in the Council of Europe, having been granted  
a visa by French authorities. A senior MFA official present at one of the events tries to defend the Polish 
government’s action by listing the issues it has with Kozlovska, including “publishing anti-government 
content and conducting political activities aimed against the current Polish government”. The MFA gives 
up on summoning the French ambassador. 
 
11/10/2018 – The ALDE group in the European Parliament issues a second letter to the European 
Commission, demanding action on the Schengen ban and asking it to open an infringement procedure 
against Poland on the basis of “failing to fulfil an obligation under the Treaties”. 
 
22/11/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska speaks at the UK House of Commons in a panel discussion on the rule 
of law in Poland and Hungary, organised by the Foreign Policy Centre. 
 
23/11/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska chairs a panel on the “Changing role of parliaments in defending 
human rights and the rule of law” at the UN Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law. 
 
11-12/2018 – Lyudmyla Kozlovska has been invited to speak in the Italian Senate, in the parliament of 
Austria, at the Sorbonne in Paris and at a parliamentary event in Hungary. 
 
 

http://wyborcza.pl/7,75399,24014838,sprawa-kozlowskiej-odlaczcie-msz-od-twittera.html
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/8905,euobserver-poland-abusing-schengen-for-political-reasons
https://www.sophieintveld.eu/a-letter-to-the-commission-on-the-schengen-entry-ban-on-ms-kozlovska/
https://www.sophieintveld.eu/a-letter-to-the-commission-on-the-schengen-entry-ban-on-ms-kozlovska/
https://en.odfoundation.eu/a/9010,lyudmyla-kozlovska-speaks-at-the-uk-house-of-commons-on-the-rule-of-law-in-poland
https://www.facebook.com/ODFoundation/posts/2295070943868289

