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The Open Dialogue Foundation (ODF) was established in Poland in 2009 on the initiative of Ukrainian student and civic 
activist Lyudmyla Kozlovska (who currently serves as President of the Foundation). Since its founding, statutory objectives of 
the Foundation include the protection of human rights, democracy and the rule of law in the post-Soviet area. The 
Foundation originally focused its attention primarily on Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine and – since 2016 – Moldova, but this 
area of interest was expanded in July 2017 due to the rapidly deteriorating situation in Poland and other EU member states 
affected by illiberal policies implemented by their populist governments.  

ODF pursues its goals through the organisation of observation missions, monitoring especially individual human rights’ 
violation cases. It also advocates for international legislation better serving human rights, such as the Magnitsky Act or the 
adding of conditionality clauses to EU & international financial assistance programmes directed at non-democratic states and 
hybrid regimes. The Foundation also has extensive experience in the field of protection of the rights of political prisoners and 
refugees. 

Based on its work, ODF publishes analytical reports and distributes them among EU institutions, OSCE, Council of Europe, the 
UN, other human rights organisations, foreign ministries and parliaments, as well as the media. It is actively engaged in 
cooperation with members of parliaments involved in foreign affairs, human rights and relations with monitored third 
countries. 

ODF advocates for the reform of Interpol and - more recently - the Schengen Information System (SIS), preventing their 
mechanisms from being used by authoritarian and hybrid regimes to persecute their opponents.  

In 2013/14 the Foundation organised a mission to support Ukrainian civil society in their struggle for European integration 
during the Revolution of Dignity in Kyiv's Maidan square. Following the Russian aggression in 2014, ODF’s humanitarian aid 
programme started on Maidan, was expanded to help those affected by the occupation of Crimea and the war in the East of 
Ukraine. From 2014 to 2016, ODF run a large support centre in Warsaw under the name “Ukrainian World", offering 
everyday life assistance for migrants and fostering Polish-Ukrainian integration. 

The Foundation has its permanent representative offices in Warsaw and Brussels. 

 

Copyright: Open Dialogue Foundation, September 2019. 

 

00-580 Warsaw, Aleja Szucha 11а, office 21, Tel. +48 22 307 11 22  

E-mail: odfoundation@odfoundation.eu, web-site: en.odfoundation.eu  

 

For more detailed information, please contact us:  

Project Manager: 

Lyudmyla Kozlovska lyudmylakozlovska@odfoundation.eu 

 
Authors:  

Maksym Sytnikov  maksym.sytnikov@odfoundation.eu  

Arthur Kingsman 

 

Title page design:  

Mykhailo Fedyshak 

 

 

Cover photo sources: Reuters/Mariya Gordeyeva  

 

 

Reprinting of the materials in whole or in part is permissible with due reference to the Open Dialogue Foundation as the 
source 



www.odfoundation.eu 
 

 3 

Table of Contents: 

 

1. INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................................................ 4 

2. THE LIST OF POLICE OFFICERS, INVESTIGATORS AND SPECIAL SERVICES OFFICERS ................................ 5 

NUR-SULTAN ........................................................................................................................................................... 5 

ALMATY ................................................................................................................................................................ 11 

AKTOBE ................................................................................................................................................................. 14 

URALSK ................................................................................................................................................................. 15 

SHYMKENT ............................................................................................................................................................ 16 

SEMEY ................................................................................................................................................................... 17 

ATYRAU ................................................................................................................................................................. 17 

AKTAU ................................................................................................................................................................... 18 

TARAZ ................................................................................................................................................................... 18 

3. LIST OF PROSECUTORS AND JUDGES ..................................................................................................... 18 

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ............................................................................................ 20 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



www.odfoundation.eu 
 

 4 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Since the beginning of 2019, six mass protests1 have been reported in the largest cities of Kazakhstan.2 
Across the country, several thousand people participated in the protests, and all of the rallies were 
exclusively peaceful in nature. Yet the rallies ended in numerous detentions of protesters and the 
subsequent administrative and criminal prosecution of some of them. During the detentions, law 
enforcement officers used brute force against the protesters.  

The Open Dialogue Foundation has managed to gather the names of 136 police officers, investigators, 
security officers, prosecutors and judges who participated in politically motivated prosecutions of 
peaceful protesters. The list was compiled based on the testimonies of the victims, as well as 
information received from members of the Facebook group #IHaveAChoice #ActivistsNotExtremists.3 

In March 2019, after the announcement of the extraordinary presidential election, mass protests in 
Kazakhstan became more frequent. During the presidential election, the protests reached their peak. 
According to official data, between 9 June 20194 and 12 June 2019 alone, about 4,000 people were 
detained.5 However, the true numbers may be many times higher. For comparison, during the whole of 
2018, about 500 people were detained for participating in peaceful protests in Kazakhstan.6 The 
protesters demanded the authorities secure a fair election, release political prisoners, provide housing 
for mothers with many children, create new jobs, revoke the renaming of Astana to Nur-Sultan, and 
prevent the construction of a nuclear power plant.  

Active prosecution of participants in peaceful protests began after the Esil District Court of Astana 
recognised the peaceful opposition movement Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan (DCK) as an extremist 
organisation and in March 2018 banned its activities in Kazakhstan.7 Based on this decision, peaceful 
protesters have been subjected to arbitrary detentions and political persecution. Detained protesters 
are subjected to many hours of interrogation, during which, among others, they are asked questions 
about their involvement in the DCK’s activities. Often, administrative and criminal proceedings are 
initiated against detained protesters, and courts almost always convict participants for peaceful actions.  

The following categories of officials are directly involved in politically motivated prosecutions of 
peaceful protesters:  

1) Police and special services officers who carry out and coordinate arbitrary detentions of peaceful 
protesters;  

2) Investigators who initiate administrative and criminal proceedings against detained protesters; 

3) Prosecutors who support the prosecution of detainees in court; 

4) Judges who convict peaceful protesters. 

This report contains the names of 136 officials who are personally responsible for the prosecution of 
participants in peaceful rallies in Kazakhstan in 2019. 

 

 
1 The protests were held on 27 February 2019, 21–22 March 2019, 1 May 2019, 9 May 2019, 9–12 June 2019, and 6 July 2019. 
2 The largest protests took place in Nur-Sultan, Almaty, Aktobe, Karaganda and Shymkent. 
3 The group consists of about 1,500 people from various cities of Kazakhstan. It was established to gather information and assist those prosecuted for 
participation in peaceful protests: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/about/. 
4 An extraordinary presidential election in Kazakhstan was held on 9 June 2019. It was won by Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev, the protege of Nazarbayev. 
5 https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/4-tyisyachi-zaderjali-vremya-mitingov-kazahstane-371609/ 
6 https://ru.odfoundation.eu/a/8950,kollektivnaya-zhaloba-molchi-inache-budesh-obvinen-v-ekstremizme 
7 https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1549569151855938. In its resolution on the human rights situation in Kazakhstan dated 14 March 2019, the 
European Parliament called on the Kazakhstani authorities to lift the ban on the DCK: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-
0203_EN.html. 
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2. THE LIST OF POLICE OFFICERS, INVESTIGATORS AND SPECIAL SERVICES OFFICERS  

Police and special services officers carry out the “dirtiest” work — they detain peaceful protesters, hand 
them subpoenas and bring them to police stations for questioning. Detentions in places of protest often 
involve the use of brute force and beatings.8 During the protests, police officers arrest not only 
protesters, but also people sitting peacefully on benches.9 They also snatch random passers-by, elderly 
people and minors from the crowd with brute force and beatings.10 Before and on the day of protests, 
police officers patrol the areas near the houses of activists who take part in peaceful actions in order to 
hand them summons for questioning. In this way, the law enforcement agencies make it impossible for 
activists to participate in peaceful protests. Police officers often fill summons for questioning by hand 
right at the scene, even though the law requires that a summons be issued by an investigator and the 
police has only the right to deliver a completed document. In addition, officers often do not introduce 
themselves and almost never state the reason for the detention. 

Police officers often cooperate with members of the National Security Committee (NSC), who work 
under false names, always in plain clothes, and often hide their faces behind masks. The NSC workers 
also record the presentation of the summons for questioning on a video camera. During the rallies, NSC 
officers control the dispersal of protesters and give instructions to police on detaining the participants. 
However, they do not detain activists themselves. Some NSC employees act as provocateurs to create 
the appearance of a non-peaceful action. They can also be present during interrogations and participate 
in the trials of detainees.  

The detained protesters are taken to police stations, where they are interrogated by investigators. 
Interrogations are often associated with violations of the rights of detainees: they have no access to 
lawyers, are denied the right to make a telephone call, and are intimidated and forced to sign 
documents, and their relatives are not informed about their whereabouts. Mobile phones and other 
devices are often confiscated from detainees. After interrogation, the detainees are either released or 
their cases are referred to court. 

NUR-SULTAN 

Bakytzhan Asembekovich Malybayev 

Deputy Head of Astana Police Department, Police Colonel 

Since 5 September 2018, he has been the Deputy of the Head of the Department of Internal Affairs of 
the city of Nur-Sultan, Marat Kozhayev. He was repeatedly seen during the protests in Astana, where he 
led and participated in the detention of peaceful protesters. On 22 March 2019, Svetlana Glushkova, a 
journalist from the “Nastoyashchee Vremya” TV channel, who covered a peaceful rally, was detained on 
his orders.11 On 1 May 2019, Malybayev negotiated with peaceful protesters who demanded the release 

 
8 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2385890238396912/      
9 https://www.facebook.com/swetaglushkova/posts/2590274137657898  
10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=APAUFW1jTLI  
11 https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/poterpevshaya-po-delu-zaderzhannoy-v-astane-zhurnalistki-popala-v-zal-suda-bez-
udostovereniya?fbclid=IwAR0cvULTYBByKPUarG3to0yiZ1Zg7t9xXzFjD-JcZUOIdGMr8w6sJe7eQPQ 
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of people who had been detained that day.12 On 9 May 2019, Bakytzhan Malybayev assured journalists 
that his subordinates had not detained the protesters, although 5 detentions were recorded that day.13 
On 3 June 2019, Malybayev directed the actions of police when they surrounded protesting mothers 
with many children on the square in front of the parliament building in Astana. On 6 July 2019, 
Malybayev directed the actions of the police and the Special Rapid Response Unit (SOBR) to suppress 
and detain peaceful protesters. On the same day, Malybayev covered up the actions of the so-called 
“titushki”,14 Azamat Shaykemelov and Zhiger Akhmetov, who used umbrellas to prevent “Radio Azattyk” 

journalists from taking pictures.15 When asked by the 
journalists for help, Bakytzhan Malybayev replied: 
“These are your people, they are provoking on purpose.” 

 

Azamat Shaykemelov and Zhiger Akhmetov 

Titushky 

 

 

Askhat Kalmagambetovich Tuleuov 

Head of the NSC Department of the city of Nur-Sultan 

Nurgali Dauletbekovich Bilisbekov 

Lieutenant General of the NSC, Deputy Chairman of the 
NSC of the Republic of Kazakhstan, supervisor of the 10th 

Department of the NSC 

 

Askhat Tuleuov participated in the persecution of the 
opposition and organised the dispersal of protests in Nur-

Sultan on 21 March 2019 and 1 May 2019. He is called the “chief extortionist of the capital's 
Department of the NSC”. It was reported that Nurgali Bilisbekov was giving orders to the officers of the 
NSC Department who are engaged in racketeering.16  

 

Daulet Bolatovich Kurmanov 

An NSC officer  

He is involved in the fight against extremism. He is subordinate to a man named 
Daniyar and pursues alleged DCK members. On 26 and 27 April 2019, he visited 
Alimzhan Izbassarov and Zhanbot Alzhanova to conduct so-called “explanatory 
talks”.17 On 30 May 2019, he spied on the activists who came to support 
Izbassarov, who had been conscripted into the army for political reasons.18 
Moreover, on 7 June 2019, Kurmanov participated in breaking the door to the 
apartment of activist Aliya Zhakupova. He also participated in the search of her 

 
12 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4bquKXs9lQ&amp=&feature=youtu.be 
13 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-detentions-activists-almaty-nur-sultan-regions/29930475.html 
14 Titushki are groups of athletic-looking mercenaries who provoke conflicts during peaceful protests.  
15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz9MGhMPj2s&t=999s 
16 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2336225536696716/ 
17 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2354716421514294/ 
18 https://ru.odfoundation.eu/a/9281,vlasti-kazahstana-nakazyvayut-za-grazhdanskiy-aktivizm-povestkami-v-armiyu  
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apartment as well as in her detention. On 4 July 2019, together with his partner who introduced himself 
as Berik, Kurmanov came to the home of activist Anna Shukeeva. Despite the fact that the officers did 
not have a completed summons, they detained the activist together with her infant baby.19   

                                                     

Bauyrzhan 

Presumably an NSC officer 

On 30 May 2019, he followed activists near the military registration and 
enlistment office, where Alimzhan Izbassarov had been summoned.20 
Bauyrzhan was also seen during the cordoning off of the protesting mothers 
with many children on the square near the parliament building on 3 June 
2019.21  

 

 

 

 

Damir Baibazarov 

Employee of the Public Security Department of the Nur-Sultan Department of 
Internal Affairs 

For several years, he has been engaged in “preventing protest actions”, that is, 
in detaining and putting pressure on peaceful activists. In 2016, he participated 
in the abduction of Aigul Utepova, one of the activists protesting against land 
reform. In 2017, Baibazarov participated in the search of civil society activist 
Makhambet Abzhan. In 2018, together with his partner Erkin Sabdenov, 
Baibazarov attacked a peaceful passer-by and hit him in the face.22 On 7 June 
2019, he participated in the blocking of Didar Baizhakupov's car.23 According to 
some reports, his group was involved in the abduction of Serikzhan Bilash. 

 

Aibek Bektasovich Baigaliyev 

District Inspector Lieutenant 
Colonel of Police (photo of a 

business card) 

Erkin Baltabaevich Galiakparov 

Presumably, a criminal 
investigation officer 

 

 

 

 
19 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2384430078542928/ 
20 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=300595914219993&set=pcb.2358273311158605&type=3&theater&ifg=1  
21 https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-nur-sultan-mnogodetnye-materi-obyavili-golodovku/29978618.html 
22 https://www.facebook.com/100012043548093/videos/451893615222086/?fref=mentions  
23 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2361198084199461/ 
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On 30 May 2019, Aibek Baigaliyev and Erkin Galiakparov interrogated Zhaslan Suleimenov, an activist 
with a disability. At the interrogation, they were interested in his activities, possible involvement in 
international organisations and trips to Almaty.24 	

 

Timur Kadir 

Interior Ministry Major 

On 9 May 2019, i.e. on the day of the protest rally, Interior Ministry Major Timur 
Kadir, together with two unidentified persons, kidnapped human rights activist 
Zhanbota Alzhanova. Without introducing themselves or explaining the reasons, 
they forcibly pulled Alzhanova out of a bus and pushed her into their car. 
Alzhanova was held in the Baikonur Regional Department of Internal Affairs for 
more than 3 hours.25  

 

 

Azamat Nurzhanuly Orazbayev 

Senior Lieutenant of the Police Inspectorate on Personnel of the Department of 
Internal Security 

He is deliberately delaying the investigation into the abduction of activist 
Zhanbota Alzhanova.26 

 

 

 

Mansur Zhakparov 

Traffic Police Inspector, Senior Lieutenant 

On 15 May 2019, Traffic Police Inspector Mansur Zhakparov participated in the 
forcible detention of activist Darkhan Umirbayev and his wife Dinara Abisheva. 
During the detention, he used a stun gun: six times against Umirbayev and four 
times against Abisheva.27 The incident took place in front of Umirbayev and 
Abisheva's young children. Despite abundant video and photographic evidence, 
Zhakparov denies the fact that he used the stun gun.28  

 

 

  

 
24 https://www.facebook.com/zhaslan.kerey/posts/310709343172811?__tn__=-R  
25 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2341806519471951/  
26 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2359806804338589/  
27 https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10214321019001801?__tn__=H-R  
28 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2346784765640793/  
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B.S. Kaliyev 

Senior Police Lieutenant 

On 9 May 2019, i.e. on the day of the rally, Senior Police Lieutenant Kaliyev was 
waiting for Darkhan Umirbayev near the entrance to his house. As soon as the 
activist left the house, Kaliyev handed him a summons, which he filled out on the 
spot, signing it with the name of Major E.A. Omarov. Umirbayev was detained by 
Kaliyev and an unidentified civilian, presumably an NSC officer, who recorded the 
presentation of the subpoena on a video camera.  

 

T.B. Zholdasov 

Investigator, Police Captain  

On 7 June 2019, Zholdasov took part in the persecution of activist Yerbol 
Yeskhozhin.29 On that day, Yeskhozhin was taken to the Nur-Sultan Department of 
Internal Affairs and questioned for more than three hours. Investigator Zholdasov 
conducted an interrogation and personal search. In the search report, Zholdasov 
mentioned parts of Yeskhozhin's blue clothes:30 “blue shirt, blue underwear”.31  

 

Nurbol Zhaksylykovich Abulkhairov 

Senior Lieutenant Detective of Police (pictured left) 
Alisher Nurlanovich Dosbolov 

Senior Lieutenant Detective of the Esil 
District Police Department of Internal Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2018, they have been seen persecuting participants in peaceful rallies in Nur Sultan. On 10 May 
2018, they were transferring the detained protesters to the Esil District Police Department. Many 
detainees complained that Abulkhairov and Dosbolov ignored their requests to give them access to 
lawyers, notify their relatives, provide water, and let them go to the restroom. On 9 May 2019, i.e. on 
the day of the rally, Abulkhairov and Dosbolov subpoenaed activists to prevent them from participating 
in the action.32 

 

 

 

 

 
29 https://www.facebook.com/erbol.esxojin/videos/vb.100011033951387/857519177959206/?type=2&video_source=user_video_tab 
30 Blue is the colour of attributes of the opposition movement DCK. 
31 https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/videos/vb.1306505387/10214464552550050/?type=2&video_source=user_video_tab 
32 https://www.facebook.com/dvk.volonter/videos/471134020383178/  
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Alikhan Batyrkhanovich Momyshev 

Senior Lieutenant Detective of the Almaty District Police Department 

On 5 July 2019, together with his partner, he threatened Zhaslan Suleimenov, an 
activist with a disability.33 The officers warned Suleimenov about administrative 
and criminal responsibility for participation in the upcoming rally. 

 

 

 

 

 

Asanali Sultangaziyevich Mukanov 

Senior Lieutenant in the Investigation Unit of 
the Police Department (on the left)                                                                      

Gizaliya Kibatova 

Senior Detective 
of the Police Department (second from left)  

Sanzhar Aitimishev 

Detective (third from left)                                                                                                                  
Yerzhan Khamitovich Karimov 

Criminal Investigator (on the right) 
 

 

On 7 June 2019, the door of the apartment of activist Aliya Zhakupova was broken down, after which 
she was searched and detained.34 Investigator Mukanov questioned Zhakupova about her connections 
with the DCK.35 During the search conducted by Detective Sanzhar Aitimishev, flags of Kazakhstan and 
computer devices were seized. Criminal Investigator Yerzhan Karimov, Senior Detective Gizaliya 
Kibatova and another officer also took part in the detention of Zhakupova.  

 

Dastan Kairgeldievich Zhunusov 

Major of the Criminal Police Department 

On 9 June 2019, i.e. on the election day, Major Zhunusov, together with his two 
partners, detained Aliya Zhakupova, who was leaving her home.36 Zhakupova was 
taken to the Almaty District Police Department of Internal Affairs.  

 

 

 

 
33 https://www.facebook.com/zhaslan.kerey/videos/332544227655989/UzpfSTEwMDAyNzAxMjQzODk0MjpWSzoyMzg0ODI1MDE1MTcwMTAx/  
34 https://www.facebook.com/100006088416278/videos/2522038354675754/ 
35 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2361307850855151/  
36 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2363244853994784/  
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Bakhtiyar Khayrbulatovich Uteikin 

Senior Detective of the Tselinograd District Police Department in Akmol, Head 
of the Office for Countering Extremism of the Akmola District Police 
Department, Police Colonel  

On 4 July 2018, Uteikin took part in the detention of civil activist Kayyrla 
Omar.37 On 4 May 2019, activist and human rights defender Dulat Agadil was 
detained in the village of Akmol (36 km from Nur-Sultan). Agadil's cell phone 
was taken from him during the detention. A few days later, Bakhtiyar Uteikin 
admitted on camera that he had seized the cell phone illegally and was ready 
to be punished for it.38 

 

ALMATY 
 

Serik Myrzakulovich Kudebayev 

Head of Almaty Police Department (pictured left)                                                                                          
Izbasar Tlebaldiyevich Bekturov 

Deputy Head of the Department of Internal Affairs 
of Almaty 

They were repeatedly seen coordinating dispersals 
of peaceful protests and mass detentions of 
peaceful protesters. On 1 May 2019, Kudebayev 
gave the order to detain civilians.39 On 6 July 2019, 
he participated in the suppression and detention of 
peaceful protesters in Almaty, commanding the 
police and SOBR officers.40 Bekturov participated in 
coordinating the detention of peaceful protesters 
on 22 March 2019 and 10 May 2019. He ordered his 
subordinates to take the phones from the 

detainees and be cruel to them.41 

 

Bekzhan Sarsenbayev 

Head of the Department of Internal Policy of Almaty for the Bostandyk District  

On 6 July 2019 in Almaty, he personally supervised the detention of 
participants in peaceful rallies and gave instructions to police officers on 
which of the peaceful protesters should be detained and dragged into 
transport vehicles.42 

 

 
37 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2359158471070089/ 
38 https://www.facebook.com/erbol.esxojin/videos/855904118120712/ 
39 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2335103303475606/ 
40 https://www.facebook.com/TOLESHOK/posts/2349307131783503 
41 https://www.facebook.com/lyudmyla.kozlovska/posts/10213983410921810 
42 https://www.facebook.com/1612info/photos/a.226666721526036/402568393935867/?type=3&theater 
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Tolganai Yerzhanova 

Senior Investigator for Special Cases of Almaty Police Department  

She is suspected of falsifying the cases of Yulia Kozlova, Almat 
Zhumagulov and Kenzhebek Abishevastasty. She is also involved in 
the prosecution of activists and mothers of many children, Oksana 
Shevchuk, Gulzipa Dzhaukerova and Zhazira Demeuova.43 On 13 
June 2019, on her order, the bank cards of Daniyar Khasenov 
(activist, human rights defender and observer from the Italian 
Federation for Human Rights) and his relatives were blocked.44 She 
is suspected of illegally preventing Khasenov from leaving 
Kazakhstan,45 

 
Kuanysh Muratovich Aitzhanov 

District Police Inspector of the Almaty Department of Internal Affairs 
(pictured left)                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Maksat Askarovich Shalkybayev 

District Police Inspector of the Almaty Department of Internal 
Affairs, Police Captain 
On 1 June 2019, District Police Inspectors Kuanysh Aitzhanov and 
Maksat Shalkybayev detained activist Sabyrzhan Kasenov on the 
basis of a blank summons.46 

 

 

Nursultan Zhanimanov (pictured left) 

Kazybek Kanzhebayev 

The so-called “black men” (presumably SOBR officers) 

They were noticed during the dispersal of the rally and detention of 
peaceful protesters in Almaty on 9–12 June 2019. Dressed in special 
black uniforms without identification marks, they detained peaceful 
protesters in a particularly brutal manner.47 

 

 

Madi Zeynolovich Kusainov 

Detective Police Captain, Investigator 

He is stalking the family of activist Erkin Kaziyev. On 30 April 2019, 
Madi Kusainov participated in the forcible detention of Kaziyev, as a 
result of which the activist received bodily injuries. According to 
Kaziyev's wife, the investigator jumped over the fence of their 

 
43 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uIu1gT9X0c 
44 https://theinsta-stalker.com/share/BypODkuhUVz 
45 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2511907595515098&set=a.2282099795162547&type=3&theater 
46 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2356043781381558/  
47 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2368343626818240/  
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house, grabbed her and, having knocked her to the ground, began to scream and threaten her.  

 

Zh. Yeszhanov 

Investigator  
He is in charge of the criminal case against Erkin Kaziyev. According to 
lawyer Gulnara Zhuaspayeva, Yeszhanov signed the dismissal of Kaziyev's 
lawyer on behalf of the accused and without his knowledge, and then 
appointed another lawyer for him.48  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On 9 May 2019, during peaceful protests, Azamat Tulenov and Abylai Arkhat detained Dariga Rakim by 
force and took her to Almaty Police Department. There, she was questioned by investigator Aliya 
Borumbayeva for three hours. 
 

 

Didar Bukenov 

Officer of the Police Department of the Medeu District 

On 9 June 2019, he detained activist Sabyrzhan Kasenov and tried to take 
the phone away from Asel Yeskeldinova by force.49

 
48 https://www.facebook.com/gulnara.ju/posts/1797321077080743  
49 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2362911190694817/  

Azamat Isaul Tulenov 
Police Captain 

Abylai Arkhat 
Senior Lieutenant 

Aliya Borumbayeva 
Senior Investigator 
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AKTOBE 
 

Saken Koylybayev 
Senior Detective on Extremism, Police 

Major                                                                                                   
Abzal Sautovich Satayev 
Junior Police Lieutenant 

 
On 9 May 2019, Major Saken Koylybayev 
and Police Lieutenant Abzal Satayev 
stopped the car of activist Alibek 
Moldin.50 They demanded he leave the 

vehicle under the pretext of checking its trunk. He was then forcibly detained and taken to the Zarechny 
District Police Department of Internal Affairs, where he was held until the evening. When the police 
officers detained him, they broke the window in his car. Koylybayev was also seen stalking activist Dana 
Zhanayeva. He has been following her regularly since 10 May 2018. On 3 July 2018, Koylybayev and his 
partner Saparbek forcibly pushed Zhanayeva into their car and took her to the prosecutor's office. There 
she was threatened with criminal charges and forced to sign documents.51 Moreover, Koylybayev also 
threatened and pressured Zhanayeva's relatives.  

 

Serik Beketov 

Presumably an NSC officer 

On 9 May 2019, two law enforcement officers, one of whom introduced 
himself as Serik Beketov, kidnapped Dana Zhanayeva.52 During the 
detention, they used brute force. It is noteworthy that the officers tried to 
hide their faces from the camera and wore black masks over their faces.53  

 

 

 

 

Bakytbek Sydykbayev 

Head of Local Police Department, Police Major 

On 9 June 2019, Sydykbayev participated in the dispersal of peaceful 
protesters. He also took part in the detention of Karlygash Asanova. He 
threatened her with opening a criminal case for allegedly causing grievous 
bodily harm. 
 

 

 

 
50 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2337904879862115/  
51 https://www.facebook.com/100010593514534/posts/840089423020834?s=100010593514534&sfns=mo 
52 https://www.facebook.com/100010593514534/videos/840344592995317/?fref=gs&dti=2333831603602776&hc_location=group 
53 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2337666129885990/ 
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Azamat Amangeldiyev 

Investigator 

On 9 June 2019, major Sydykbayev and investigator Amangeldiyev 
participated in the political persecution of peaceful protesters. Among 
others, they detained activist Karlygash Asanova. Sydykbayev and 
Amangeldiyev confiscated her identity card and threatened her with 
opening a criminal case.54 

 

 

Aibek Muratkalievych Kupenov 

Deputy Head of the Department of Internal Policy of the Aktobe Region  

He has been putting pressure on the relatives of civil activist and human 
rights defender Dana Zhanayeva after she wrote a letter to the President 
of the European Council, Donald Tusk. He has been writing to her mother, 
calling her father and sending officers to spy on them. He also sent tax 
inspectors with a task to check her mother. 

 

URALSK 
 
Kenzhebek Suyuzhanovich Kuspayev  

Head of the Local Police Department in Uralsk 

On 12 June 2019, he detained Lukpan Akhmedyarov, editor-in-chief of 
Uralskaya Nedelya magazine, on the Abai Square.55 After that, 
Akhmedyarov was convicted of alleged disobedience to law enforcement 
officials. On 6 July 2019, Kuspayev detained activist Aslan Sagutdinov, who 
was sitting on a bench. 

 

 

Arman Bisengabulov 
Police Officer, Police Major (pictured left) 

Tugelov 
Police Major (pictured right) 

 
 
On 27 February 2019, Bisengabulov 
followed the editor-in-chief of Uralskaya 
Nedelya magazine, Lukpan Akhmedyarov, in 
a Niva police car.56 On 6 July 2019, Arman 
Bisengabulov and his partner Tugelov 

 
54 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2369445760041360/ 
55 https://www.facebook.com/lukpanchik/videos/3100891766602789/ 
56 https://www.facebook.com/lukpanchik/videos/vb.100000459877449/2784733431551959/?type=2&video_source=user_video_tab  
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detained Akhmedyarov. At the same time, Tugelov did not present his official identity card and was 
wearing civilian clothes.57 

 

Sakhipkerey Yumagulov 

Police Captain, City Department of Internal Affairs  

On 9 May 2019, he personally detained activist Ruslan Kazhganov. His partner, 
who introduced himself as a passer-by, was standing next to him.58  

 

 
 

 

SHYMKENT 
 

Medet Kanatovich Yesenkulov 

Police Captain (pictured left) 
Muzaffar Abdurakhmanov 

District Police Inspector (pictured right) 
 

On 8 May 2019, he visited activist Nurken Sultanov to 
present a summons. The next day, Sultanov appeared 
at the Abai District Police Department of Internal 
Affairs in Shymkent at the appointed time. There, he 
was dragged by force into the building.59 

 

Yerbolat Sukhanov 

Police Captain 

On 29 May 2019, he handed a summons to Nurzhan Mukhammedov, who was 
going to a kurultai.60 In order to prevent his participation in the event, he 
banned Mukhammedov from leaving the South Kazakhstan Region.61 The 
summons was handed over by Police Captain Sukhanov, but the document 
indicated the name of the investigator of the South Kazakhstan Region, Senior 
Lieutenant Zh. Oraz. 
 

 

 

 
57 https://www.facebook.com/lukpanchik/videos/3110056089019690/ 
58 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2337481153237821/ 
59 https://www.facebook.com/100034519851339/videos/139272823900045/?s=1306505387&v=i&sfns=mo  
60 A people's gathering organised to address important government issues. In 2019, a kurultai took place in Nur-Sultan (Astana) on 1 June 2019. 
61 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2354064454912824/ 
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SEMEY 
 

Murat Talgatovchi Azhkhanov 

Head of the Department for Combating Extremism at the Department of 
Internal Affairs of the Police Service in Semey	

On 7 June 2019, he participated in the abduction and illegal arrest of activist 
Ruslan Nurkanov. Moreover, on 24 July 2019, after a court hearing in the case 
of Mukhtar Dzhakishev, he ignored the illegal actions of his subordinates, who 
filmed activists and observers.	

 

 

Sayat Bolatkhanuly Sultanov 

On 7 June 2019, together with his partner, he detained activist Ruslan 
Nurkanov for allegedly throwing a cigarette butt. Moreover, the officers 
accused Nurkanov of drug trafficking and attempted to plant drugs on him, 
after which he was forced to undergo a medical examination at a drug 
treatment centre.62 

    

  

 

 

ATYRAU 
 

Rasul Bisalyev 
Investigator                                                             

Manarbek Ryskalyev 
Investigator      

                                                            
On 12 June 2019, they interrogated Venera 
Suyunova and her husband Aslan, who had been 
detained during a walk on a promenade. During 
the interrogation, the detainees were forced to 
sign unknown documents. Ryskalyev threatened 
them and shouted at them during the 
questioning. He was interested in why they were 

going to the protest.63 On the same day, Bisalyev and Ryskalyev interrogated Merey Dzhazbayeva. They 
forced her to sign unknown documents, threatened her and grabbed her by the arms.64           
              
  

 
62 https://www.facebook.com/100037393334457/videos/pcb.2362442740741662/112520966671014/?type=3&theater&ifg=1 
63 https://azh.kz/ru/news/view/59902?fbclid=IwAR018MucoWFLTw2-FtnETctgMUw16kFO7RvjAlwsMeV5Rr6Vcu_UyjiZNfQ 
64 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2367696243549645/  
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AKTAU 
 
Rashid Kuandykov 
Colonel of Munaly District Department of Internal Affairs of the 
Mangistau Region 

He persecutes the families of participants in peaceful protests, Zhambyl 
Kobeysinov and Ablovas Dzhumaev. Due to his activity, Kobeysinov's wife 
had a nervous breakdown and a miscarriage.65 According to activist Aigul 
Akberdiyeva, Kuandykov was previously the head of the fight against 
extremism. 

 

 
 

TARAZ 
 

Murat Karimovich Bayserkenov	

Head of the Local Police Service of the Zhambyl region, Police Colonel  

On 9 June 2019, Murat Bayserkenov and several other law enforcement 
officers detained activists Orazbek Sadykov and Mazhit Akbergenov for 
walking on the Dostyk Square.66 It is noteworthy that Sadykov is a 
severely disabled person.	

 

 

 

3. LIST OF PROSECUTORS AND JUDGES 

Court hearings in the cases of detained peaceful protesters almost always result in convictions. On the 
days of the rallies, due to the large number of detainees, the courts are held directly in police buildings. 
The format of such “ad-hoc courts” violates human rights and does not meet the criteria of openness of 
court proceedings. Detainees are often only provided with public defenders who do not defend their 
rights before the courts. Relatives, human rights defenders, civil society activists and observers are not 
allowed to attend court sessions, despite the fact that they are formally open. Moreover, there are no 
audio or video recordings of such hearings. 

Courts often take place late in the evening or at night and last only a few minutes. According to the 
detainees, the judges do not pay attention to any evidence and facts, and ask only two questions: “How 
old are you?” and “Are you disabled?”. Taking into account the answers to these questions, the judges 
decide what decision to take.  

Below we present the list of prosecutors and judges who participated in the trials of participants in the 
peaceful protests of June–July 2019 and convicted them: 

 

 
65 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2333831603602776/permalink/2346257979026805/ 
66 https://www.facebook.com/100011012290635/videos/pcb.865092427201159/864689343908134/?type=3&theater  
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PROSECUTORS 

Nur-Sultan:                                                                             Almaty: 

• N.K. Abdishev                                                                       
• B. Abishev                                                                              
• A.K. Artykbayeva 
• D.D. Arystanbayev 
• N.N. Duisenbayev 
• K.S. Esenov 
• D.M. Zhagyparov 
• D.K. Zhamantaev 
• E.S. Zhappar 
• Zh. Zhakhauov 
• B.B. Zholamanuly 
• A. Ibrayeva 
• A.R. Kazenov 
• A. Makashev 
• O.M. Meirkhanov 
• M. Musa 
• D. Musayev 
• ZH.M. Rakhimova 
• N.K. Rashimanov 
• G.S. Sagatov 
• M.E. Sarsembayev 
• S.N. Sarsengali 
• D.N. Turdalin 
• Zh.A. Shamenov 

• D.B. Abishev 
• A.T. Absalyamov 
• Zh.B. Amitov 
• Zh.K. Bateeva 
• E.A. Beisenbayev 
• B.B. Birimkul 
• D. Galymuly 
• A.D. Dzhumabayeva 
• R. Kynayatov 
• A. Maziev 
• Zh.A. Nukenov 
• E.B. Omarov 
• A. Ramazanov 
• D.M. Seytbatalov 
• E. Skakov 
• T.A. Syzdykov 
• A. Tagaev 
• O.M. Tanibergenov 
• O. Tulepbekov 

 
JUDGES 

Nur-Sultan:                    Almaty: 

• A.T. Abdykulova • Murat Sovetovich Abrayev 
• Kuralay Zhakanovna Arkhabayeva • Yerzhan Abdrazakovich Aldabek 
• B.A. Aidashev • Rauza Karsenbaevna Aliyeva 
• B.T. Aliyev • Murat Serikhanuly Alimbek 
• K.S. Alpysbaeva • Dastan Maidanovich Alybayev 
• K.S. Akhmetkaliev 
• B.K. Battalova 

• Bakyt Mukhanovna Edilova 
• Ruslan Baiseitovich Zhamalbekov 

• G.M. Bashenova • Akmaral Akhmetzhanovna Isabayeva 
• A.A. Bekturganova 
• D.T. Dzhumayev 
• K.K. Duisembiev 
• K.S. Imanaliev 
• A.S. Isayeva 
• A. Ishchanova 
• A.G. Kaydarova 
• N.K. Kayyrbek 
• B.B. Konakbaev 

• Dauren Melsovich Karymbayev 
• Galiya Kasymovna Kasymova 
• Gylym Petrovich Keldybayev 
• Nurzhan Mukhamedzhanuly 

Mukhamedzhan 
• Zhanna Kairtayevna Nurgaliev 
• Zaura Tusupovna Olzhebaeva 
• Dastan Tanabekovich Slyamkulov 
• Ayim Galymbekovna Shayakhmetova 
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• B.Sh. Konakbaev  
• U.K. Koshanov  
• B.K. Nurlanov  
• A.A. Sadvokasova  
• B. Satbayev  
• D.T. Smagulov  
• G.E. Ubasheva  
• M.A. Khozhambergenov  
• S.B. Shcheglov  
 
4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Each official involved in the prosecution of participants in peaceful protests bears personal responsibility 
for the violation of the civil and political rights of citizens guaranteed by Art. 32 of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan.67 By ratifying the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
Kazakhstan pledged to respect the civil and political rights of its citizens, including the right to peaceful 
assembly, freedom of expression, and freedom of thought.68 The official authorities of Kazakhstan have 
undertaken obligations under the Agreement on Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation with the 
European Union69 and other treaties.  

The Open Dialogue Foundation calls on the Kazakhstani authorities to immediately stop prosecuting 
peaceful protesters, to close all criminal and administrative cases brought against them, and to 
rehabilitate all those who have been punished for exercising their constitutional right to peaceful 
protest. We recall the need to comply with the requirements of the Resolution of the European 
Parliament on the situation of human rights in Kazakhstan dated 14 March 2019. 

The Open Dialogue Foundation also calls on UN bodies, the OSCE, the Council of Europe, and the 
European Parliament to continuously monitor Kazakhstan's compliance with its international obligations 
in the field of the rule of law and human rights, and to create a sanctioning mechanism for the personal 
prosecution of human rights violators in Kazakhstan. We call for pressure to be exerted on the 
Kazakhstani authorities to bring to justice all those responsible for unjustified summonses to 
questioning, arbitrary detentions, dispersals of peaceful protests, and beatings and convictions of 
peaceful protesters. 

We would be grateful to the citizens of Kazakhstan for collecting photo and video material and personal 
data of the persons mentioned in this report, as well as information about other persons who should be 
included in this list. 

 

 

 
 
  

 
67 Art. 32 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan: citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan have the right to convene, hold assemblies, meetings and 
demonstrations, marches and pickets peacefully and without weapons: https://online.zakon.kz/document/?doc_id=1005029#pos=304;-19  
68 Art. 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: https://www.un.org/ru/documents/decl_conv/conventions/pactpol.shtml  
69 https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/enhanced_partnership_and_cooperation_agreement_3.pdf  
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